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Preface

The National Human Rights Commission [ NHRC ] entrusted a research study
on the socio-economic conditions of Musahar, one of the most neglected scheduled
caste in India to the A. N. Sinha Institute, Pama, Bihar. It was my privilege and good
fortune to have supervised the study as Project Director on behalf of the Institute. It is
for the first time that a study of this kind is undertaken of the Musahar from a human
rights perspective.

Shri R. B. Singh, Shri. Indu Bharati, Mr. J. Prakash and Miss Savidhi were
deputed for data collection. Generally an in-depth study requires about an year's time,
however, considering its importance, this work has been completed in period of six
months. Shri J. Prakash and Ms. Savidhi assisted in tabulation and computer works as
well as the drafting of report. Sri S. B. Sahay D.G. Police [Retd.], Sri Saleshwar Sati
Prasad and Sri Montosh were kind enough to help in organising the workshop on
Musahar at Patna and discussing the field data. We are extremely thankful to them.

We are thankful to Justice Shri J.S.Verma the Hon'ble Chairperson, as well as
the members of the NHRC for entrusting the work to the Institute. We are extremely
thankful to the senior officials of the commission for their assistance and help. We
are also thankful to Sri B.B.Srivastava, IAS, Commissioner Secretary, Higher
Education and Director of our Institute for extending guidance and support. The
members of our library and staff members have always been cooperative and have
extended all the necessary support. Mr. Raghib Nayyar of Reliable Services took
pains to read the manuscript copy to make the report in presentable forms. MS.
_ Mausami also deserves our thanks for extending us professional support in presenting
the life of Musahar, through Photograph.

It is hoped that following this study development projects will be taken up for
the upliftment of Musahars and would lead to the protection and promotion of their
human rights.

DR. SACHINDRA NARAYAN
PROJECT DIRECTOR

A. N. Sinha Institute Of Social Studies
Paina - 800 001

Tel :- 0612 - 238001
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INTRODUCTION

The Musahar

Musahar are said to be one of the poorest amongst the Scheduled caste in India.
They are found in the states of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand. In Bihar the
Musahar are distributed in Bhagalpur, Monghyr, Purnea, Gaya, Muzaffarpur,
Darbhanga, Saran, Champaran and Bhojpur districts. According to Risley [1891]
Musahar are an offshoot of the Bhuiya Tribe of Chotanagpur. The popular saying of
which I could find during field work, suggests that the term Musahar [ Masu meaning
flesh; hera meaning seeker ] signifies flesh seeker or hunter. Another view holds that
Musahar | Musa+har]| means rat taker or rat eater. They speak Indo-Aryan language,
Angika at home. Hindi is spoken with other communities and Devnagri is the script
used. They are non vegetarian and relish rat meat and pork. Consumption of alcoholic
drinks, smoking, chewing tobacco [khaini] and use of snuff are common.

The Musahar are divided into exogamous Clans. Manjhi, Mandal and Musahar
are their surnames. They are monogamous. Women have role in agriculture,
economy, social and ritual spheres and contribute to family income. Only few Mushar
own land and are cultivators. They are largely agricultural labourers. Some of them
are engaged as labourers in industries, forest and fishing. A few others pull
rickshaws, stitich leaf plates and rear silkworm. They profess Hinduism and generally
Hindu goddess is thetr family deity. The Musahar have no inhibitions in accepting
food and water from other Hindu communities except the Chamar: The Musahar are
landless, honest and sincere. They have a good physique.

SELECTION OF THE SAMPLES : '/
Muzaffarpur district of Bthar state got selected for this study because of

demographically dominant population of Musahar in the district. The other
consideration for selection of Kurhani block and Chhajan Harishankar Purbi and
Paschimi Dardha and Ganga Ram villages were the visit and stay of Sri Acharya
Kriplani, Sri Jaiprakash Narayan and of Mahatama Gandhi . It is a predominantly
dominated by backward castes. It has witnessed caste movement, Political movement
and the local, regional movement for the independence of the country. Many local,
regional and national leaders of the freedom movement were frequently visiting these
villages.



The frequent visit of such important national leaders of freedom movement of
the country has attracted state level leaders right from the first Chief Minister of
Bihar to the present Chief Minister to these areas. The Kurhani Block is constdered to
be one of the strong belts of Dalit movement. Opening of Charwaha Vidyalaya in the
vicinity of these villages speaks itself about the importance of Dalits of these region.
Musahar is one of numerically dominant Dalits of these villages. They have been
used as political instrument but have never been ‘'allowed’ any kind of share in power.
Considering these backgrounds villages, of this block and district were selected for
present study.

WHY MUSHAR?
As already mentioned Musahar is one of the most primitive scheduled castes,

considered as one of the most untouchables, but the so called high castes, middle
castes never hesitate in sexually exploiting this caste.

I asked a little girl Parvatia" why are you weeping"? she said ' I am hungry'
why are you hungry?" there is nothing to eat"? will you work ?" yes I want to work
but I am Musahar, I am untouchable, no body will take water from me, no body will
allow me to enter into his house, what to talk of kitchen, Once I went to Muzaffarpur
and my mother hired me to a malik to work as domestic help but as soon as they
came to know that 1 am Musahar they beat me, scolded me and my mother and threw
us on the road "

Their economy is primitive. Musahar although honest and sincere, are
'criminals' in police vocabulary. There is no written records on the Musahar. The
cases of violation of human rights are maximum among Musahar community. Among
Dalits it is Musahar who has to face the violation of Human Rights in day to day life.
Thus with these considerations a request was made to the National Human Rights
Commission who responded to my request, hence this study was undertaken on
Musahar.

OBJECTIVES :
7, The study has been undertaken with the following objectives :

“* 1. To record the socio-economic condition and life of the Musahar from a human
rights points of view.




2. To study their occupation and process of exploitation.

3. To suggest feltneed based strategies to save them from inhuman activities like
child labour, prostitution, beggary etc. '

4. To suggest sustainable development

METHODOLOGY:
After selecting the villages, block and district, the house hold survey of the

Musahar families of Chhajan Harishankar east, Chhajan Harishankar west, Gangaram
and Dardha were done through survey technique by trained research personnel
specially recruited for this study. On the basis of house hold survey 10 % of the total
population of the Musahar under study were selected with the help of Random table.
These selected Musahar whom we call RESPONDENTS were interviewed by trained
research personnel. A set of questions were framed, these questions were pretested
and then a questionnaire was made specially for this study. The questionnaires were
administrated on each respondent. In addition to questionnaires there was an
observation sheet which were filled in by me on selected respondents. After the
collection of data, we processed the data, a few gaps were found, I personally went to
field and collected required data with the help of research personnel specially
recruited for this purpose. Data were tabulated. It has been presented in the tabular
form. After tabulation the report has been written. The photographs and other
research techniques have also been widely used for this study.

A workshop on Musahar was also organised in A. N. Sinha Institute of Social
Studies, Patna in which people concerned with Musahar and Musahar themselves

participa';jd./
PROBLEMS FACED

While launching\rhe\research project we faced s&‘r{e usual problems i.e.

\er\ef afraid of us, c%ldren were scared, women fo%(;{vere not coming
forward but with the help of anthropological rapport building research technique we
won the conﬁder}ce of Musahar, they"hecame very close to us and}) ened up before
the research team. }n\fact, we are gettbiﬁ\%k:phonc calls from them whenever they
feel that our presence among them may help 1 *ﬂ@ves. \

Musahar w



The project has been completed in six months time. A good number of logistic
and research problems erupted during the project period but they were managed
successfully.

