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<« NHRC notice to
Centre, Bihar

The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on
Monday issued notices to :
the Union Health and Family :
Welfare Ministry and the '
Bihar government over the
increasing number of
encephalitis deaths in
Muzaffarpur. Taking suo

motu cognizance of media
reports , the NHRC issued

the notice to Bihar Chief
Secretary and the Health
Ministry Secretary, seeking
detailed reports.
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ENCEPHALITIS Seeks report from Centre too | Vard han promrses f ve vrrology la bs in I\/quaffa rpur

TNS & AGENCIES

PATNA/NEW DELHI, JUNE 17

The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on Mon-
day issued a notice to the

Bihar government and the

Union Health Ministry seek-
ing a report on the growing
number child deaths caused
by the encephalitis virus in the
state’s Muzaffarpur district.
The NHRC has taken suo
motu cognisance of media
reports about the rising num-
ber of deaths of children due
to Acute Encephalitis Syn-
drome (AES) in Muzaffarpur
since the past few days. The
human rights body said the
Bihar encephalitis death toll
had reportedly gone up to 103
by Monday. It is also reported
that, apart from Muzaffarpur,
some other districts of the
state have also been affected.
The Commission has
sought a detailed report in

| ‘FLAW IN VACCINATION

The NHRC has observed that
despite reported measures

G taken by govt agencies,

deaths of children in such

Children undergoing treatment at Sri Krishna Medical College and Hospital; and (top right) a woman
mourns the loss of her child due to acute encephalitis syndrome in Muzaffarpur on Monday. pri

a large number indicate

a ‘possible flaw’ in
implementation of vaccination
and awareness programmes

the matter, including the sta-
tus of implementation of the
National Programme for Pre-
vention and Control of Japan-
ese Encephalitis Virus/ Acute

Encephalitis Syndrome and .

other steps taken to deal with
the current grim situation. It
also wanted to know about
the status of the treatment
being provided to the hospi-
talised children and the relief

provided by the state to the
aggrieved families. The
response to the notice is
expected within four weeks.
The Commission has
observed that in spite of

reported measures taken by
the government agencies,
deaths of children in such a
large number point to possi-
ble flaws in implementation
of the vaccination and aware-

ness programmes. Not only
vaccination but all precau-
tionary measures, such as
cleanliness and hygiene,
among others, are also
required to be taken sincere-
ly to ensure that children do
not fall prey to the fatal dis-
ease, it observed.

Meanwhile, Health Minis-
ter Harsh Vardhan today said
five virology labs would be
set up in Muzaffarpur to
address the challenge of child
deaths due to AES and
Japanese Encephalitis.

The minister has directed
a high-level multi-discipli-
nary team to be sent to
Bihar immediately. “To
establish the cause of the
disease, there is urgent
need for an inter-discipli-
nary, high-quality research
team. The research team
shall work with the children
suffering from encephali-
tis,” he said.
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“* NHRC issues notice to Health Ministry, Bihar govt as en-
cephalitis death toll rises to 104 in Muzattarpur

New Delhi: The National Human Rights Commission on Monday 1ssued notices to the Union Health Ministry and the government
of Bihar over reports of increasing deaths of children due to encephalitis in Muzaffarpur. The death toll due to Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (AES) in Muzaffarpur has risen to 104, news agency ANI reported Monday. Chief secretary of Bihar, Deepak Kumar
said: ““The ambulance facility will be free of cost, 1f someone comes to hospital in a private vehicle, the fare will be reimbursed to
them. Expenses of all treatment will be bome by state govt. Ex-gratia of Rs 4 Lakh each will be given to families of deceased.” "The
NHRC has taken suo motu cognisance of media reports about the rising number of deaths of children due to acute encephalitis syn-
drome (AES) in Muzaflarpur district of Bihar in the past few days," a senior official said. The commussion has 1ssued notices to the
secretary, Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, and the chief secretary of Bihar, seeking a detailed report, including on the
status of implementation of the National Programme for Prevention and Control of Japanese Encephalitis Virus/Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (NPPCJA) and other steps taken to deal with the painful situation, the NHRC said in a statement. ""The commission would
also like to know about the status of the treatment being provided to the children, who are currently hospitalised, and the relief or re-
habilitation provided by the state to the aggrieved families," it said. The response is expected within four weeks, the NHRC said. The
commission has observed that in spite of reported measures taken by the government agencies, deaths of children in such a large
number indicate towards a "possible flaw" in proper implementation of the vaccination and awareness programmes.
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6 morechildrendiein
Bihar, toll reaches 103

Six children died on Monday
in Bihat's Muzaffarpur dis-
trict, taking the toll due to
suspected case of Acute
Encephalitis  Syndrome
(AES) to 103.

