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Behind Mudslinging Over Death Of A Girl Preparing For NEET In Patna, Shadow Of Sexual Assault, Cover-Up?

The student's death at Shambhu Girls Hostel in Patna is getting more complicated, as phone records, CCTV
footage, medical reports reveal conflicting information.

By ETV Bharat English Team

Published : January 20, 2026 at 2:18 PM IST

10 Min Read

By Brijam Pandey

Patna: The death of a girl student, who was preparing for the NEET medical entrance examination, at the
Shambhu Girls' Hostel in Patna has put the entire state administration under scrutiny, after questions were raised
over the hospital report and police statements. From ordinary citizens to politicians, everyone is outraged, with a
steady trickle of revelations surfacing regularly on social media.

The Incident

The deceased, a resident of Jehanabad district, was staying at the hostel in Patna for NEET tuition classes. She had
arrived from her home to the hostel in Patna on January 5, and was found unconscious in her room on January 6.
She died on January 11 while undergoing treatment.

Initially, the police suspected a sleeping pill overdose, but the post-mortem revealed multiple injuries, scratches,
and severe trauma to the private areas, raising the possibility of rape. The post-mortem further said the injury
marks appeared to have been sustained during a struggle. The report further stated the student was
menstruating, which could affect some aspects of the investigation, before foregrounding the “possibility of rape”.
Following these revelations, the police have changed the direction of their probe. But they are yet to find any
concrete evidence.

So, what exactly happened at the hostel on the night of January 5?

Three Theories Behind The Death

With three parallel theories, the police and the SIT (Special Investigation Team) have now converged on a single
point, which in forensic terms is called the PO (Place of Occurrence), ie., the crime scene. There are many
questions surrounding the death. Was it a suicide, or was there a larger conspiracy?

First Theory: Jehanabad is only 45 km from Patna. The police are thoroughly investigating the student's mental
state when she arrived from Jehanabad. Did anything untoward happen to her during the journey? What
happened on the way is yet to be revealed, but is deemed crucial to the probe.

Second Theory: Where did she go and whom did she meet after arriving in Patna and before going to the hostel?
CCTV footage and mobile location data are being examined. However, CCTV footage has not yet been made
public. The police have stated that in the hostel's CCTV footage, the student appeared "normal”.

Third Theory: Did something wrong happen to the student at the hostel? The hostel owner has been arrested.
According to latest reports, police have also detained three people for questioning. Will the SIT probe reveal what
happened to the student from the night of the 5th to that of the 6th? Why was she found unconscious in her
room?

A Timeline Of Events

January 6: According to the family, when the student was found unconscious under suspicious circumstances at
the hostel, the hostel authorities immediately admitted her to a private hospital, though they were informed
much later. When they reached Patna, the hostel authorities gave them conflicting accounts. The father alleges
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that the hostel's CCTV footage was deliberately deleted "to prevent the truth from coming out". He also alleged
that sleeping pills were placed in the room to make it look like a suicide.

Meanwhile, the victim's uncle alleged that the hostel owner tried to hush up the matter by offering money. The
hospital doctor had also stated that the student's condition was critical, and that there were injury marks on her
body and head. A relative of the victim said, "When she was admitted to Prabhat Memorial Hospital, her condition
was critical. She was unable to speak and there was no movement in her body. A junior doctor at the hospital said
he suspected foul play after seeing the injuries on her body and head."

January 11: After fighting for her life in hospital for 5 days, the student succumbed to her injuries during
treatment. Her father filed a complaint at the Chitragupta Nagar police station, alleging murder and rape, based
on which, a case was registered. The family alleged there were several injury marks on the student's body, which
indicates she was subjected to violence.

In their preliminary statement, doctors at the hospital denied sexual assault, even though the police's stance was
different. ASP (Sadar) Abhinav Kumar said even though they couldn't confirm sexual assault in their initial probe,
they couldn't completely rule it out, which is why a videographed post-mortem was conducted at Patna Medical
College Hospital (PMCH), after a medical board was formed.

Police also said the victim's January 8 urine report showed signs of an overdose of sleeping pills. Additionally, the
mobile phone's search history showed searches related to the effects of sleeping pills and suicide on December 24
and January 5. This raises the suspicion that she was depressed. However, police have clarified that this is only one
aspect of their probe, and that it would be premature to draw any conclusions.

"The scratches and injury marks found on the student's shoulder and other body parts are also under probe. The
hostel owner, manager, and other staff have been questioned. The police will not act on emotions but on the basis
of evidence," said Abhinav Kumar, ASP (Sadar).

January 12: After the victim passed away, outraged family members protested with her body at the city's Kargil
Chowk. A large crowd gathered, raising tension, at which, the police erected barricades and deployed personnel
from four more police stations — Gandhi Maidan, Kadamkuan, Jakkanpur, and Peerbahore — at the spot. When
the situation worsened, they resorted to "mild force" to disperse the protesters.

Considering the family's protest and allegations, another medical board was formed at PMCH, and a fresh post-
mortem conducted. But with the family not satisfied with the findings of this report, it was sent to AIIMS Delhi for
further study. Although the initial report did mention "coercion", whether or not it constituted sexual harassment
is still under investigation. The AIIMS Delhi report is expected to throw light on this.

January 15: Based on the post-mortem report, the police arrested the girls' hostel owner Manish Kumar on
charges of negligence, and said that the possibility of rape could not be ruled out. They also said further action
would be taken on the basis of the AIIMS Delhi report on the post-mortem, and other technical evidence.

January 16: Bihar Home Minister Samrat Chaudhary took cognisance and told the Bihar DGP to form a SIT, which
includes City SP (East) Parichay Kumar, along with a female DSP, a female inspector, a male inspector, a sub-
inspector, an ASI, and a constable.

January 17: ADG Amit Kumar Jain, Range IG Jitendra Rana, and the entire SIT team, including Patna SSP Kartikeya
Sharma, inspected the hostel, collected evidence, and sealed the room. Sharma said according to police records,
she had gone to her home in Jehanabad on December 26, and returned on January 5, and that CCTV footage from
the station to the hostel does not show any incidence of sexual assault.

He said, "The camera outside the hostel room shows no signs of forced entry or coercion. It shows the warden
coming over to ask her if she wanted to eat. The girl's movements appear normal. There is a video of the door
being broken down after the incident. We are also awaiting forensic and AIIMS reports."

He also said they can show the CCTV recordings, phone records, doctor's reports, or any other evidence the family
wants to see. But none of it can be made public, because it involves a minor under 18 years of age.

January 18: A Patna Police SIT reached the student's ancestral home in Jehanabad, stayed in the village for about
four hours, and recorded statements from more than a dozen people, including family members. The family told
them that the last cellphone conversation with the victim had taken place at 9 om on January 5.