ORGANISING RESEARCH DATA:
The data collected from the field has been presented in the form of a report

divided into following chapters :

Economic Life

Social life

Education

Language \
Health

Polity _

Human Rights of Musahar

Feltneed and sustainable development

. Summary and Recommendations
10.Appendix

a. Musahar presented Through Photographs
b. Set of Questionnaire

c. Case Study
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ECONOMIC LIFE

The data in hand suggests that the kind of economy to which Musabar belong does
not fit under the Economics or Anthropological definition of Economic life. They do
not have any fixed economy. Their annual income is less than school fee of class I of
_any normal standard school or it is less than the amount which is being spent on a pet.
Their economy suggest that there is God or some supernatural power who are
keeping Musahar alive. They are hardy and therefore their earning depends upon their
physical labour. During filed work we did not come across any Musahar beggar in the
villages under study. They do not want to beg. They want to live on their labour.
Their economy is primitive

The Musahar have largely remained on the periphery and have mostly gone
unnoticed so far. It has been observed that among Musahar the expansion of capitalist
agrarian relations and continuing population pressures helped to dissolve traditional
patron-client relationship. With this background, there arose stirrings of discontent
among the Musahar share croppers and labourers in Bihar which led to spontaneous
protest movement under the leadership and organisation of militants drawn from their
own community. ‘

Hariya Musahar stated before us 'we are two in one Musahar and Mitti' [ Soil ].
Digging soil is like a physical exercise for us, much better than sitting or lying. When
we do not do it we feel tired. Musahar dig deeper and faster. They have carried on the
skill of measuring and assessing the quality of soil for generations. But now they get
less work related to soil. Since he, like many others has no land, his choices are very
limited. However always enterprising and not afraid of learning new things, Hariya
started working as a labourer and some times when he does not get any work then
works as a rickshaw puller. '

The observation sheet suggests that occupation wise they are labourers. The
Musahar's traditional job market has been squeezed by some other hidden ways,
specially in the recent years. In village level development works, under the Jawahar
Rojgar Yojna or other scheme in which number of works were of digging the earth,



carrying of soil, spreading the soil on road etc were done by the Mushar but now 1t is
the other communities living in the village who are mostly doing this work. Further, it
has also been observed that the developmental works were not taken-up in the village
for last many years. If at all it is done it is done on the papers only by the dominant
people of the village, block officers and officials. Though the election of Panchayats
has taken place and one Musahar is member of the Panchayat but the development
activities are yet to take a shape. Harihar Manjhi Says" we do the digging. But that is
all. The loading, unloading and carrying of the soil - all is now being done by trucks
and tractors, contractors and their labourers. Here commissions rule the game."
Sitaram Manjhi complains of similar incidents," trolley and contractors have taken
over the scenario, having less space for us. In the recent past, the dispossession of
Musahar from rural land and employment has taken new turns. Since the last four-
five years, landlords have purchased tractors, they also hire tractors from outside as
well. A landlord rents it to others for ploughing. It has become easier for landlords as
now they do not require labourers, cattle or plough for a- major part of their
agricultural operations". ‘

They do not have any fixed working hour since the work is available in the
village only for two - three months and that too primarily for womenfolk. Bindo
Manjhi, another Musahar labourer in the village, confirms, "sowing and harvesting
and winnowing are barely enough for the womenfolk. Musahar men are becoming
more and more unemployed. The new landlords, the Yadavs do not want us any more
on a longer basis." The Musahar men and women work as labourers in the village
from 6 a.m. to till the evening with break at 8 - 9 a.m. with two Roties. Generally
they get two kg of maize or wheat or paddy which cost approximately Rs. 8 - 10.
Eartier there was a variety of other work available in the village vicinity : making of
ropes, weaving of baskets, husking of rice etc. but these opportunities of employment
are gradually disappearing. Rice mills are there in the villages and at the block. The
owners are not Musahar or other poor. So landlords prefer to go to these mills rather
than calling Musahar to their houses or giving gears to them for manual processing.

Paper packets have virtually vanished. In the district town of Muzaffarpur, the
refugee colony at Ganipur Muhalla and the old market Kalikothi Muhalla once
known for making paper packets, around 250 families were totally dependent on this
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work and among them there were some Musahar families also. They used to make
100 to 200 paper packets a day and were earning Rs. 20 to 35 per day. But the
coming of polythine paper bags has changed the market for paper packets. Now they
hardly earn Rs. 10 a day. Thus most of the families have started going for daily job
market in search of work.

Land as such was never owned by Musahar, However their skill for work
with the soil, was their very own. And this interrelationship was an integral part of
their daily existence. This phase witnesses a replacement of that skill by a new one.
Instruments now exist without Musabar be it trolleys, tractors or construction
companies. They do not require even their knowledge, as a factory needs that of the
workers. As the space for such equipments expands, the room for Musahar's skill
shrinks further. A related dimension of this dispossession is his acceptance of new
jobs and new places and this creates a new social life and relationship.

The following table gives the d:etails, of the landowned by Musahar, use of the
land and_ also their aspirations of use of land in case they get free land, of animals,
trees / plants owned by them as well as of land leased in and land leased out.

The land owned by respondents are shown in a smaller table.
, Table 01

Land owned by Musahar villages under study in Kurhani Block

Landless 0 -5 Kattha 5 - 10 Kattha Above 10 Kattha

114 13 05 , 01

It is evident from the above table that 114 are landless and the maximum land owned
by only one respondent is 11 Kattha.
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Table No.02

DISTRIBUTION OF LAND OWNERSHIP, LAND LEASED IN/ QUT { ANIMALS OWNED etc.

SL. How much land you own Herding of Animal How much Ratio of land Bagicha and its Name & No. of tree How doyouuwseland | If you have free land how
No. land/out and you leased in use [your own | you own or hired in will you use land.
Homestead Agriculture | Vegetable | Goat [ Pig Cow Buffalo | Coke/Hen | have leased itsuse
1 No Land 4 Kattha 4 Kattha 1 - X No. By doing cultivation | Cultivation, Agriculture
work as & labour it
. land
2 No Land No Land NoLand | — —_ - — ——— — —— — — L
3 | 1Katiha " . " " " " " " J— == o— — "
4 1 Kattha " " 1 e —_— —_ —_ —_— ——— — —— "
5 No Land 1 Kattha | -—--- i | —— | - —-- — — — e Grow Vegetable "
6 1 Kattha No Land — X X X X X X X X X X Agriculture
7 No Land X X X X X X X X X X X X "
8 1 Kattha X X 1 1 1 X X X X X "
9 No Land X X X X X X X X X X X X "
10 | NoLand X X 5 6 - 5 X X X X X "
11 No Land 3 X X X X X X X X X "
12 Ne Land 1 Kattha | 2 X X X X 1X X X X Grow vegetable "
13 No Land No Land No Land X X X X X X X X X No X
14 No Land " X X X X X X X X X X X X
#M Zo g " n n n " n L] L) L f " " n
.—@ N m.m% L [} 1] n 1t H n 1 1] L n L) (1}
17 No Land " " " " " " " " " " " " "
18 No Land " * " " " " " " " " " " "
19 No Land X — 1 " ! " " " " " " " "
20 Mo Land X o X " " " " " " " " " v
21 No Land No Land X X X X X X X X X X X "
22 No Land " " " " " " " " " " " " "
23 No Land " " " " " " " " " ! " " "
24 No Land " " 1 " " " " " " " " " "
25 No Land " " X " " " " " " " " " "
26 No Land No Land X X X X X X X X 1% X X Agriculture
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27 | No Land No Land 1 Kattha |X X X X X X X X X Vegetable Production | For grain production
28 No Land X X X X X X X X X X X X Production of tice and
wheat
”@ zo H\g& n L n n " L L n L [[] n L w—gﬁ qnmw
30 No Land No No X X X X 1 X X X X X Agriculture
31 No Land " ! X X X X X X X X X X Production of vegetable
MM .Z.Q —gm n n n n " n f n n L] LU} L m..OH. mWH.m
wu .ZO gﬂw L L n " L L L} " L n L L} H—«OH b-aoagﬁ
unﬂ zo gﬂH n n L " ] n LI} n " n " " Hwaggﬁcﬂ_. Om;m-m.ﬂm
wm zo H\E.._.a N x 1] it L " " " o [[] L] n H—-QH. ggﬂ
36 1 Kattha X X X X X X X X X X X X Agriculture
37 No Land X X X X X X X X X X X X !
38 No Land X X X X X X 2 X X X X X Plantation of free
uo z.c Hgﬂw n L L n (] " L} ir " n L n mogu..nm
&o zo H\ga " " " n n L L} i L L] L L >munmg~§ .
AH zo H-EH& n L " n M n " 1l L " L} n L
.&N ,Z.O H..E._—nw L] " L1} n uﬂ n n L) n 1t n L) (L}
. Lu zo H;EH& n L] L L " L} L " L 1 L} L L
hhﬂ .ZQ HLE:H n n L n [ n n n n 1 L} " "
;.. Lm ZO g& x " " LU ul n L[] L} n ul n " >mﬂmnE§n
hm H Hﬁuawm M N N L] 1 n L n n L] n L] "
47 No Land X X X X X " " " " " " " "
Lw .Z-O H\mbﬂm x N L Ll ] " " [[] L n L} " L
A@ zo Hum..—..—nm .x N. x M n " " n n n n L "
uo z.o H\mﬂ_.a n L ~ —. x " LI LU} L] L H L "
m.— .ZO “_.lm..:.nm. " 1t u L n 1" .— " " n L] L "
WN N Wm.ﬂﬂ—-_.m n n x N n x N " L n n " ”
mu .ZO H\mHH& n n m N x .—. .— " L} n " " L
54 No Land X X X X X X 2 X X X X X For Agriculture
mm zo gﬁm L n n L " n z.o H n L Lid Ll n
56 No Land No Land No Land " o 1 " " v " 3 Tar Tree ! "
mq zo EQ x : x 1] “ 1 N N L L} " N L n
mw zo hgﬂ " " 1t " mw n .Zo n L] " 1 n n
mm N Nmﬂg n " H .—. ] n i n n it 1] L H
OO .zc H\E._.ﬂm N 1 .—. N L L " n n e L] n L
m— N Nmﬁ—-—-—m " i N L] L} " .—. L n 1L} " n H
ON Zo ”_.Lm.HHQ H L L} " n " L " L L LJ n n
Qw Z_U ”_.Lga " L n L "
64 No Land " " " " "
635 No Land " " " " "
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81 How much land you own Herding of Animal How much land Ratio of land | Bagichaandits | Name & No, of treeyou | How doyouuseland | If you have free land how