According to a release
issued by the district admin-
istration, 18 deaths were
reported from Kejriwal hos-
pital in the district and 85
from Sri Krishna Medical
College and  Hospital
(SKMCH), where Union
Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan had visited on
Sunday and assured their
families of all possible help.

While doctors have main-
tained that the deaths
occurred due to AES, state
officials claimed that most of

the victims, below the age of
10, have fallen prey to hypo-
glycemia, a condition caused
by low level of blood sugar,
electrolyte imbalance due to
high temperature and
extreme humidity,

On Monday, five more
children died at SKMCH and
one at the Kejriwal hospital,

while the condition of 12
patients at the two hospitals
was stated to be serious, the |

release said.

The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
sent notices to the Union

Health Ministry and the Bihar
government over reports of

increasing number of deaths

of children in Muzaffarpur, a

senior official said. P
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Heat, lack of nutrition,

awareness add to AES,
Bihar kids toll over 100

-

SANTOSH SINGH e T
MUZAFFARPUR, PATNA, B i N
JUNE 17

FROM THE intense summer heat
this year to lack of nutrition pro-
grammes, effective awareness

campaigns and a full-fledged
local health facility. EXPLAINED: AES &

Accordingtomedicalexperts HYPOGLYCAEMIA P 11

and officials, these are the key
reasons behind a spurt in cases
of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome  this year, most of them children
(AES) in north Bihar — from  below 10 years of age.

seven deathsin 2018 to 103 so far CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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AES in Bihar

On Monday, the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
sent notices to the central and state
governments over reports of in-
creasing AES-linked deaths of chil-
dren in Muzaffarpur, and sought a
report within four weeks.

On Sunday, Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan visited the
Sri Krishna Medical College and
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Hospital (SKMCH) in Muzaffarpur,
from where 85 deaths were re-
ported. Officials said 18 deaths were
reported from Kejriwal Matrisadan,
atrust-run hospital in Muzaffarpur.
Of the 440 AES-linked hospital
admissions so far this summer, 154
patients are under treatment. Most
of them hail from low-income fam-
ilies of Muzaffarpur, East
Champaran, Vaishali, Sitamarhiand
Samastipur. Since the massive out-
break of 2014 that led to 355 deaths
in the region, official AES figures
show 11 deathsin 2015, fourin 2016
and 11 in 2017. And experts say the
annual cycle will continue unless
urgent steps are taken to address
the reasons behind the spike:
SOARING HEAT: Since June 1, the
temperature in Muzaffarpur has re-
mained above the 40-degree
Celsius mark. Experts cite studies to
point out that excessive heat, with
norains in between, has fuelled AES
cases. Between 2011 and 2014,
there were 970 AES-linked deaths,
with heat and humidity emerging

as the common element. The num-
ber dipped after rains set in, they
say. “Heat, humidity, poor hygiene
and malnutrition are the key rea-
sons. Multiple studies have failed to
come up with any one conclusion
but have attributed all these factors
to the spread,” said Dr Arun Shah,
executive committee member,
Indian Academy of Paediatrics
Association.

NUTRITION PROGRAMMES: The
Bihar Health Department appears
to have failed in coordinating effec-
tively with Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS) in
carrying out nutrition programmes
in Muzaffarpur and surrounding ar-
eas.

Asked if the government has
identified AES-affected areas for
such programmes, Bihar Health
Minister Mangal Pandey said:
“There is no specific or devoted nu-
trition programme for AES-affected
areas. As hypoglycaemia (low sugar
levels in blood) is cited as the main
reason for AES deaths, we are dis-

cussing ways to do it. So far, we are
depending on anganwadis to carry
out programmes uniformly inall ar-
eas under ICDS.”