January 19: Bihar Deputy CM and Home Minister Samrat Choudhary said they have formed an SIT, whose work is
being monitored by the Patna IG, with the Bihar DGP overseeing the entire case. He added that the ADG had also
reviewed the case and given the police a free hand.

Outrage, Protests, Political Reaction

Academicians React: The incident has sparked outrage among academics, politicians, and the general public.
Alakh Pandey, the founder of edtech major Physics Wallah, raised several questions about it, demanding that the
government and police take swift action.



He asked, "Why isn't the administration sensitive in cases involving girls? Why isn't action taken immediately, as
soon as such cases come to light? Why was the SIT formed only after the public outcry?" adding, "Immediate
action must be taken in such cases. Rules will have to be made so that our daughters are safe. Only then will the
girls of the country progress, study, and get jobs."

Pandey further said in India, women's safety is only discussed in Parliament, while on the ground, it takes 10 days
to form a SIT.

Civil Society Alerts Human Rights Commissions: Senior human rights advocate and Muzaffarpur resident S K Jha,
who has filed separate petitions with the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and the State Human Rights
Commission (SHRC) in the case, said, "Prima facie, this case points to a serious criminal act. At the initial stage,
attempts were made to suppress the truth and portray it as a suicide."

He alleged that at any stage of the probe, negligence or attempt to conceal the truth constitutes a punishable
offense, adding that in a civilised society, the safety of daughters should be the highest priority. He demanded a
high-level probe supervised by a retired HRC judge, saying he has also sent letters to the chief justices of the
Supreme Court and the Patna High Court.

Congress Protests: During a protest in Patna on Monday, Bihar Congress in-charge Krishna Allavaru said, "Such
incidents are happening because the Bihar government has failed to provide security to our daughters." Congress
leaders also raised slogans against the government.

RJD's Tejashwi Yadav Blames Government: Leader of the Opposition (LoP) in the Bihar Assembly, Tejashwi Yadav,
also commented on the incident, saying that the corrupt and dysfunctional double-engine NDA government has
become a tool for oppressors, corrupt individuals, criminals, and rapists. He added that the Nitish government in
Bihar, "which came to power through vote-buying, is perpetrating atrocities against minor girls, female students,
daughters, and women".

"Because these atrocities are being committed with the support of those in power, officials are remaining silent,
pretending to be virtuous while doing nothing," said the RJD leader.

The RJD leader mentioned several such incidents to allege government complicity, including the gang rape and
murder of a widow in Madhepura, the gang rape and murder of a 4-year-old minor girl in Khagaria, and this
incident, alleging that the ruling party has enabled a subsequent cover-up, which "reveals the ruthlessness,
cruelty, and inhumane nature of the government".

Ministers Respond: With the matter escalating fast, Rural Works Minister Ashok Choudhary jumped in to the
government's defence, saying, "The opposition is creating an uproar by misleading people, as it is seeking
"mileage”. The police are investigating the matter. Have faith in our SSP, IG, SIT team and our government."
Agriculture Minister Ram Kripal Yadav said, "The Congress is finished. They are protesting to stay in the limelight."
Union Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi, who is from the state, said it is not yet clear if the girl had been raped, although
the police report doesn't rule out the possibility. He added, "This is a heinous crime. A SIT has been formed. The
CBI has taken over. Strict action will be taken against whoever is found guilty."

Why The 'Delay In Action"?

Regarding the delay in taking action, Manjhi said all investigations take time, adding, "If something is done in
haste, an innocent person might be punished, which would raise further questions. If there are any problems, I
will personally speak to the Union Home Ministry."
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NHRC announces Online Short Term Internship (OSTI) March 2026

Last Updated: 20 January 2026, 04:04 PM IST

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has invited applications for the Online Short Term Internship
Programme (OSTI), March 2026, to be held from March 9 to 20, 2026.

NHRC, mandated to promote Human Rights literacy and awareness as per the Protection of Human Rights Act,
regularly conducts Internship Programmes, with a view to spreading awareness among University students about
the need for protection and promotion of Human Rights.

This is a full-time Internship Programme from 10 am to 5.30 pm (Monday to Friday) during the notified period.
There will be about 40-45 sessions on various human rights issues to sensitise the interns. The OSTI will include
following inputs (i) Address/ Interaction with Honble Chairperson and Members of NHRC and other domain
Experts including senior Govt. of India Officials (ii) Group Project work on Human Right issues (iii) Book Review
Activity (iv) Films on Human Rights concerning child and bonded labour issues, Anti Trafficking, Health including
mental health and Education issues etc. (iv) Virtual Field Visit to Jail, Police Station & NGO/ Shelter Homes. In these
virtual visits, the interns get to see the workings of these institutions and may get their related questions
addressed.

All the student interns successfully completing the internship would receive a stipend of Rs. 2000/-. Certificate of
participation will be awarded to the candidates on the basis of their punctuality, discipline, participation in online
sessions; timely submission of Group Project Presentation & Project Reports, Book Reviews. It is mandatory for
interns to attend all the sessions of the internship.

Eligibility: Students (i) in 3rd year and onwards of any integrated 5-year PG Course (ii) in 3rd / final year of a
graduation course (iii) in any semester/ year of any post-graduate degree course (also applicable to the students
in three year LL.B. programme) (iv) in any semester/ year of any post-graduate diploma course (v) who are
research scholars in any stream can apply.

Students must have consistently attained a minimum of 60% marks in Class XII and all subsequent semesters in
attended degree or diploma courses, including the presently pursued courses.

The student should not be more than 28 years old as of January 1, 2026.

Students who have attended earlier Internship Programmes organised by NHRC will not be eligible to apply.

The Notification of OSTI-March, 2026, is available at https://nhrc.nic.in/ (Activities link)

Application for OSTI-March, 2026 can be submitted online at https://nhrc.nic.in, latest by 18.00 hours on January
28, 2026.

A 250-word write-up on the topic ‘Statement of Purpose for joining NHRC Online Short Term Internship’ must be
submitted by the applicants online, along with the application form, which will also serve as a basis of selection.
Students who have research potential in the areas relating to human rights, as indicated in the write-up, will be
preferred. The students may also include the details of co-curricular activities, Moot Courts, Internships, and
research projects for strengthening their application.

Applicants should enclose self-attested scanned copies of mark-sheets from 10th standard onwards and mark-
sheets of each year/ semester of graduation & of the course pursued presently, and a letter of recommendation
(LOR) by the concerned HOD/ Dean/ Principal, which should be of a date subsequent to the date of uploading of
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the advertisement and for the presently pursued course.
The Final List of Selected Interns will be displayed on the NHRC website.
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From ‘flexible’ to fearful: women gig workers hemmed in by new rules

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

Women gig workers em-
ploved on service plat-
forms say the promise of
"flexibility” is collapsing
amid new rules, constant
surveillance, and a grow-
ing sense of insecurity.