No. you have leased leased in use [your own | own or hired in will you use land,
Homestead Agriculiure | Vegetable | Goat | Pig Cow Buffalo | Coke/ Hen ont and its use

66 No Land Neo No No Ne " No No
oq zo H\mh_.m n n i L n * L]
Ow zc H\g& Ll fn " fl n " n
Qo zc H;m.ua L -. n L n " L
.HO zo H..g&. " " L L] Ll L n
\N.— z.o H\ga L] " n n 1] H 1]
.NN zo _lm.ua 1] L n n " L L]
qu zo Eﬂ n " n n it n L
-WL, zo EQ n n n n 1 n (1]
.u_m Z.Q H.sm..z.nm " " [ " 1] n [
nwm zo H\gﬂm i1 L} " L n u L
qo Zo Hsga L I 1 1 " n "
mc Zc Htmb& n n L " n 1 h
m.— zo H‘E.._.ﬁﬂ H L] n n ] LU "
MN .Zo E& L Ll n n L] : 1]
mw Z.O gﬂ L] " n n " L] n
wh .z.o H‘gm " L] L 1] ®t L 1]
mm .z.c Hkgﬂ Li n L n 1 n L
wm Zo H-E#Q it L] L n i n "
wq zc H..gﬂm L n 1" " L] n L -
ww zo H\ga L n 1 " L n L
ww Zo H\Eﬂa n n L L n n n
@o .Z.o g& " L n L n " n
oﬂ zo .—lgﬂﬂ n " n L n 1 "
WM z.c MLN.H—HM n " n n " m n
ow z.o EQ " L n n’ " L (1]
w& Z.° H.\m.—-—nu 1L n L] n 1 n "
wm zo HE_.Q " n n n L) n "
00 Zo H‘gg N n " it n n 1
O\N .Zc H.EHQ. n n fh t n u f
Dm .z.o ngﬂﬂ L " L " n n L
mw Zo —Lgﬁm L " " n L L n
—OO zo EQ L] n n n n # n
101 | NoLand " " " " " " "
HQN zo EQ L L] n L " n L
.—Ow zo H»”H.—Q " n L n L n "
~Ohﬁ .z.o H\E.—ﬂm L) n L 1t L n "
105 | No Land
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8L How much land you own Herding of Animal How much land Ratie of land _ Bagicha and its | Name & No. of tree you | How doyouuseland | Ifyou have free land how
Ne. you have lcased leased in use [ your awn ] own or hired in will you use land.
Homestead Agriculture | Vegetable | Goat | Pig Cow Buffalo | Coke/Hen out and its use N
106 | NoLand i Cultivation, Agriculture
107 | No Land
168 [ No Land
109 | No Land {
110 | No Land L
111 | No Land '
112 | NoLand )
— —w z.o H\E._.ﬂm n n " L n H n L " [N L " mAOH. >MHIMOEEB
~ #-& Zo gﬂm L n " " " n L L] L [Ru n LU L
h .— m N Hhmgm. L[] L L] n 1 L L L n L] n L) L
116 No Land " " " w " n ] " ] h w [0 W
117 | 2 Kattha 8 Kattha 1 Kattha " " " " 2 " " " " For Agriculture | *
i Purpose
M Hw M g&m N x L n 1* " (L] " n L n N 1
_ ~ w Zo EQ x. x x " Ll n " L1 " | L n x "
an zo gnﬂ x " n " " " " L L ] n n x "
MN.— .—...Q& Hﬁmgm " L L L n Ll L n " n 1t n n
ﬂwm m Nﬂgm n [[] L L} (13 n L L L " L L L
ﬂ“&ﬂ ZO Eﬁ_ " L n n 1 n L " n 1 n n "
—Nm zo Eﬂm 1 " n " L n f " n n n " n
ﬂ”@ H\ A §§ zo H‘gﬂm L n L1 n 1t L] " " n " L L]
—.Nq zo rga L " 1t n L L L n L " L n n
128 | 2 Kattha X X X X X X 2 X X X X X Agriculfure
129 | No Land " " " ! " " " " " " " " For Plantation of trees
.—uo zo ,—lgﬁm n " n L n n o L n " L L }Eﬂgﬂﬁ
ﬂw M N N.MHHEW. n n * 1r " L n " " LU LU " n
HwN Zo Hlmun—g n L 1 n L] ” N n 1 " " n L
.—ww N ?ﬁg " L] L] n Lil L L] L n " " L L]
114 have No 68 78 132 has | 131 has | 119 has no | None None None Only one have 3 9 use for agdculture | All want land, will use for
Land or are has has no cow | mo henfcock and vegetable agriculture, vegetable
Landless no ne buffale 89.47 [ same land ] growing and orchard.
goat | pig 99.24
51.12 | 58.62

Tt is evident from table no. 02 that all want to become the owners of land. in answering another question regarding their perception aspiration of ‘how they wish to use land in case it is
wheat, vegetables and will also use a portion of the land as
ne Musahar own three trees and that too palmtrees.

made available to them', cent percent Musahar answered that they will be using land for agriculture purpose by growing paddy,
orchard so that they may get mangoes, lichi, bananas like that Brahmins and Bhumihars of their villages, Only o
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None of the Musabar under study has either leased in or leased out land.
Question of leased out does not arise as they do not have land to lease out but it is
peculiar to note that none of them are able to get leased in' land in the village. It has
been observed that the prevailing laws related to share cropping has badly affected
them. In addition to this the prevailing control of 'the backward' communities on
state polity has further worsened their relation. As a result of which these 'Malik' now
do not trust them any more so far the leasing of land is concerned. In this respect it
has also been observed that the presence of tractor, thrasher and other improved
agricultural implements has lessened ' Maliks' dependence on Musahar. Hence
consideration of leasing out land to Musahar has completely been abandoned .

It has been further derived from the data that 51.12 % of the total
Musahar under study own no goat, 58.62 % no pig, 99.24 no cows and 89.47 % has

no poultry.