Paediatrician Shah said: “The
liveris arich source of glycogenina
normal person but not among the
poor and malnourished childrenin
the region. They are always border-
line cases of malnutrition. Most AES
deaths are reported in mornings,
which shows that the children went
without food the previous night,
making sugar levels dip.”
AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS:
Health Minister Pandey claimed
that awareness campaigns are car-
ried out in March-April, but several
Muzaffarpur residents and local ex-
perts said they were not conducted
over the last few months due to the
Lok Sabha elections. Such cam-
paigns usually advise parents to
make their children wear full-
sleeved cotton clothes, not expose
them to the sun, and not allow them
to go to bed without food. ORS
packets are also distributed. A dis-
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trict official admitted that the ad-
ministration was not vigilant this
time, given the few AES deaths re-
ported in the last four years.
PRIMARY HEALTHCARE CEN-
TRES: The PHCs, which are the
first point of healthcare for most
AES patients, are often ill-
equipped to deal with AES cases.
Most PHCs do not have a glycome-
ter, which is crucial for patients
with low sugar levels. By the time
the cases are referred to SKMCH,
most patients develop complica-
tions. SKMCH medical superin-
tendent Dr S K Shahi said: “Most
patients come to us via PHCs and
private doctors while they should
be brought immediately after
they show symptoms of vomit-
ting and high temperature.”
Union Minister Harsh Vardhan
said the Centre would ensure that
each PHC in the region would
have 10 beds and a glycometer.
NO FULL-FLEDGED HOSPITAL.:
The SKMCH at Muzaffarpuris not
yet fully equipped to deal with
AES despite being the designated
hospital in the region for treat-
ment. The hospital does not have
a virology lab or adequate num-
ber of paediatric ICUs. Harsh
Vardhan has announced the set-
ting up of a 100-bed children’s
ward, and work is on to construct
seven paediatric ICUs.

On Monday, the Union Health
Minister said that an inter-disci-
plinary, high-quality research
team has been set up to work with
children suffering from AES. He
said five virology labs will be set
up in different districts of Bihar.
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Case filed against Union, State Health
Ministers on charges of negligence

PNS B NEW DELHI

ith the death toll crossing

the 100 mark due to
Acute Encephalitis Syndrome
(AES), a case has been filed
against Union Health Minister
Dr Harsh Vardhan and Bihar
Health Minister Mangal
Pandey in Muzaffarpur Chief
Judicial Magistrate’s (CJM)
court for not creating aware-
ness about the deadly disease.
The plea by the social activist
Tamanna Hashmi will be heard
on June 24.

Harsh Vardhan, who had
visited the district on Sunday to
review the situation in the
hospitals there, has denied any
negligence saying teams were
stationed in Muzaffarpur from
the very first day and were
working too. Meanwhile, a
video surfaced wherein Pandey
is seen asking for latest score of
the India-Pakistan cricket
match during the State Health
Department meeting over the
AES deaths on June 16 adding
to the prevailing anger among
the people against the
Government.

According to official data,
85 children have died in Sri
Krishna Medical College and
Hospital (SKMCH), while 17
have lost their lives in Kejriwal
hospital in the city in the past
fortnight. Most of the casualties
affected by the Syndrome are
between the age group of 1-10.

AES is a viral disease,
which causes mild flu-like
symptoms such as high fever,
convulsions, and headaches.
According to reports, more
than 290 children are still
admitted in the ICU of the Sri

Krishna Medical College.

The Centre has announced
plans to set up five virological
labs in different districts in the
State. The location of the dis-
trict can be decided in consul-
tation with the State
Government and can be fund-
ed through NHM, said Harsh
Vardhan in a statement here.

A high-level central team
has been sent to Muzaffarpur
to set up a state-of-the-art
multi-disciplinary research
centre in the wake of the chil-
dren death due to suspected
encephalitis.