“I always used to think
this job was good for me; [
have covered my children’s
education because of it
But recent policy changes
have left us mentally and
physically exhausted,” said
Manisha (name changed),
a Delhi-based Urban Com-
pany (UC) worker. Amid
ongoing protests by gig
workers’ unions across the
country, women providing
spa, massage, beauty,
home service, and clean-
ing work say they are bat-
tling their own set of chal-
lenges. What was
promoted as a “flexible”
way to earn has become in-

creasingly rigid.

Ms. Manisha says the
company has recently in-
troduced mandatory
“peak hour” require-
ments. Workers now re-
ceive requests during spec-
ific time blocks, 9 a.m. to 11
am. and 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
and cannot switch off the
app during these hours
without penalty. “Some of
us are having to choose
between work and drop-
ping our children to
school,” she said.

"We're being watched’

Shanti (name changed),
another UC worker based
in Delhi, says that workers
can face automatic ID
blocks if they cancel more
than three jobs in a month.
She notes that “bundle
booking”, where custom-
ers book multiple services
at once, means deeper dis-
counts for clients but re-
duces workers’' earnings.
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Seema, GIPSWU president, said

Even during off-hours, Ms.
Shanti says she cannot es-
cape the company’s moni-
toring systems. When she
turns off her location, her
phone Dbegins buzzing
within seconds, prompting
her to turn it back on. “We
feel like were being
watched all the time. If
anyone takes offline work,
their IDs will instantly be
blocked. I don't take offline
work, so I'm not scared,
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WOmen workers across the gig
economy face distinct vulnerabilities. AsHua BUTANI

but I don't want to be
tracked 24x7,” she said.

Ongoing struggle

The Gig and Platform Ser-
vice Workers Union (GIPS-
WU}, a women-led union,
submitted memorandums
to the UC management in
Jaipur on January 7. Their
demands include remov-
ing the peak-hour system,
restrictive  cancellation
rules, and the bundle-

booking model. The union
also wrote to the National
Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) on January 12,
seeking intervention on ID
blocking and bundle-book-
ing practices. The Hindu
contacted UC with detailed
queries but did not receive
a response till the time of
going to press. Around 150-
200 workers in Jaipur have
kept their apps switched
off since January 8. The un-
ion says workers across In-
dia will follow suit on Janu-
ary 26 and February 3 as a
sign of protest.

Seema, a former UC
worker and now GIPSWU
president, said women
workers across the gig eco-
nomy, whether with UC,
Amazon, or Flipkart, face
distinct  vulnerabilities.
“Male clients sometimes
book services pretending
to be female. And when
women are on long shifts
during their period, there

are no toilets,” she said.

Blocked IDs

Ms. Manisha says any mi-
nor disagreement with a
customer can trigger a
strike. “We have to agree
with clients, no matter
how they treat us. Other-
wise, we are the ones who
suffer,” she said. Ms. Shanti
recalls being expected to
travel from central Delhi to
Greater Noida in just 15 mi-
nutes. When she took leave
for a family wedding, the
first in years, she received
no job requests for days,
which she believes was a
form of punishment. Neha
(name changed), a former
worker whose [D was
blocked after she attended
protests in 2023, has been
off the app for four years.
“Earlier, we thought flexi-
ble work was a big benefit.
MNow, with constant surveil-
lance and pressure, I never
want to go back,” she said.
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supreme court hearing on stray dogs live: ¥t &Y & SaRT Hi & He W Iot @I uiad 3 6t ars dierar &t g3 81 78 8.
gl P 7 Tl A gt Y Hisget ik TR AR it fatherdr wR Riar Sard, Srafds g ot St 3ok J ®ten ar Rerasft
rarsfedt & gem il @ieh a1 uel | il 989 aw@A il e,

7% facet): SRt gl & Ueie 3R 3T S SHfed ¥ IS 378H Hg R guid HIE § TRTTaR I I8t GAdTs o dgd Uidd fa- h sriaret
o 8 S, it i 7 woe ke 6 59 aroT § arfeRrehatelt 8fik R-TReprY Tt (NGOs) Y geftel OfY o oft 1€ &, <fief ararera 3
39 3T HIHA Pl 3FTelt TS 28 STaR! i GIUgR 2 It 97 h 8, [ 757 Weprl, Tira RS ok Ifia AranfaeR sma
(NHRC) & 9&T g ST

Supreme Court Hearing Highlights:

- Uk gehiet A gl foh R Uifcient SRt T7a IR gl 15! 381d, $UfIT gt STHT 81 ST 8. GRIHRUT & HRUT Gl 9 7T 8. i s
FIR &t ahers &, O gl ot ST 3 tie-tiedht AR STeTT. Ueh unTel gt o aote & Teft il oY ot & <t ST Fohelt, Teb 31T Iehte
= ehgl feh IR UTH ©E-HHTfeld U HedT0T HRAT &1 Teh T4 §. CSVR fAGId e HRUT SR il ehl HEAT A §8 8. 0o 5 auf &
Gt & hIcH h RIS HeAT 18] §8 o. AT UC T8 &, ABC g e fAehrerd § o el ad € ok g emmery # i1 3 €. fafelm
A TGAt &, S ANT U1 AT & cAich- THLIT ST THIT gl 81T, [dT & Jid 15 B 7€ & Y T @1feg. e SifFersd
STAT ST 9fey, difh AR 8t ach.

- el & h1e & fASBR g atell hl 3R § SCBA & TG g gehlel YHH Il A &gl o TR-aR e aTet ATERT Gl I FHTRT Sig
TE! o TET 8. T M 1 ST Y ST & @WH o I fRaT SITAT § SR Pt 3Tk SR 86 & df 36 ARAT THard 3.

- STy TIT AgdT = el foh fch SiTueh! Jafaher Halt X8 Jen! & 31k U] SfUPR FRicd! 8, af 85 Fd1ST foh 3 31dGA H Feic
3Teie o1 Sk T 81 87 3 &5l | 31TUch Jafdehel bl oRIT ANTGH 8T 87

~ G A gl foh H gHehT ARk ITR 7151 & Uehdl. Ueh 3= dchic] - hal 1oh 8 AR H gedciTsH gi-l d1igy. ! chl HRAT SIS g!
2, 39 3ISTeid & thde & g HC 39 AT i 2.