OCCUPATION / EMPLOYMENT.
The data in hand suggests that the main occupation of the Musahar is to serve

as labourers. They are either working in agriculture field or in the brick klin or in
building construction or as any other kind of lalgour. They are born labourer for
centuries. Ramashis who has a college education says" though I could read with great
difficulty, I went to school and college on foot, without food but I could not get a job,
appeared thrice to be clerk and police constable but failed to get an appointment
letter. We have reservation in Govt. service, I passed in written and, physical tests
but failed to get an appointment order. What is the meaning of reservation for
scheduled castes and Harijans ? Now I am working in a Brick klin on a wage of Rs.
10 -15 a day. That too some time even this work is not available for months together.
The constitutional guarantee to right to employment and right to life is meaningless
for us. Reservation is merely an agenda of political parties just to befool the Dalits."

~ The following table gives details of the occupation, and income, of the
Musahar under study.

15
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Table - 03

OCCUPATION AND INCOME

SL. Name Occupation Annual
No Income
01  Sita Ram Manjhi Apgri. Labourer 3600
02  Batohi Manjhi " 3000
03  Mahendra Manjhi " 3600
04  Munshi Manjhi " 3000
05 SitaDevi - " 2000
06  Kalu Manjhi " 3600
07  Ashok Manjhi " 2200
08  Shiva Devi " 3600.
09  Bichha Manjhi " 2400
10  Phaguni Manjhi " 2000
11  Lalmuni Devi " 3600
12 Mangal Manjhi " 1800
13  Bindeshwar Manjhi " 3000
14  Parekhan Manjhi " 1000
15 Dukhi Manjhi " 1200
16  Kusumi Devi " 3200
17  P. Manjht " 1800
18  Niranjan Manjhi " 3600
19  Jatu Manjhi " 2200
20  Butan Manjhi " 3600
21 Chilmili v 1200
22  Bhushan Manjhi " 1600
23  Matar Manjhi " 1800
24 Devanti Devi " 1600
25  Sunil Manjhi " 1200
26  Vilas Manjhi " 2200
27  Reshma Devi " 1000
28  Harishchandra " 1800
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29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
- 50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62

Dhaneshwar Manjhi
Rinku Kumari
Mintu Manjhi
Jitendra Manjhi
Jitani Devi
Munna Manjhi
Etawari Manjhi
Ramashis Manjhi
Bedamia Devi
Gangia Devi
Nanki Devi
Vidyanath Manjhi
Shivlal Manjhi
Munni Kumari
Suman Manjhi
Sudhir Manjhi
Falawa Devi
Shambhu Manjhi
Sudama Dewvi
Mantu Manjhi
Bindeshwart Manjhi
Sumitra Devi
Mabharani Devi
Khalta Kumari
Bikram Manjhi
Manoj Manjhi
Pariya Manjhi
Parakhani

Suresh Manjhi
Umesh Manjhi
Vijay Manjhi
Chunu Manjhi
Umesh Manjhi
Manju Kumari
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Labourer

1200
1200

500
2000
2000
1000
2400

1000

1200
1400
3000
1200

200

200
4800
2800
2000
1800
1000
1000
1600
1600
1600
1300
2800
1600
1500
1500
1600
1400
1800
2000
0600
1000



63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
01
92
93
94
95
96

Lalpatia

Tilak Manjhi
Shakuntala Devi
Nageshwar Manjhi
Raukhi Manjhi
Sharifala Manjhi
Asharfi Manjhi
Gopal Manjhi
Vilashi Manjhi
Maheshwar Manjhi
Chandeshwar Manjhi
Manjay Manjhi
Manju Devi
Sigeswar Manjhi
Ramdeo Manjhi
Gena Manjh:
Jhibana Manjhi
Maheshwari Devi
Shaily Devi

Reeta Devi

Banshi Manjhi
Jaimangal Manjhi
Ramchandra Manjhi
Dahaur Manjhi
Sunita Devi

Beni Manjhi
Lakshuman Manjhi
Baldeo Manjhi
Surendra Manjhi
Masudhan Manjhi
Kusumi Devi

Sahal Manjhi
Lalbhadur Manjhi
Punita Devi
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1000
1600
1000
1600
2600
1500
1600
2000
1200
1800
1000
1000
1600
1200
1200
1200
1200
2000
2000
1600
1800
2400
2000
2000
2000
2400
2000
2000
1600
1800
1800
1000
12000
12000



97

98

99

100
101
102
103
104
105
106
167
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130

Sunita Devi

Arjita Manjhi
Baleshwar Manjhi
Piyaria Devi
Chandeswar Manjhi
Shatrughan Manjhi

Lalchan Manjhi

Jamuna Manjhi
Mittal Manjht
Rambhajan Manjhi
Jaipatia Dewvi
Lalbabu Manjhi
Umesh Manjhi
Sunil Manjhi
Tuntun Manjht
Sarda Dewvi

Uttam Manjhi
Punam Devi
Parikshan Manjhi
Bindeshwar Manjhi
Pighal Manjhi
Upender Manghi
Rampartap Manjhi
Somani Devi
Binda Manjhi
Nanki Devi

(Garbal Manjhi
Kalpu Manjhi
Daulati

Renna Devi

Indu Kumart
Pradeep

Jaikishun Manjhi
Negeshwar Manjhi
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Labouarer

"

"

n
"
n
"

1

1200
1600
1200
1200
1000
1000
0600
1200
1000
1000
1000
1000
1200
1000
1200
1600
1000
1600
1600
1000
1200
1000
1200
1600
1800
1000
1600
1600
0000
0800
0000
0000
0600
0600



131 Sarita Devi " 0600
132 Mahesh Manjhi " 0000
133 Bindu Devi ' " 0000

The above table suggests that Musahar are labourer by and large and the nature
and type of labour may vary. Prostitution has also been refereed to in labour category
because of obvious reasons.

Their income vary from nil to Rs. 3,600/= annually.

The Musahar are below the poverty line. Majority of them are not in receipt of
Red Card. It has been found that some of°them are not aware of even the concept of
Red Card. The present system of census needs a drastic change. For Musahar, the
reservation policy of granting guarantee of employment is meaningless. Even after 55
years of our Independence Musahar are living in inhuman conditions. They are
deprived of basic human rights. Even the dead body of the Musahar are not getting
human dignity. Violation of the human rights is common sight. Prevalence of bonded
labour is in practice but they are not ready to give their names as bonded labour
because they fear to loose whatsoever little earning they are making. Let there be a
census of the poorest among poor based on occupation, income and land owned by
the individual. '

Following table gives details of the House Structure and material culture of the
Musahar under study.
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Table 04