In one of the decisions
taken during his visit to
Muzaffarpur, the Union
Minister has instructed to set
up a 100-bedded paediatric
ICU at SKMCH by the State
Government. Also, in the
adjoining districts, 10 bedded
paediatric ICUs will be set up
with support from the Centre,
so that such cases can be given
better and exclusive treatment
and there is no unnecessary
load on the facilities available
at SKMCH.

Emphasising the need for
early detection and treatment
of hypoglycemia cases, Harsh
Vardhan said that a dedicated
team of doctors should be
placed in endemic PHCs with
required facilities at least for 3
to 4 months before and during
onset of disease and they may
be incentivised under NHM
appropriately.

As for present, the con-
cerned PHCs and CHCs
should take prompt corrective
measures for hypoglycaemia at
the facility itself to utilize the
golden hour, he added.

Harsh Vardhan also said
that Ministry of Earth Science
will be requested to upgrade its
IMD observatory facility for
improved monitoring of cli-
mate related parameters such as
temperature humidity, rain-
fall, heat waves, etc., and share
it with the State Government
and NCDC for better pre-
paredness and management of
AES.

“The central government
will provide all possible help
including financial to the state
to control the situation, provide
proper treatment and develop
infrastructure needed for it,’
Health Minister said.

Social activist Tamanna
Hashmi in his petition has
alleged that Harsh Vardhan
and Mangal Pandey failed to
fulfill their duties to control the
outbreak of AES, while both
had done nothing to create
awareness and sensitise people
in the affected areas despite the
fact that AES had been killing
children for years.

Hashmi said that he has
filed the case against the
accused, Harsh Vardhan and
Mangal Pandey, under 323,
308 and 504 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

“Large number of children
died due to negligence and lack
of infrastructure to give them
timely proper treatment’, he
said.

The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
too has issued notices to the
Union Health Ministry and the
Bihar government over reports
of increasing deaths of children
due to the deadly disease, a
senior official said.
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mark, Nitish meets officials

Bihar grapples with deadly disease

DHIRENDRA KUMAR

NEW DELHI: As the death toll due to
Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) in
Muzaffarpur district crossed the 100
mark on Monday, the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) has sum-
moned the Bihar government and Union
Health Ministry over the rising deaths
and sought a detailed report in the matter.

Meanwhile, Bihar Health Minister
Mangal Pandey, who had once hit the
headlines for appointing a dead doctor to
head a district hospital in June last year,
faced the fury of affected families over
asking the cricket score during a crucial
meeting on the outbreak of AES in the
state in the presence of Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan in Muzaffarpur
on Sunday.

In the alleged video, Pandey is heard
asking “how many wickets have fallen?”
to which someone responds “4 wickets”.
India was playing Pakistan in a World
Cup tournament late Sunday evening.

Coming to the NHRC notice, the
panel has also sought a detailed report on
the status of implementation of National
Programme for Prevention and Con-
trol of Japanese Encephalitis Virus/Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome (NPPCJA) and
other steps taken to deal with the painful
situation. The panel has given four-week
time to submit the sought details.

In a related development, the Centre
in response to an RTT reply has stated
that the occurrence of Japanese Enceph-

alitis (JE) was observed for the first time
in 1955 at Vellore in Tamil Nadu and
the government has spent several crores
of rupees to contain the deadly disease,
which has claimed the lives of over 7,500
children since 20009.

As per the RTI, there were 779 deaths
reported in 2009, while in 2010, 679
deaths were reported due to JE. Simi-
larly, in 2011, 1,169 children died due to
‘brain fever’ followed by 1,256 deaths in
2012, then 1,273 deaths in 2013 and 1,711
deaths in 2014.

Though there is no provision of pro-
viding compensation to the affected
families from the Centre, the Bihar gov-
ernment has announced an ex-gratia of
Rs 4 lakh for each of the children killed
in the outbreak. Bihar CM Nitish Kumar
has also directed officials of the Health
Department, the district administration
and doctors to take all possible measures
to tackle the situation.
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Patna: Six more children died in
Bihar’s Muzaffarpur district on
Monday, taking the toll due to
suspected Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (AES) to 103 and
prompting the state govern-
ment to announce a slew of
measures to tackle the situation.