- gehieT srsfta et 3 et b Aaedl anfe i SwieRt sifdemial & §. qafaror dreror srfeifRam & ge-oR s o G=I=il & a1y gret
foram ST gepar 8. wafaror & o= Sfig ok Ik smusht T oft enfaer €. sifafaaw aww gf¥wion sraamar & ok vagensy ufafe= g
gafarur Wit SRt ehed 8. 37 Wpfadl | &g Ad @S STt 8. 399 Ueh 21d I8 SiIa! ST Tehell & fob TTeH HUd Wa- A9eiat
anfe & TQTe g,

— IehIet get hIfNeh HS THTLH TR geflcl 4t 3fR chagT foh gART S1Tefe 7R e & Ty Twefir 770 8. STReseygy &l ¥iei & fag
Tt STTE et Tehcl! 8. Sepreheul & folT Toh IU-Affd ST ST Aehd! 8. T & hic & HIRUT e, RAFIAR0T, Wi i AT 3R
SUTR HT HTF §. Pt WAl i IRT @A et Fepar 8. AT H free wwdtg 500 Fai ot AR a1 M1, ATgdR §E §-Tg S gehd
£. g uss off = & A B T T PR TT R &,

- bl IS] IHTIGH A THWT & THIYH & felq Gerd Q. srgl- weltelt AaHT o1 srraf-aa= a9 IurHifa a1 arfar 3ifT 8. gAqdieis
A A 3T 3= F 9 arenait i ggar At 2. 3TH gt RRauren! 6t e W U § 741 78 & 3R I53l i 37t i ATy
faRfd set o1 fAder 3 ma €. g Tt A UHT 8l foha &, T IR SIS R S | el Jfech AIS[al 6id & THieg
FHaaa | [fgd 8.


https://hindi.news18.com/news/nation/supreme-court-hears-stray-dogs-case-live-updates-sc-justices-vikram-nath-sandeep-mehta-and-nv-anjaria-10088524.html
https://hindi.news18.com/news/nation/supreme-court-hears-stray-dogs-case-live-updates-sc-justices-vikram-nath-sandeep-mehta-and-nv-anjaria-10088524.html
https://hindi.news18.com/news/nation/supreme-court-hears-stray-dogs-case-live-updates-sc-justices-vikram-nath-sandeep-mehta-and-nv-anjaria-10088524.html

~ gehleT ULTid WO = 3T &gl foh gl o1 Sregrands Ht fhan ST Fepar ¢. Sifed ddtu dgar A &gl foh g7 i ol TAT0T U o ST &
ferq ot el g Fehd?

~ gehlet URITd Y901 3 gl o & g1 =1gd § fob ars & SR Siell 4 go fewfori & €, fSd @ o &1 Tetd aref FRewren T 3.
ST Teg Agdr 3 el fh SIS a1 781, ddh SIATasTh 8.

— gehlel ueTid WoT 3 gl foh defl-areft i i femfort & vk afkoms gt sird &, S 7 +ifSig e 7 aivagdes feuwoft 6 i g
et A Tl i OFHGR BRI STHT T1MRT, 39! RUTE UeTfd gs. Sifeed fash a1 3 gt fob 7E1-71¢, foegpet oft dvaguf =& o,
g 7R &, g =181 udT foh g9 oRaT e, wifehT g ik 9.

- R gehlet Is] THTi 3 el fh aR & & & &4 H # ot 39 R S g1 18l §. hriarg! &l CeAlfds TR THRUT il 8. IR
3R e ST &1 ehcied & fob d Teleh Tg. ST fdehd 19 3 gt fob &7 ST §, 59 €419 3 3@ U &9 UHT &hed A T 38 8.

~ gehlel U2Mid YWUT A Seftel &1 o gTefl FHadl o el d HRIR A1 g3 8. g & g Hourel! srfeeisr g3l # SRR 781 38! 8.
TS ¥ GHY & 1Y IATART Gl bl AEAT HH gl STt 8, THH k! HTehAhdT 1T HH gid! 8. 3 T b ST SQ? 8 uRaeff
- IfIeRTehdl YR AWM & ehlel = gt foh # 39 g & e & g sfawrsia < &5 gRT S7UHTY ST 38 SRl R Ues e {33 .
1GXeis SHHT Toh Thdl IGTEXUT &. STFER] ohl BIg § ek o iy Aiaxcis T ATsd ST T 5. YoI1a: &8 Aigd 9% U] Hxdl-
faRtelt B ok arfard mrgehifafti ok ues dhdla Tufaa srfcrm g1 St 8. adhiet &Y Siaaht 3 gl fob &Y fRK¥ar srer €. R 3
4 9gd IR AR Pl 8, Gt T e 4 3renifd §. g bl wwwn g1 onnft § 3R ared uers 181 &he ur 38 &. SAfepiRat 3 &is hrarg g1
. 3B BaT [ 59 P SIhIhuT 3R TS T Tehd 8. JET WY TART 7 +ft IS BhRaTe T8l ol & 3R IUgd 811 TR SEART
il Sl GCTAT STT ThdT 6.

- gaTE & R U Jehiet A aRs ifeaardT 7ger Sererrt 6t 3R & A FH GFaTE eTem o iRty fhar. graifs, gofie &l 4 g9
Y i SEThR o AT Fehlet A I et Taran foh I9eh Uy 39 He 8 S8 F© 3eH 3ihs 8. 39 W Iy fAshA 71y 1 &g fah gd
Toh Ale qiforq. dis 7 3t e fohar foh oreT fASH get i geftal O3t bt STTeht 3R $9dh S18 IS TRBRT i 3U-T J1d 7@+ & folg U
& a1 T foar sra.

- A SIE 6 3T GAaTE TR AR hHY Tor et &, Riifch STehT Tem SR HART il & e, TR Feprl 6 SaeRY iR e e
Y Gre& A I8 Hifad heel o ug HehdT 8.

- fUseht grar & <M gufia &I 7 Sterfores Rl ofR o Trdsifes uRERt & SiarT gl i Hisert R iR fRiar Sarg of. e &
TR AR i ffient 3R 3T fatherar ot ey i T fewoft &t 78 oft. @i = e fohar ot & ag [ g shearor &1 =8, afen
A ATTRERT ht GRam & FeT 7 +ff 8.
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Hre s 6t Jia : Trheaed ok TRy & Ruld & gareft smferaa

Tl 4 € Uga

el TRt e aTel! BT I Hid & HATHE A GHSMTSe! i YT TR & Siifufaae ik qohgaua Rl o1 SaeiR 81 THemsct &l siia #
TS ISP 1T YT & BIee a1 el Al fOI g¥ehd o T1&T -Ta! et 81 Gl o T BT & YT 3714 ¥ oo SdTd deh Yshie
B dch 1 T BT 81 gTeifch aRsT=1 a1 gTar & foh 3T a1y gitee # faHiHT geend & 915 8T o &Y T2 | QTS &Y S ol
Bichd SIGHIEIE g1 T g

39 BTclifch ATeTaR &l ot Faraes R 2iv Ted giveat # Taanse! uge ot | 3t gitce H 38 o ©m Hie 6l daR o gt off | qHamedt 3
TS O Uid G deh -ao &bt densft &ft| 3eR, gehiet 8. siedlg AR™T A AE AFarfeR T § fR1errd gt g s Bl
ST Higell STANT i areer TRt fHem 3 oft SiuA ot o foigenk geT A 9 3¢ Fefdd 7w gited ik 378 gfaenatt &t SeeeRt At
2l

Bied o TTgR st ot Tgeit oft g Tthg 11 Y FR, Teh Fele

3R, RITT ATl T e & o giee & FW F& gask o Tea &1 gieet & dTex Uk Soldl TT h R 37R Teb Fete ufafee et wgeht
oft| R Td Q1 At agt @ Feft S off | g R R Jeie Arfcies ot fvTad | diek qudre o 6t g1 aReH! § off gudre &t S
38! & foh STar a8 U & 26 fadsR ol StgmTaTe ugt df IHeh! R glerd &fi? ag foha-foha & fAeht | gaensdt 4 39eh st ot off
THTEUA AT & foh g e wsfdn § ar =gi?