HOUSING
S.N. No. of Use of each room Size of Pucca | Kutcha | Pueca- | Foos | Other Aurtistic Details of How the house Government | NGO Support | Malik support | Details of bed | How they slesp
Rocin rooim Kutcha presentation such art got constructed support used
1 1 Living, Sleeping, | 15x10 Yes No Neo Govt. [ Indira | Yes No No Mat, Bora To gather
Cooking, Eating Awas]
animal keeping
2 1 Toilet Bathroom | 15x10 ft v " No Govt. " No No Mat, Bora, | Chatai par sute
etc. Polythene hain
3 1 Do " v " No Gowt, " " " Do To gather on
: polythan mat
4 1 Do 10x10 fi v Do No Gowt; NO NO Do Te gather in
house
15 1 Do 15x10 f v Do No Do Do NO NO Do To gather in hose
or olitside
6 1 Do 20x12 ft Hut Do No Self No NA NA Do To gather in
chatai
7 S Do 10x 15 Hut No No Self No No No Do
8 v No Self No No No
9 v No Self No No No
10 Two Huts v 15x10 ft v Hut Do No GOVT Indira | Yes No No Do Floor
Awas
11| Two Huts v 15x10 ft v Hut Do Do " ’ No No Do No Response
12 {ihut v 15x10 ft v Hut Do Do " " No No Do To gather
13 Two Hats v 15x10 ft v Hut Do Do No NA No No Do Cot
14 | v 15x10 & v Hut Do Do Govt, .- Indira No No Do To gather on
Awas coter mat
15 |3Roomin 2 |Y 15x10 ft v Hut Do Do d " No No Do "
Huts
16 [2Roomin2 |V 15x10ft v Hut Do " " " No Do "
Huis
17 1 Hut v 15x10 ft v Hut Do No No No " Do "
18 |2 Kacha | v 15x10 ft v " No No No No Do -
Jhopr
19 2 Kacha | v 15x10 f v " No No NA No — —_—
Jhopri
20 No |- — — —— ——— Do —_ — —— — No —— -
Response
21 1 Room v 15x10 it v Do No No No J— ——- J—
22 No —— — — — —_ - _— ——— —_ —_ No —_ ———
Response
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23 1 Room v 15x10 ft — Foos Do No No No No —
A Respons
£
24 No —————— —--- ——— - m—— m—— e —_— —_ — —_— —_— e
Response
25 No ——— -—- ——- - —-- — ———— ———— — —_ —_— e
Response
26 | No — — = — — — p— N — — — —
Response
27 1 Reom v 10x10 ft v Do Govt. ©  Indima | Yes No No One cott, | Together
Awas Chatai
28 1 Room v 10x10+10x v Do ————- " " No No Chatai All sleep in the
5 SaMme Toom
29 2 Room v 15x10+12x g Foos " " No No No Khattia, | Together
3 Chattai,
Bora,
30 | One Hut v 12x8 Foos No [ No
31 v v 10x15 v No J— " No NA NA Khat Together
Chati,
Chatai
Boma
Polythin
e
2 |7 7 10x15 7 . L " NA NA i Who will sleep
in what is nol
decided
33 1V v 12x8 Foos No — No " NA NA Chatai | Together
34 | v 10x15 S No —_— No No NA NA Cheki Together
Chatai
Polythin
e
35 1Y v 10x15 v No e " Rs, 14,500 cash NA NA " Together in chatai
36 v v 10x135 v == mammumn " " NA NA " "
37 v v 10x15 v No e " " NA NA " i
B (Vv v 12x8 Foos No —_ No " No No " Together in
polythine
39 v + 10x15 v No P — Govt. help No No No OngBed | "
40 |V v 10x15 v No R " No No No Khat "
Chatai
Chadar
41 v v 10x15 v No - " " " ] W W







42 v s 12x8 Foos " —— Self " " " Chatai Together
Polythine
43 | v v 10x15 v No e Govt. Supp. | No No No Chatai Together
Indira Awas Khat
44 7 a\ 10x1 m -\. ] e i ,Z.O [ n [ ]
45 v v 10x15 v " — " _ " No v " "
46 v v 15x0 Foos No ————— NA " " No " "
471 17 v 15x10 v No Gowt. Supp. | No No " Choli Together
Indira Awas Chatai
polvthine
48 (v v 15x10 v " S " No No Neo Khatia Mat | Together
Polythineg
ho zo ——m —— ———— L] [} H " "
Response
50 | onercom | ¥ 15x10 v No —_— Yes No No NA Khati, mat | Together
m polythine
M .— .\. 4\ ~ MX_ O [l e n " ir o n —_— e
1
52 No —— ———e- —_ —_— ———— —_ —_—
Response
53 | Jonemom | 15x10 v No —_— Govt. i Supp. | No No NA Khatia, mat | Together
Indira Awas
54 one room v 15x10 Khar " ———— No No No NA " "
Patwar
55 |4 v 15x10 v " J— Gott, Indim | No No .| NA " "
Awas |
.mm (\ (\ ._ Mun.— O 1\. n N i [] n o n n
57 |V ' 15x10 7 " — 7 0 0 0 z 0
58 v v 15x10 Yes " No " " " " No —
Respones
59 v v 15x10 Do " No " " " " Chaki, Anywhere
Khatai cot,
mats
polythine
60 [V v 15x10 Do No No " " No No Mat Bora | Together
61 One Room Living, sleeping, | 10 %13 Foos " No Self No No No Polythene, | Together
cook, toilet Bora
62 One Room " 10x 15 Yes No No " No No No Mat, Bora Together
63 " " 10x 15 Do No No Govt. Support Yes No No Khat, Mat v
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64 W " 12 % 10 Do » No " " No No MatBora | "
65 C " 12x 10 Do " No " " No No " " "
66 " " 10 x15 Foos " No Self No No No " i i
67 " " 10x 15 " " No " No No No " " "
68 " " 10x15 ! " No " No No No " " "
69 " v 10 x15 Foos " No " No No No " " r
70 " " 10x 15 Foos " No " | No No No " " "
71 " " 10 x 15 Foos " No " i No No No " " "
72 " " 10x 15 Foos " No " ! No No No " " *
73 v " 12x 10 Do " No Gowt, Support Yes No No " " "
.Nhﬂ n " .—.N x Hc Uo " Zo 1] _ n zo zo |3 n "
75 " " 12x10 Do " No " ’ " No No " " "
qm u n _M x ﬂ“ UO 1 zo L1 _ n zo zo " n n
77 " " 10x 10 "Do " No " " No No " " "
78 ‘ " 10x 10 Do " No " " No No " " "
79 " " 15x12 Do " No " " No No ! ! !
80 " " 10 % 10 Foos " No Seclf No No No t " "
81 " " 12x10 Foos " No " No No No " " »
82 " " 10x 15 Foos " No " No No No " * "
83 o " 10x 15 Foos ' No N No No No i * "
84 i " 15x 15 Foos " No " ‘No No No " " "
85 " " 10x15 Do " No Govt. support Yes No No " " "
w@ n L) .—N x mo UO it ZO " L zo zo ] " L]
mﬂ n " ﬂ“ x ﬂo UO n zo " \ L zo zo n 1" n
B8 " " 10x15 Foos " No Self No No No " " "
89 ! " 15x15 Do " No Govt, support Yes No No " ! "
90 " " 12x10 Foos " No Self No No No " " "
91 " " 12x 10 Foos " No Self No No No n o "
0 " Living, Sleeping, | I0x 15 Kucha No Nothing Govt. support Govt. support No No Mat, Bora | Together

Cockes, Eating,

Toilet,  Animal,

Shed
93 " " 12x10 Pucca + No Nothing Govt. support " No " " "

kucha
04 " " 10x 15 Foos No " Self Self No " " "
05 " " 12x 10 Foos No " Self . " No " " ’
96 " " 10x 15 Foos No " Self " No v " "
97 " " 10x15 Foos No " Self " No " " "
o8 . " 15x 15 Foos No " Self " No " " v
00 . " 10x%15 Pucca + No " Gowt. support Govt. support No " " "
Kacha

100 | " " 10x I5 Kucha Foos No " Self Self No " ! "




MMM “ ” 12x8 Kucha Foos
: 10x 15 fucha No " Self % 7 ;
103 _. 10x 15 Foos No 7 G No W -
X Pucca + No . ovt. support Govt. support No v o -
104 ! " 10x12 kacha QO«J. mﬂﬁgﬂﬁ ! Neo " " "
103 " n Foos No ] ! -
,—Q@ " L HO X .—.M H,gm ZO n OOﬁ. m_._.Mug; - Z.O " " "
o7 1 12x10 T Self ... . Self
" ] Qs No 0 = No " n [
12x 10 Self "
108 " " 10x 15 Foos No " wﬂR ; m No " " ]
109 " n 10%15 Foos No W Sclf . No " W ]
Pucca + No m m.n No [ m =
TONE ; ~ Kacha elf | Govt. support No C ; -
0x15 Puccha o T !
R G 10x15 + kacha Covt. support | No z 7 ;
112 " [ Foos No W -
113 \ [ #Q X —M Foos z.n_ I Q.Dd.ﬁ. mﬂ_..@muon mm:. No " " ™
2x10 _— F Self g
005 " n No n " w
Self 1 Seif o .
114 |7 " Gunay [ Together in the
12x 8 -— Foos " beg, same rooin
" Self W - . Mwwarnua
. tai Together
115 | v vy [
10x15 7 _ guany
6 |7 = ’ Govi.  Indim | Rs. 14,500 cash . _ bags
10x15 - Awas | Mat Together
n ._ n -
_ ) Cot, Sleep m
7 ) €
w “M 7 M 10x135 " - & Chatai same room
10x15 - " 7 ; _ polythine
n m m — ﬁ o
115 14 7 T0%13 7 : Chok, |
10x15 v " W - khatt"
121 v V4 n " 1
.—O.xﬂ M ] n m L
Foos No No " ] r
No Resporse NA NA - _
122 |7 7 Chowki, | Sleep in  the
10x15 7 5o . MF&E hosue
Govt Indira | Rs. 1 ora
.\ . h'mg mm.— " "
123 v 10x15 Awas “ NA Where one can
—Nn__ 4\ UO HUO " " n M
v 10x12 foos N Sleep it
Do Do Self N . varandah
125 | v 7 A " -
10x15 7 5 Sleep in the
0 Do Govt.  Indira | Rs. 14,500 cash " - : same roor
Awas ' Together