According to a release
issued by the district adminis-
tration, 18 deaths were report-
ed from the Kejriwal hospital
and 85 from the Sri Krishna
Medical College and Hospital
(SKMCH), where Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan had
visited the patients on Sunday
and assured their families of all
possible help from the Centre.

While doctors have main-
tained that the deaths occurred
due to AES, State officials
claimed that most of the victims,
below the age of 10, have died
due to hypoglycemia — a con-
dition caused by low level of
blood sugar, electrolyte imbal-
ance due to high temperature
and extreme humidity.

On Monday, five more chil-
dren died at the SKMCH and
one at the Kejriwal hospital,
while the condition of 12
patients at the two hospitals was
stated to be serious, the release
said.

Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan reviewed the sit-
uation at a high-level meeting in
New Delhi, which was attended

~= Encephalitis death toll rises to 103

A View of an over- crowded ward with ch|ldren showmg symptoms of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) as they undergo
treatment at a hospital in Muzaffarpur on Monday

PTI

by senior officers of the Health
Ministry, Indian Council of
Medical Research and the
ATIMS.

Vardhan directed another
high-level team to immediately
visit the district and undertake
necessary groundwork for the
setting up of a state-of-the-art
multidisciplinary research cen-
tre, according to a statement.

The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) sent
notices to the Union Health
Ministry and the Bihar

Government over the deaths. It
observed that despite reported
measures taken by the
Government agencies, deaths of
children in such large number
indicated a possible flaw in the
implementation of vaccination
and awareness programmes.
Chief Secretary Deepak
Kumar said no clear cause of
deaths could be ascertained so
far and indicated that one of the
reasons could be that no rainfall,
even pre-monsoon rain,
occurred in the district this

year.

The chief secretary said the
Government had also decided to
send a team to each household,
where children died due to sus-
pected AES cases, in order to
find out their social and eco-
nomic background,

The purpose, he said, was to
find out whether the deaths had
any link with the background of
the deceased families.

The official was speaking to
reporters after a meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Nitish Kumar

on deaths from suspected AES
cases and people dying due to
heatwave.

The State Government
would bear the cost of treatment
of the affected children and
reimburse the people reaching
hospital by private vehicles if
they do not get the ambulance
facility, which is free, the official
said.

The chief secretary stated
that all the primary health cen-
tres (PHC) had been activated,
adding that the units were
equipped with administering
saline and glucose.

He emphasised on the need
to create awareness to prevent
the disease and said children
should be given ORS, should not
be made to sleep with an empty
stomach and reach the PHC as
soon as possible.

The chief secretary, howev-
er, claimed that the percentage
of deaths vis-a-vis the number
of admissions of children in
hospitals had declined to 26 per
cent this year, which he said was
35-36 per cent in earlier.

He added that the India
Meteorological Department
had said the heatwave condi-
tions would continue for the
next two days in various parts
of the State. The department
has forecast rainfall and thun-
derstorm on Wednesday in
parts of the State. PTI
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Business Standard

NHRC notice to Centre, Bihar on child deaths by encephalitis

IANS | Patna Last Updated at June 17, 2019 19:40 IST

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on Monday issued a notice to
the Bihar government and the Union Health Ministry calling for a detailed report on
the growing number child deaths caused by the encephalitis virus in the
state's Muzaffarpur district.

The NHRC has taken suo motu cognizance of media reports about the rising number
of deaths of children due to Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) in Muzaffarpur since
the past few days.

The human rights body said that the Bihar encephalitis death toll had reportedly
gone up by Monday to 100.

It is also reported that, apart from Muzaffarpur, some other districts of the state have
also been affected.

The Commission has sought a detailed report in the matter, including the status of
implementation of the National Programme for Prevention and Control of Japanese
Encephalitis Virus/ Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (NPPCJA) and other steps taken to
deal with the current grim situation.

The Commission also wanted to know about the status of the treatment being
provided to the curretly hospitalised children and the relief provided by the state to
the aggrieved families.

The response to the notice is expected within four weeks.

The Commission has observed that in spite of reported measures taken by
the government agencies, deaths of children in such a large number point to possible
flaws in implementation of the vaccination and awareness programmes.