TR @ 25 wWrge gR Tl Rayé

Siftrgaarait A fReprer dsa ard

GeT SfSgedr €9 = 39 "eAT & faRiy & HaaR &l had AT fHeptell | haet AT foredT IR 99 & 312iieh o9 IR R peafsar
hIFTeR deh TIT| Tehgl tfeiererd ATe § AMfie §T 3R At &bt (suer ST & 7 <hl | ifdiererr e o srezrer sRfde AR AT+
ST el R &= <hl AT bt | ATl HgTdfae aRfde HAR HGSIR, WTHA T4, 3Rg HHR, AT 3M1fe ATfie &

treadiva &t uieardy R ofR 9 srudret @1 dede aré gedr TRg 9STT T §1 UedT g 3 Tehs siifufaae a7 & faig 5 sfaedt @
SIS ST g1 THSATEET A 19 25 Wige W SO Ait g1 Hid <hl o1 aoig &t? Iqeh A1 A1t g3end g a1 7817 diadiva 4
UieeaTed RUté # forat g foh Segsrat s¥iifee © $IhR -Ig! -Ig! [ohdT STT AehdT &, THUR TR ohT U &RIT 8?2 ITh IRR W fohd g
& frem &7 g & e foneft gER & €2 981 yhgaua @ Ruté @il 7€ & {6 o & us w et o & i e & ar A8
IHh! HId g i Mell @ & g7
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By Juli Gupta
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7% faceh, Toifdat| AT gl & gHel o ded ATl IR GHiH P 7 gl & AT | 3STerd 3 U Hohd AU & foh afe forelt gvret
¥ fopeft afary ot 7iefiR Tiie ot & a1 STt Hid gidt 8, dt haet TR Raera & 781, afes s Hirsd fi SRt oft ag &t s gadt &1
e faep A1, Siftey Ty Agar ik Sifeew w4t sismivar it tis & we gt foh STl et fewfor o) o a1 =g gwgm
T BT, STGTed 39 Hg il efehy I avg 7R 81

dts 7 gt

e 3 et o HislaT g & @it v 6t fathetar e o g iR hid fomieRt ag & @ hia 721 gt srgrera A daba faan
for fAsht vt i aeficl O 8 & aTg 53T 3R g Afla vaer @t off ST uer @ 1 SrawR i Sewm | Aret Y srTelt gAars 28
A< I qugR 2 a9 g, fos vfied ol g aHanfeieR ST (NHRC) & aehler iR @eft Isa @ dhg enfd uder &t geftel
g STt

e § ot srgw, ST el & Seftet

gaTs & G difgal i 3R & gl 1T ok SMaRT il & gHel § WG el 3R TTH AR hl ST W< | g 3R UM T07I TR
THTE! TheH IS H AR 81 § | O dehicll A 8 HlAeT & rgwede 21 & Seeit JdTd gU el fob Ul Hidl o ol Tsa TRepR
Hareast Sl iR g+t =mfeul

agl, ST e R U] IR swrichdiar 3 ek f3a foh THwa o1 FH1em™ gl ot ARAT 7181, Jfceh TTd! FHeat, et 3R dast
yded 1 351 el foh dfder aoft Shtat & ufa oo o1 daer aar § 3R aanfe a<ienl 4 &t 39 guw &t AAfRd fokar i gear g1
T 3R geret wR oY f=iar

GAATS & SR &TST hl AhAT 3R SISl i ciche Ht TaTeT 38| MaTerd = AT foh YeltsT G avg ehl ST Fepet atet! AR 8, afh
YR H urdl Hifq Y et g1 I 7 SR ik ag dger SR «rnifaquf ag-sifiae & Rigid & a1y 59 dagasfita gg w AT &t
feem & amt seft
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What is Nata Vivah? Contractual marriage recognised by Rajasthan High Court

The practice has long been viewed as a means of misuse and exploitation of women, as it does not grant them
legal rights or formal family recognition.

Almina Khatoon 20 January, 2026 01:28 pm IST

New Delhi: The Rajasthan High Court on 16 January recognised Nata Vivah and granted a woman the right to
receive a family pension after the death of her husband.

Nata Vivah is a traditional, agreement-based form of marriage practised in certain communities in Rajasthan. In
the present case, 60-year-old Ram Pyari Suman filed a petition before the High Court after the concerned
government department her husband Pooran Lal Saini was employed with refused to grant her the pension. The
department rejected Suman'’s claim on the grounds that she was recorded only as a “Nata wife” in government
records and was not nominated as a family member.

Suman'’s counsel, Tushar Panwar, informed the court that after the death of Saini's first wife, Saini entered into a
Nata Vivah with Suman approximately 20 years ago, and the couple has a daughter.

However, due to subsequent domestic disputes, Suman applied for maintenance. During those proceedings, Saini
acknowledged before the family court that Suman was his wife and accepted responsibility for providing
maintenance to her and her daughter.

Following Saini's death, Suman demanded that the state government release the family pension. However, the
officials denied her request.

A single bench of Justice Ashok Kumar Jain directed the state authorities to release the pension under the
Rajasthan Civil Services (Pension) Rules, 1996, recognising Suman as the legal wife of the deceased.

“It is necessary for the Court to consider Nata Vivah. It is a practice prevalent in some rural areas of Rajasthan
where, after the death of or separation from an existing husband, a woman enters into a contractual type of
marital relationship with a man. Thus, there is no dispute that Nata Vivah is also considered a form of marriage in
rural areas of Rajasthan,” the court observed.

What is Nata Vivah?

Nata Vivah, also known as Nata Pratha, is a traditional, non-formalised custom of remarriage or cohabitation
followed in rural and tribal areas of Rajasthan. It is also prevalent in some parts of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, and Gujarat.

Nata Vivah is not recognised under the traditional form of Hindu marriage, as it is based solely on community
consent. It emerged as a customary arrangement for widows, divorced women, and abandoned women,
providing them with a means to enter into a new relationship with social acceptance.