. i
126 | v 10x15 Do Do " L " " " " Together
! 127 | v v 10x15 " " Govt. help 20,000 " " " Sleep in the
house and
¥ _ varandah
128 |V v 10x15 " ‘ Govt, help ! ! " " Sleep on Chatai
‘ 129 ¢\ 7 10x15 [ [0 " N [ i " n .H.Omngn.ﬂ
130 | v v 10x12 " " Self " " v Chowki Together
- 131 |/ v 10x15 " " Govt. | Indira | Rs. 14,500 cash " NA Chowki, Together
il Awas Khatt,
: mat,
op Polythine
132 i v 10x15 " ] T i " i NA " m—oﬂu in
- varandah  and
ro0m
P 133 [/ v 10x15 Do " " Rs. 14,500 cash ) " Mat Together
i
‘ [}
[ I
i
. )
1
| ¥
|
@ - I
1
(1 ] i
|
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It is evident from the above table that 7.01 % of the Musahar have neither a hut
nor a house, meaning thereby they do not have any roof for themselves.[] 44.36 %
of Musahar under study are living in one room. 7.5 % of Musahar under study have
two rooms. Only one Musher under study have three rooms i.e. one room under
Indira Awas Yojna and two small Jhopris. They use room for sleeping, cooking,
animal keeping, and as bathroom. Generally the size of the room is that of
15'x10". Almost 50 %. Musahar under study are living in hut made of straw [ Foos ].
Walls are either of Foos or of Mitti [ soil ] and roofs are that ot Chad. House made
for Musahar under Indira Awas Yojna is Pucca in the sense that wall and roof are
Pucca but ground is Kachcha. The houses have been constructed under Indira Awas
Yojna and they themselves constructed hut or Kucha House. Generally they all sleep
together in the room. The sleeping pattern is that husband wife sleep on one chatai
and children on another chatai or Bora | Gunny Bag ]. Both the beds are close to each
other. One corner of the room is used for cooking purpose. Another corner for
animals and the fourth corner is used as urinal during night or late evening when they
are inside the room. Due to abject poverty artistic sense is completely missing. There
is no decoration any where in the " House " [ room ].

AGRICULTURE IMPLEMENTS :
Generally they do not have any agriculture implements. However those who

have five to eleven Kattha of land either hire a tractor or bullocks to plough. Their
common implements are KHURPI, HASUA AND KUDAL. They collect grass with
the help of Khurpi or grow vegetable with the help of KHURPI and KUDAL.
Generally the small patch of land i.e. one to ten kattha is cultivated with the help of
Khurpi and Kudal. Their arms and weapons are BHALA and BARCHCHI. They use
HASUA for harvesting and winnowing purpose. Lathi is used by Musahar whenever
they are managing a pig / goat or involved in agriculture operations. Following table
gives the detatls :
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Utensils and Agricultural Implements / Arms and Weapons :

Table - 05

Bensi

5. No. Sleeping patiern Arms / Weapons Agricalture Artistic Name number use List of earthen Price of utensils | How these utensils | Belief association
implements instruments __ pas were procured with pot/utensils.

1 Together Bargha, Khurfee, Hanswa, Steel Plat, Glass, Lota, No Rs. 200 Purchased Nothing
Kudal Chora

2 No Response NA Aluminam Plat. Thali No Rs. 50 Purchased Nothing

Steel, Lota

3 —— Latthi, Bhala, Hal, Kudal, Haandi, Thatee, Glass, No RS. 100 Purchased Nothing
Hanswa Katora

4 " ! —— Rs. 1,400 " No Belief

5 " " Ghara Rs, 200 " !

6 Latthi, Bhala, Hal, Kudal, " Ghara Rs. 100 " !
Hanswa

7 No Response p— o — —— mmmmnnan T

18 No Response o ——— m——— | —mme—- e e mammmn
19 No Response — - —rmrmmmm P ———-- e e

10 Latthi, Bhala, Hal, Kudal, " —— e Rs. 500 Purchased No Belief
Hanswa

11 " " Ghara Rs. 500 Purchased No Belief

12 " " " Rs, 100 Purchased No Belief

13 " e R P i Rs. 120 Purchased "

14 " Lota, Katora Haandi Rs. 200 Purchased "

15 " " e Rs. 200 Purchased ——-nme

16 ——— Haandi Ghara Rs, 100 " No Belief

17 Latthi, Bhala, Hal Kudal, " Haandi Ghama Rs. 120 " "
Hanswa, Ganrasa

Hw n n e —— wm Ncc L] [}

19 No Response No Response i —— | e No Response No Response e cmmem

20 NoResponse | —-==ee—- —— e P —————--

21 N No Response Haandi, Thali, Baltee, | —-—-—-- Rs. 200 e No beliefl

Katura

23 " I N T ——— J— JR— e — e ———

23 i e Haandi, Bartan B Rs. 200 ——me—rm —

24 No Response —_— Haandi ‘Thalee, Katura | 2.3.2 NA Rs, 200 ememmn —m e No belief

25 Khurpi, Garasa, | —-=-—-- No Response —_— ———eaman R —_————- SR

Sichles, Spades Spears '
26 Lathi, Khurpi, Mansja | ~--—--- " —_ ———— ————ne ————m—nmmanan —_—