Not only vaccination but all precautionary measures, such as cleanliness and
hygiene, among others, are also required to be taken sincerely to ensure that children
do not fall prey to the fatal disease, the Commission observed.

It said this was a case of violation of human rights of the child victims and their
families, as the state appeared to have failed to protect young innocent lives.

Expressing serious concern over the spread of the fatal viral infection, NHRC further
observed that encephalitis has claimed lives of a large number of children
in India. Sometime back, Gorakhpur district of Uttar Pradesh suffered a lot due to
Japanese Encephalitis when about 60 children lost their lives.



The Commission was informed that the Union government has initiated the NPPCJA
in this regard.

According to the media reports, while 76 children have died at the state-run Sri
Krishna Medical College and Hospital (SKMCH) in Muzaffarpur, 17 deaths have been
recorded at the Kejriwal Matrisadan since January this year. As per reports,
currently 115 patients are being treated at the two hospitals.

The reports also said that the state Health Minister had sent a team of doctors and
adequate number of paramedical staff from Patna to Muzaffarpur. Union Health
Minister visited Harsh Vardhan visited the SKMCH on Sunday.
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NHRC notice to Centre, Nitish government over increasing

children deaths in Muzaffarpur
Nearly 100 children have died of suspected acute encephalitis syndrome (AES) in Bihar,
where doctors strike has paralysed medical and health services.

17th June 2019

NEW DELHI: The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) Monday sent notices
to the Union Health Ministry and the government of Bihar over reports
of increasing deaths of children due to encephalitis in Muzaffarpur, a senior
official said.

Nearly 100 children have died of suspected acute encephalitis syndrome (AES) in
Bihar, where doctors strike has paralysed medical and health services.

"The NHRC has taken suo motu cognisance of media reports about the rising
number of deaths of children due to acute encephalitis syndrome (AES) in
Muzaffarpur district of Bihar in the past few days," a senior official said.

The commission has issued notices to the secretary, Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, and the chief secretary of Bihar, seeking a detailed report,
including on the status of implementation of the National Programme for
Prevention and Control of Japanese Encephalitis Virus/Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (NPPCJA) and other steps taken to deal with the painful situation, the
NHRC said in a statement.

"The commission would also like to know about the status of the treatment being
provided to the children, who are currently hospitalised, and the relief or
rehabilitation provided by the state to the aggrieved families," it said.

The response is expected within four weeks, the NHRC said.

The commission has observed that in spite of reported measures taken by the
government agencies, deaths of children in such a large number indicate towards a
"possible flaw" in the proper implementation of the vaccination and awareness
programmes.
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AES: NHRC notice to Health Ministry, Bihar government over increasing

deaths of children in Muzaffarpur

June 17, 2019

NHRC observes that despite reported measures taken by the government agencies, deaths
of children indicate towards a “possible flaw” in proper implementation of the vaccination
and awareness programmes.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on Monday sent notices to the
Union Health Ministry and the government of Bihar over reports of increasing
deaths of children due to encephalitis in Muzaffarpur, a senior official said.

Nearly 100 children have died of suspected acute encephalitis syndrome (AES) in
Bihar, where doctors strike has paralysed the medical and health services.

“The NHRC has taken suo motu cognisance of media reports about the rising
number of deaths of children due to acute encephalitis syndrome (AES) in
Muzaffarpur district of Bihar in the past few days,” a senior official said.

The Commission has issued notices to the secretary, Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, and the Chief Secretary of Bihar, seeking a detailed report,
including on the status of implementation of the National Programme for
Prevention and Control of Japanese Encephalitis Virus/Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (NPPCJA) and other steps taken to deal with the painful situation, the
NHRC said in a statement.

“The Commission would also like to know about the status of the treatment being
provided to the children, who are currently hospitalised, and the relief or
rehabilitation provided by the State to the aggrieved families,” it said.

The response is expected within four weeks, the NHRC said.

The Commission has observed that despite reported measures taken by the
government agencies, deaths of children in such a large number indicate towards
a “possible flaw” in proper implementation of the vaccination and awareness
programmes.