However, the practice has long been viewed as a means of misuse and exploitation of women, as it does not grant
them legal rights or formal family recognition. The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and several non-
governmental organisations working for women'’s rights have urged the government to make the registration of
customary marriages such as Nata Vivah mandatory.

In 2024, the NHRC took serious note of Nata Pratha, under which girls in some communities are reportedly sold—
often through agreements on stamp paper or informal contracts—in the name of marriage, despite the practice
having no legal sanctity. The NHRC also highlighted the misuse of this tradition, including instances of minors
being married to older men.

In the past, the statutory body has called for the complete eradication and abolition of the practice and issued
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notices to the Union Ministry of Women and Child Development and the respective state governments.

The problem

Women in Nata Vivah arrangements are often viewed as secondary or temporary wives.

However, in the case of Ram Pyari Suman v. the State of Rajasthan, the court noted that when Nata Vivah is
conducted with customary ceremonies and in accordance with the rights and traditions of the parties’ community,
it can be recognised under law pursuant to Section 7 of the Hindu Marriage Act.

The court ruled that a woman in a Nata relationship is entitled to her husband’s family pension, even if her name
does not appear in the official service records. Based on the family court’s 2017 order, the court recognised
Suman as the legal wife and directed that her pension be released.

(Edited by Prasanna Bachchhav)
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R R fOar & fae? ranfar @ ered 3 aherd degsi Aeigyt, g1 shel at siTel | 818 9T, e ggen it areat

Richa Sahay | January 20, 2026

TETT AFETfR AT (NHRC) 2 8T &t & figR & fhsriisT & U ATaTfenT dsch & IR & op Hifzar Rulé o1 @a: g9 o, 5
ERATUN & TBIgYTE e7a LM WR 3T U1 § e ST & a1g dY3i ASIgd ehert o ol AoTeR faham T o1 @Rl & HdTfeleh, TSah
AT RF R Ui A & folg ¢4 T IaRT Afch 9T ofig & PRoT 319+ a1 & Uiy arog ST & faig 291 # 181 9¢ Tept| S ror
I ¢ B2 71 3R TS A deh cTgeh ol SN ASIgY &heil It NHRC 3 9T fob ITehT ATl g1 ahel g3t Tl

ST = STTE 2025 # § Ef23a Taad & Ueh1faId Ueh RUTE & SR WR 9 HeHT ol Wd: A7 fora o1 srezet = dfeld a3 3R
e & o Fewt A ARt 2026 # ura o SR S1fAd AR (28) 7 16 AT & AN 718 hl TEIGRTE JeTd WL TR 3Tehedl
a7 o7l fSads a1 SR} 3 3 he e v foram 8 I a7ut 3T § B ot o folg AR ke

IR = TTgh ¥ T8 TG Hoigd

SRANT & FHeT & g Yferd Ruté 7 ohgn ma ¢ o aife R A Wi foha o1 fh 387 75 2025 & 7d | F8IgRie eid ©eH W
T ohi Id §T ol AT| &1G H IV UaT Tefl foh ASehT 370+ URAR & 37erT g1 77 o7 3R I8 Ire 7 ot feepe o1 8 71 81 091 ot 3
HAd AR TR HeT foh IT Tgeh I 3T ST A 1 TR 3@ T thfer ok SR fRf o1 wrIat 381 gU, digeh i 37T aTgeh R
30 F o 3 3R 3T ugyst & s # e 3

7eft @ IRT Shed IHT hel TSI ol g1

SRR 3 31 T foh AATafenT ot 37 & v Siver & 9 9 & foig wreteR fovar Srar o1 emRidY 3 Aranfer it &gl +ft s 6
At T8l 4 8 38 W et AR IE | Tep IR @8 & W hl dhifALT Y IR A 3 38 Uerg fora| rmerT §f 78 971G, S1d dgenT
7fF T TRT e IGT AT aF IThT I1T g1 ALfH F tha 737 37R S deh ohe T

SR 7 THRR fohaT foh ST IR & T1Y A5 S e U 81U o gahsl bl off o0 TR & g I9g1 1dt # Thep faam oM o1fet = I8 ot
ienR o fos 38 @5 ol dis AfSehdt dicHe 8l o 3R Shadl TR W F© arsdl i | glefiich, dic sgd 7R g & SHRoT ATafent
8l 8! 81 TR | §HH 15, SR A Yol & & F cgch ohl Bl T el fohaT 3R 39 gRATUN & U1 Ueh AU S W DS el
SRIT = T8k ol I1¢ # 3R O &=t & a18 & T1Y 10,000 ¥4 3w &)

NHRC = forar amet o1 3=

A TR A oid g8 TATASTRHT A gRamon & g af¥e ok gfarw AgifAderde & 9ry-ary 3wk Ue & M9 g5 TR & gfed smgerd
3R fIgR & foheriet & fore Afoge @l Aifew TRt fohg | TAuTsmeeh 3 sifdremfal ot g o Ader i3an f & g o & o difga
ol Thig HarTasTT AT T g1 T1Y g I foepativTar wHToT U= SR} fohan i € a1 A6l arfeh difed et aafaa srfafaem, 2016 & amv
UG R Heh | $H HHTshH H, gRATUN A5 AT ehR AT 3 Gfcld chl ST ehl TRTT &hd §U el foh Iai- 39 STURTef &1 T
A & foig $aeR e fahg|
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'Contempt of court": SC slams Maneka Gandhi for criticising order in stray dog case

The top court orally said that she has "committed contempt of court," but it was the court's "magnanimity" that it
did not take contempt action against her.

Ashish Tripathi DHNS Last Updated : 20 January 2026, 15:53 IST

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Tuesday came down heavily on former Union minister and animal rights
activist, Maneka Gandhi for her remarks criticising the apex court's orders in the stray dog issue.

The top court orally said that she has "committed contempt of court," but it was the court's "magnanimity" that it
did not take contempt action against her. Taking up a suo motu case related to stray dogs, a bench of Justices
Vikram Nath, Sandeep Mehta and N V Anjaria took strong exception to Gandhi's statements during a podcast.
The court asked senior advocate Raju Ramachandran, appearing for Gandhi, "You were telling the court we
should be circumspect, but what kind of statements she was making?"

"Your client has committed contempt. We are not taking cognisance of that. That is our magnanimity. Have you
heard her podcast? What is her body language? What she says and how she says," the bench said.

The bench also said as a former minister, she has made "all kinds of comments against everyone without even
thinking."

During the hearing at one point, Ramachandran said, he had appeared for 26/11 terrorist Ajmal Kasab. Hearing
this, Justice Nath replied, "Kasab had not committed contempt." The submissions of individuals, NGOs concluded
on Tuesday. The court fixed the matter for further hearing on January 28.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan, appearing for one of the petitioners, said sterilisation reduces the aggression of
stray dogs, but no effective sterilisation is being implemented in most cities.