28






27 " m—r—eeam Two utepsil, two | 10 No earthen PAS Do not remember | Purchased No belief
clirhes, two tahls and 4
belts .
28 m,_._m_m. H.b._..—.m. W&Eﬁr ——— " 8 1 " e " [
Hansic
29 " ——e Utensils 5 — " " "
30 i — [tensils 4 — P Purchased No belief
31 ! v Utensils 4 . e Purchased "
32 Lathi, Khurpi, Hasia e — Utensils 2 _ e e — Got farm several "
33 I . Utensils 6 R R R " . "
34 Lathi, Khurpi, Hasia D Thal, balti, glass lota 4 e Not Remember No belief
35 " ——— Decchi, Balti, Lota 9 . Rs. 125 Purchased "
36 Lathi, Khurpi, Sichll, { ~-veeem- " 7 m———— | e Got farm Relative | *
Hudal Lathi
37 ! R — Lota, Chouhi, Glanes " | 6 J— —_—— Got farm sasural "
38 m - Chimtra " R J— —— e Got farm relative "
39 — Tawa, Kalchul, | 5 —raee— - [ Got farm sasural "
Chimta, Glass, Plate, _
Thali, Balti,
| 40 Lathi, Bhala, Kudali, | ~-—--- Glass, Plate, Lotta, | 6 ——— ———n Rs. 200 Purchased No belief
E Hanswa, Khurpi Hendi,
41 " ampm— . 0 — e Rs, 100 " "
42 __ ———— " 5 ————— P Rs. 175 ! "
43 " e " 2 — ———— Not Remembered | " "
44 " ——— “ 10 Ghara —— Rs. 200 " "
45 - R 0 6 [ ————— Rs. 275 " "
Lo L ——— n q e T R — n L
h:__ " ————— n . W e [ n t
48 O —— " 4 —_— ————eam Rs. 300 " "
49 No Response E—— e R T R J— —— J—
30 Bhala, Kudal, | ==ev-ner " 6 Ghara N Rs. 100 " "
Garansa, Lathi, Khurpi
51 " = " 10 e e Rs. 200 Got farm sasural "
52 No Response —————— g S ——— R —e | me— —e——— e
53 Lathi, Hanswa, Bhala, | —==e-a- " 5 _ ———m——— T No Response Purchased v
Kudal |
ML " —— L ——— ————— " L n
55 " e o amemmeem Ghara [ —-——- Rs. 300 " "
56 " JR— o ——eem - — Rs. 175 " !
57 " J— v —— —— J— Rs. 100 5 "
58 " M “ ———— ! I — I Rs. 375 " "
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61 " i " ma— e mmmmomeam —— " "
62 No Response e — " ——— ——m——— N R " W
63 No Response e " [ - P A g n
64 No Response B " .| cmmame— —_— R " O
63 No Response e " PR N u u
66 No Response e " R a—eee P R C i
67 No Respoiise ———— " [ [ —— = n i
68 No Response e — i ——— e - R —————— " 0
69 No Response ———— " R ———— — == _. n
70 " —mm——— " e e —mm—m——— mc——— ] n
71 " e £l e [ [ [
72 " ———— n e ————— [ — n n
73 [ e 10 e e n R ———— n n
.m.& n R [ —— e [ T [, n n
75 No Response — " — ———— P (. n n
76 No Response — " R - - P —— n O
77 No Response ———— " RN (U S — n "
78 No Response e i e mn [ U T n "
il " ———— e " [ T S " n
20 " en " e R S B [0 [
21 ] e " e N R n n
g2 " ————— 1 ———— —————— R I " ]
23 0 . T I e e . n [
w& L ———— " ————————— —— ——— | e—m—e— n n
g3 " e [ e an I R — W 0
25 " —m—— " e [ R e ] [
g0 " ——— 1 e—— e [ ] "
[T W e [ e e —————— e [0 [
91 No Response —ewmanom o I R e — u O
92 No Response e " ———nm P i __
93 No Response D et " JUN— R e —— i "
94 No Response —— " ————— — e N — u "
95 No Response —_—— " ————- ——l —————— R " "
96 Ne Response — " ———— ———cmm N — n "
97 No Response ————-- " ——smmnnn ———— " "
o8 No Response ———— " ——— —_— a—— ——— n "
99 No Response ————— v e eemenn [E— R ———- C "
100 No Response —emmmnm o —— — J— —_— " "
101 Neo Response ——— v e _ J— ——— " "
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102 No Response ————m ——— N _ [ i '
103 " — " ——— [ ————— ——— i '
104 " e — " PR R ———- _— i "
105 ! ——— " ——e —— R R ’ ;
106 No Response —— I e ————nn R i ’
107 No Response E——— " ——— JR— R — - ” .
108 No Response —— " — T ——- O " "
109 NoRespomse | ——-——-- " ——— N ———- A ! "
110 No Response D " ————— ——em — e —— " "
111 NoRespensg | ———o- " ] eem —————- N i i
112 No Response nwmmmanm " R - - ——e " :
1113 No Responseg m——— " [ I ——— S ' "
114 No Response ———— " N ———— R I i i
115 No Response e " — I mmmem R . "
116 No Response ———ee [ ———— ————— A ' "
117 No Response e " JR— P I —— i "
118 No Response ————— N - J— R R i i
119 No Response e " —— ————— —— P " "
120 " [ 1] e I — R
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The Musahar under study have been found decorating the wall of their Maliks
or sometime while working as a labourer in unorganised sector or in building
construction sector. Their common artistic instruments are Dhol, Manar, Nagara,
Timaki, Harmunyam, Jhal and Bansuri.

The above table explains that Musahar generally use Dekchi [ Cooking pot |,
Steel plates, steel glasses, steel katoras, steel lotas. Generally a Musahar use balti
[Bucket] for storing water. Earthen pots are also used for storing purpose. A Musahar
family has utensils of minimum of Rs. 50/- and maximum of Rs. 500/~ generally
these utensils have been purchased by themselves. In exceptional cases they get these
utensils from their relatives or from their in-laws. They have not attached any belief
with either of these utensils or earthenpots. Generally these utensils are all purpose.
Sometime they use the Steelthali. [ Steel plate] as frying pan. They use Thali as
Chakla and glass as Belna. They use Lota to press their clothes to cookfood, to eat, to
drink water, measure grains, to remove the impact of evil spmts on children etc. [Pl
see the Photographs ].

The following table gives details of indigenous raw materials and its use and how
they can be used to boost the economy of Musahars :

Table No. 06

SL. | Name of indigenous raw How they can be used as

. h . -
No. materials How do you use them an economntic input

Grass and Khajoor Patta Basket, broom fan, Chatai, Huts | Can't say

Khajoor + Tar Patta + Grass | " !

L] " n

n|wn| e |t || —

Jhalas, Grass, Khajoor + Tar | " "
patta.

7 n 1t n

10 " n "

1 1 n - L] n _

12 " " u

1 3 " [0 "

l 4 L L] "
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15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Grass and Tar Patta

Broom, Chatai, Basket, Far

25

26

1

27

QGrass,
Patta

Tarpatta, Khajoor

Broom, Chatai, basket, small
dolchi etc.

28

Grass patta, Tar Patta,
Khajoor Patta

Basket, Chatai, Broom, hand
fan

29

Grass, leaf, Pual, Jhalas

Rope, Basket Hut making,
Chatai, dochi.

30

31

Grass and leaf

Fan, Rope, Chatai, Basket,

Broom

32

Grass -+ leaf, pual, Jhalas,
Tar patta, Khajoor

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

4]

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

Grass, Leaf, Tar, Khajoor,
Jhalari.

For our daily needs

49

n

Dolia, basket, broom, Chatai,
Dali, Fan

50

51

52
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I ! ::
55 " "
56 " n |I:
S 7 n " i
58 |" " -
59 " 11
60 1] " 1]
61 " "
62 n " n
63 "n " n
64 " " "
65 " " "
66 n n H
6‘?‘ 1 IF L]
68 1] " "
69 L] " n
70 " " n.
7 1 I 1 1]
72 n " 1
73 " 1 H
’?’4 " n H
75 n ] ]
7‘6 " " "
77 1] 1] "
78 1] n "
79 L] " "
80 | Grass, Leaf, Tar, Khajoor, | Dolia, basket, broom, Chatai, | Can't Say
Thalari. Dali, Fan
8 1 " L1 "
82 " L] 1l
83 " [ ir
84 1l LL] "
85 1] 1 n
8 6 n " "
8 7 " n "
8 8 " 1l 1]
89 " n "
90 n " 1l
9 1 " L] "
92 1 " 1l
93 1l 1] "
9 4 " n 1]
95 " Ir 1
96 " n n
o1 " ::

98
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99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

Grass, Leaf, Tar, Khajoor,
Jhalari.

Dolia, basket, broom, Chatai,
Dali, Fan

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132
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The above table suggests that Grass, Khajoor Patta, Tar Patta, Jhalas, Pual etc. are
indigenous raw materials. Musahar villages are rich in indigeneous raw material as
nature has been very kind to them. Musahar try to supplement their economy by
making Chatai, hut, fan, basket etc. The data suggests that the Musahar under study
do not have any aspiration or expectation of using these indigenous raw materials as
economic inputs. However these raw materials need to be taken into account while
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making any plan or policy for the development of Musahar. The photographs given
in appendix depicts the indigenous raw materials available among Musahar under
study.

Love for land among Musahar is well known. Lands which state Govt. have
under BHOODAN as well as Gair Mazarua can be distributed among Musahar in
order to raise their economy. The main occupation of the Musahar being agriculture
labour, may make best use of such land for agriculture purpose. It has been found that
in response to our one question hundred percent Musahar respondent desired to have
agriculture land.