He argued that the court's observations can sometimes lead to unfortunate consequences. "For example, the said
feeders should be made responsible for dog bites. Perhaps it was sarcastic," he added.

The bench, however, replied, "No, we didn't make it sarcastically. We said it very seriously." Advocate Harsh Jaidka,
for another petitioner, said, there were many stray dogs where he stayed and there was much disturbance. "I
have started having sleep disorder. Kids can't study. Authorities did not initiate any action. They said we can only
do vaccination and sterilisation.

NHRC has also not taken any action. In case of nuisance, stray dogs can be removed," he submitted. Another
lawyer contented that there should be a helpline in every city. Senior advocate Siddharth Dave, said, "Constitution
mandates us to be compassionate towards all beings." Another advocate, Ajit Sharma, contended that
responsibility to sterilise rests on authorities.
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Women’s Commission takes suo motu cognisance of NEET student’s death in Patna

The Hans India | Update: 2026-01-20 06:21 IST

Patna: The Bihar State Women’s Commission has taken suo motu cognisance of the suspicious death of a NEET
aspirant in Patna.

Chairperson Prof. Apsara will visit Jehanabad on Wednesday, January 21, to meet the family of the deceased and
assess the situation on the ground.

Prof. Apsara has written to the Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) in Patna, demanding immediate action
against the culprits and seeking a detailed investigation report to be submitted to the Commission.

She stated that the Commission is closely monitoring the case and assured that no guilty person will be spared.
Following the Commission’s intervention, the hostel operator has been arrested, and a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) has been constituted to probe the case.

The deceased, a resident of Jehanabad district, was preparing for the NEET examination while staying at a hostel
in Patna.

She died under suspicious circumstances, triggering statewide outrage and protests by students and social
organisations.

Providing a major update, ADG (CID) Parasnath said that it would be premature to disclose details until the
investigation is completed.

“This entire matter is under investigation. It would not be appropriate to make any detailed information public at
this stage,” the ADG said while addressing the media.

He explained that technical and scientific investigations take time, particularly DNA analysis.

“Most of the testing process is expected to be completed within the next three to four days. DNA reports may take
five to six days, depending on available resources,” he said.

When asked about the exact date of the student’s admission to Prabhat Memorial Hospital, the ADG said that he
did not have confirmed information at the moment, but assured that every aspect is being thoroughly
investigated.

The Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) has conducted an extensive investigation at the hostel where the student
lived.

The FSL team collected crucial evidence from the scene that could help establish the truth.

The case has sparked a political storm, with opposition parties accusing the government of administrative failure
and delayed action.

Student organisations and social groups have intensified protests, demanding swift justice for the victim.
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NHRC notices to
states after bonded
labourer loses arm

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) has taken suomotu cognisance of thecaseof a
boy who was kept as bonded labour for menths after be-
ing separated from his father at Bahadurgarh railway
station in Haryana. The commission has issued noti-
ces seeking a response on the matter from the authori-
ties in Haryana, UP and Bihar.

Taking cognisance of a mediareport, NHRC noted in
astatement that “reportedly, the boy stepped off the tra-
in to fetch water at the railway station but could not bo-
ard it again to be with his father due to the heavy crowd.
Thereafter, he missed the train and for eight months suf-
fered the ordeal of bonded labour before managing tore-
ach his home with his left elbow severed.”

The commission’s statement dated Jan 15 added,
“The news report has also revealed that a bonded labo-
ur release certificate, which is a mandatory document
required to acecess any rehabilitation and compensa-
tionforthe victim, is yettobe released by the authoriti-
es, under Central Sector Scheme for Rehabilitation of
Bonded Labourer-2021."

The commission has issued notices to the chief se-
cretary and director general of police, Haryana, as well
as commissioner of police, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Ut-
tar Pradesh and district magistrate, Kishanganj, Bi-
har, seeking a response within two weeks.

The authorities have alse been directed to reveal
whether any compensation has been paid and a disabi-
lity certificate issued to enable the victim to get the be-
nefits of the Persons with Disabilities (PwD) Act, 2016,

According to the media report dated Jan 12, after
missing the train, the boy stayed at the railway station
fortwodays, following which aman, in the name of pro-
viding him a job, took him to Greater Noida area in
Gautam Buddha Nagar district of Uttar Pradesh, whe-
re he was made to work from early morning until night
and allegedly subjected to frequent physical torture by
hisemployer.

The victim reportedly made an unsuccessful attempt
toescape from bondage, buthe was caught and subject to
beatings. The news report further revealed that the vie-
tim's arm got severed at the elbow in afodder cutting ma-
chine. He was then abandoned on a road by his employer
without being provided any medical aid.

Reportedly, an unknown person took him toa hospi-
tal in Nuh district of Harvana, from where, out of fear
of again being caught by hisemplover, he ran away and
walked barefoot for more than three km until two govt
teachers noticed him, and the matter was reported to
the GRE Bahadurgarh, Haryana. He finally returned
home in Aug2025.
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From ‘flexible’ to fearful: women gig workers hemmed in by new rules

Updated - January 21, 2026 01:52 am IST - NEW DELHI

Ashna Butani

Women gig workers employed on service platforms say the promise of “flexibility” is collapsing amid new rules,
constant surveillance, and a growing sense of insecurity.

“T always used to think this job was good for me; I have covered my children’s education because of it. But recent
policy changes have left us mentally and physically exhausted,” said Manisha (name changed), a Delhi-based
Urban Company (UC) worker. Amid ongoing protests by gig workers’ unions across the country, women providing
spa, massage, beauty, home service, and cleaning work say they are battling their own set of challenges. What
was promoted as a “flexible” way to earn has become increasingly rigid.

Ms. Manisha says the company has recently introduced mandatory “peak hour” requirements. Workers now
receive requests during specific time blocks, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., and cannot switch off the app
during these hours without penalty. “Some of us are having to choose between work and dropping our children to
school,” she said.

‘We're being watched’

Shanti (name changed), another UC worker based in Delhi, says that workers can face automatic ID blocks if they
cancel more than three jobs in a month. She notes that “bundle booking”, where customers book multiple
services at once, means deeper discounts for clients but reduces workers' earnings. Even during off-hours, Ms.
Shanti says she cannot escape the company’s monitoring systems. When she turns off her location, her phone
begins buzzing within seconds, prompting her to turn it back on. “We feel like we're being watched all the time. If
anyone takes offline work, their IDs will instantly be blocked. I don't take offline work, so I'm not scared, but I
don't want to be tracked 24x7,” she said.

Ongoing struggle

The Gig and Platform Service Workers Union (GIPSWU), a women-led union, submitted memorandums to the UC
management in Jaipur on January 7. Their demands include removing the peak-hour system, restrictive
cancellation rules, and the bundle-booking model. The union also wrote to the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on January 12, seeking intervention on ID blocking and bundle-booking practices. The Hindu
contacted UC with detailed queries but did not receive a response till the time of going to press. Around 150-200
workers in Jaipur have kept their apps switched off since January 8. The union says workers across India will follow
suit on January 26 and February 3 as a sign of protest.