MIGRATION is a common phenomenon among Musahar under study. In
December 2001 there is one sight, strikingly common, in all Musahar villages. You
see women, children of all ages and old men but young, and middle aged men are
hardly to be seen. Those visible, can be counted instantly by the villagers. The unseen
ones, everybody knows, are somewhere in Gurdaspur; Batala, Pathankot, Chandigarh,
Panipat, Sonipat, Deenanagar in Punjab and Haryana State and to Muzaffarpur and
Patna as rickshawpullers. They are also moving to Gorakhpur, Gajipur and other
places of U.P as agriculture labourers. They generally migrate as agriculture
labourers or as labourers in unorganised sector like Brick klin, tea gardens of Assam
etc. They prefer to return during October - November so that they can enjoy Dushara
and may also work as agriculture labourer in their own village. While working
outside the state they get relatively more wages but not just or sufficient wages. The
common proverb among them are 'Daukhia Punjab, Assam, Delhi Khatihe' [ those
who are in distress labour in Punjab, Assam, Delhi etc.] Mangria whose all sons are
labourers somewhere in Punjab Says” But it is all true that if we do not work as
labourers out, we will turn into street beggars.”

Large-scale migration of Musahar has a recent history, villages are found
deserted of young Musahar, It enables Musahar to survive, but it makes money
lenders more and more exploitative. It also releases the Musahar from sense of deep
humiliation and reflects the changes that are taking place between high middle caste
land owners and Musahar agriculture labourer.
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Thus migration helps meeting their basic survival needs, but it is not enough to
counter the blood sucking money lenders, who have an overpowering presence in the
area. Whenever they go, they normally have to take loans form the local land owners,
turned money lenders, at the rate of 10 to 15 percent per hundred per month. Mohan
Manjhi takes a loan of Rs. 1000/~ when ever he goes out. If he returns within three
months, he pays an interest of 12 percent per month, if he fails then the interest
amount gets integrated into the main loan amount and he pays interest on that
amount.

Domi Manjhi has more bitter experience to narrate” In early 1997 I had taken a
loan of Rs. 11,000/~ from the local land owner because I had to take 20 villagers with
me. Till date I have paid back Rs. 30,000/~ But the land owner is asking for Rs.
12,000/~ more to clear off the loan. I will have to pay otherwise how will we be able
to approach the money lender again and then how will we go to Punjab?" Even after
five-seven years of working in Punjab and other states, Domi and his other fellows
have not been able to earn enough to enable them to save some money, so that they
can travel on their own, or their families can sustain themselves in lean days ‘Jo
kamana so Khana, kya fayeda’ [what ever we eam, is barely enough for food. Is all
this worth it?] is the usual feeling prevalent.

The new course of migration among Musahar is going to continue. Migration
on the one hand involves tremendous pain which is almost like a running story of
constant separation; of increasing burden on women, of exploitation. On the other
hand it provides Musahar with bargaining power, gives basic sustenance to their
families and has lead to changing relations in the village, where they are able to

escape relatively the constant humiliation inflicted on them locally. Degradation is
there as well, but it is outside their society, which can not be 'seen’ by others.

These Musahar who migrate are the new untouchables, who are away from
their traditional skill, and are now in a place where earning cash income is the center
of their activity. They are primarily involved in the economic activity which is highly
competitive. They also are integrated with the national and global markets. Not only
are their social activity severely limited, even the dominant activity has not been able
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to take root in the new social and cultural system. They are victims of socio political
polarisation where they can not get integrated and are also victim of a dichotomy
between the economic and social activities. Nevertheless they are creating a new
social space, for what ever reasons, be it because of survival needs or social justice or
due to the mobile and flexible character of their work, Socially invisible they may be,
but they are creating their own limited space.

Child labour is a common sight. They are tob hungry to think about the child
labour. Children continue to work in many hazardous industries.

Bonded labour among Musahar is a social and economic reality. Mere
enactment of laws has failed to free the bonded labourers amongst them. Bonded
labour are present in the villages under study but they are not ready to get themselves
identified as bonded labourers because they fear that once they identify themselves as
bonded labour they may loose the employment within the village and the
administration, as in past will always favour the Maliks [ the land owners and
neorich].

Prostitution is another economic activity among majority of Musahar
understudy. It is done with the consent of family members. The economic reality of
the life has forced them to adopt it to supplement their economy. More visible today
are issues of their survival, their economic and social aspirations, their demands and
struggles.
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SOCIAL LIFE OF MUSAHAR

Musahar, one of the most oppressed, deprived and down trodden caste in India
could be considered the line of demarcation between humans and animals. Imagine a
man of an average height of 5' 2", well built, of dark complexion, with curly hairs,
mangoloid nose, mangoloid - Caucasoid dreamless eyes, far away from the ills and
corruption, illiterate, an altergo of miseries and sufferings. This is a MUSAHAR- A
real sufferer on this earth seriously needs to be attended by the HUMANITY. :

The simple expression of the name is one who survives on rat eating. No grain
for Musahar. The Brahamanical philosophy on sharing the grain by Musahar is an
offence committed against the God of Grain. Musahar live mainly on Rat, Snails,
Fish, Rodents, Aahdlr, Ghechul, Sarukh, Karhar, Malkoka etc. Rice Pulse, Vegetable
are an occasional food.

DAILY LIFE OF A MUSAHAR :

With the dawn begins the daily life of a Musahar. They attend to the call of
nature in open. Indira Awas constructed for them also do not have latrines and
bathrooms. Cleaning of teeth and coating on tongue is done with twigs or soil.
Personal cleanliness does not find much importance among them. Daily bath is not
included in daily routine. Soaps are rare items and are hardly used. Soil [ Chikani
Mitti ] is used for cleaning hair and body both by the males and the females. After
having a little dose of Basia [ over night cooked food ] if available, they all go for
work. '

Children also go for rearing of cattle and collection of firewood. They look
after small children and minor domestic activities such as cleaning of utensil, storage
of water etc.

Men and women both work either in the field or on the brick - klin. If they do
not get a job, they spend the whole day searching food items as rat, rodents, snails,
crabs, fish etc. in the village or Chaur or ponds.

*Many of them have adopted other modes of eamning. They have become
" rickshaw and thella pullers, building construction labourers, road construction
labourer etc. Female also assist them as co-workers,
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Old people pass their days in rope and basket making, doing minor works such
as collection of grass, firewood and playing the role of guardian for the small
children.

They all return to the home after a full day work. Genefally they consume
toddy and ganja in the evening. They take meal in the night and go to bed early.
Musahar hesitate to interact with the people other than their caste and cominunity. An
age-long depression could be one of the reasons behind their hesitation in interaction.

No one came to talk to us or even took the pain to ask about us. They showed
an indifferent attitude. They look at others with a sense of wonder. After making
several requests, one came to us and then others followed. Do not expect words of
gréetings from Musahar. Many among the male Musahar were trying to evade
answering the question. The replies were broken words. Female Musahar did not utter
even a single word before the male - investigators. Only a female investigator could
extract some replies from a female Musahar.

BELIEF RELATED TO CONCEPTION :
Conception and coming of child on this earth is considered as a blessing of

God by the Musahar. The stop of menstrual cycle is an indication of the conception.
The practice of celebrating the occasion is not found in Musahar caste. The conceived
girl performs all sorts of domestic and outside obligations till the birth of the child.
The birth of the child takes place in the so called torn out thatched house with the
help of old women of the caste and the local traditional birth experts women
popularly known as chamaiene. Birth of a male child is rejoiced where as the birth of
a female child is not welcome.

CHHATHI :

As is believed that when a child comes on the earth, he/she is under the
celestial custody of the God for six days and then he/she enters into the human world.
Occasion is called naming occasion in Musahar. The names are boor in nature,
traditional and do not sound good. In spite of having a great desire to celebrate this
occasion, financial constraints do not permit them to do so. The new born baby hardly
finds the affectionate lap of his/her mother for more than ten days economic due to

conditions and manages to grow in the company of his/her siblings.
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