Seema, a former UC worker and now GIPSWU president, said women workers across the gig economy, whether
with UC, Amazon, or Flipkart, face distinct vulnerabilities. “Male clients sometimes book services pretending to be
female. And when women are on long shifts during their period, there are no toilets,” she said.

Ms. Manisha says any minor disagreement with a customer can trigger a strike. “We have to agree with clients, no
matter how they treat us. Otherwise, we are the ones who suffer,” she said. Ms. Shanti recalls being expected to
travel from central Delhi to Greater Noida in just 15 minutes. When she took leave for a family wedding, the first
in years, she received no job requests for days, which she believes was a form of punishment. Neha (name
changed), a former worker whose ID was blocked after she attended protests in 2023, has been off the app for
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four years. “Earlier, we thought flexible work was a big benefit. Now, with constant surveillance and pressure, I
never want to go back,” she said.
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G hIE A HITeTaR il ATaTRE il o HIHA TR GAaTS g8 | 39 IR Ueh ATfAhTehd| = I I a1 foh 37 Selreh A agd IR
AT Gt 8, ST GRT T Ueh-GER I H1oT hd T&d 8, Hichd 8, oIy 378 H1G g1 31Tt 3R I9ch S=d USTS g! e UTd |

% faeetl, 20 SHER (SMETUATH) | GHIH i H AR ol ATATRE Frell o HATH IR GAdTs gs | 59 IR T ATrachlehd! A hic ol
AT foh 3k $eTeh A agd AR AETRE i 6, S I3 I Teh-gER 1 Ui &hed 26d &, Hicd &, Sred 37 Aig g ot 3R 37 a=a
UeTS el o UTd | TTRIhTehd! 3 59 A § Siftiepiial  fRierad &, @ifch 377ept ohgTT foh & haet daiAeM 3R Texeswie o dehd
&1 TSRt &t oft oft o foran, df hiE wrars =8 gs |

ITARIRd! & T = el foh TFHHA T i Tod (THTE [TH) haet Teh W GRIR H h1H Hhed & | Pl Pl WATSSILH IT dai =
& a7c o & Big faar SI1dT 81 Ygaldhe ULrid |y = shel fh gfAarer # ag wieR fohar Sirar @ o amarfd g bt w7 & Rued &
foIq gwTelt FHedt Sgawn SR g1 SR 3R T Sidt SiTel # Ig [A%eH Sthdl 8T 8, dlfch SATGTaR 83l | TRelTgole Ut -Ig) ot
T XgT| TRATSSIL § Pl chl STTehIHehdl hH GBI &, Afch THEIT I8 & foh g Te<l & Tal &1 § I8 78l 8l W67 39 I8k a9 & fog
UG A= gRT 3R @NTI ehl STATEIGg ST GHTT| Teh UHT AR T A1f3T T8t aNT 3 draTRe il &bt RUiE ahe weh foreent
WSS el gl 81 39 fohell derdmge WR gt o STQ ofR hls fasty areifie gt St Qeft fRIehradl o géd shrars el

ULTid WUT & 39 YI1d WR Sy Hatu Agar A fewquft &t foh g7 gl @ ga affthahe A Tei i &l 81 hg Tehd | TATd 3u0T A
gl foh I h o fewforai TeTa T § Tehd! g | SSTERUT & folQ g4t hle A gt o1 foh il o e & folg hisH ot fSHER sgern
SIIY, St 2TIS 2w T | Sifeed faehd e = Te fohan fob g v 4 =18t ehgl 7 o, Sfeeh Sgd 1fiRaT & ehgt T Tl

3 3TeTTal, T ged Ufaefawe ok ud dhella w3l gRT 39 e WR fahy 1 tisdhie R Hfid hid 3 ARTSHR ST Shié = gd w@it
! TR @ 92 §U ehleT 5] ITdeA § gl & 1St R uget 3y hid @ fewfOr el iepr Fraer gt <hl aTd & T8 &1 T 3MTUeh! Tl
2 o 31U FeTEe v aRE Y ITd o BT &2 3MTUSh TeTlee A SIe hl SGHHHT bl 21 8 39 R & 78] & W@, I8 89N} gRarfeet &1
AT YA ITehT UTSHIRE AT 87 I7ch! ATSt ciidol chell g7 I8 9T Shadl & 3R hd gl &1 M- feugoft &t foh I ot Faem |
T1fag, aifch gEt 3R 3rTuch! aerTse [ arg 3R fordeh IR # 418, 8% avg o fewforat one <8t €1 GuiH ol 39 ATHe | A1-a gReT,
Tt et & fopamaa SiR STHeRi & SifdeRT & &g dge s o) foaR &2 38T 81 gAaTs ST SIRT 3T |
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Kinnar Controversy: OTR fohzR faare e & gt AHa SifSehR SIRINT o1 TaRH, ARR-EehmiTeg SP ot AT Atfed

Sagar Kinnar Controversy: fhaR 3t STgR 3 TR <t fohar fohror A1ges wR 71 31RYg omT &, I+t STp% BT &Ta faka o fb IR
& 31 g5t B U Af&Ig bt AAToT e 11T 8, STt 384 aret gt fohaRl R TS ugn 3R IS e+t bl g|Td ST T @,
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IR St @ g 9 'fohar fAarg’ At # 3@ Iga AFq ifder st (NHRC) % 93 foram g. maiT = 91R gfow srefiere 8k
CrerrTTg Gferd arefieres ol AfeH SR shed §T QR TeheuT &ht fsaer iR fawga it s & Acer faw €. arer 8 et 3 1 & a7g gl
1Y ST aret cfaaa & s fAfawra erars gffeaa o= o oft ser .

74T 3 Sopite | & oft srargan

3TN gRT SIRT Fifew & Iewiwa fohar mam & o i =1 avR & 38+ arel) fohar 7141 7 Sopmre § sicagcan o ot oft. sg "eT & 915
Hcfeh HIHT &l 7% fohaR I TR & AR hl Aaeh fohaR fahor wR 1R STRIT @y 2. 1T S1gR 1 3TRIY g foh fehvon gy A or oo
GRE T eIt ST ST 38T T, fSrad A {8es UdTs=1 # 31TeRR HIA1 3 I8 SheH SB[, 39 RIUT @l 7T9R A1d gU A A1e JAfIehR
ST = A bl Fwger S & simaer AT €.

Tt @ a1 deid

frerraa & ag off g1 AT & T I8 HIHT Shadl ST doh YifRd &l €, afceh a8 AT 9ehRl & Jeeia, UTfieh Td=dr 3R
ARG Selis S Haameiel Uge I3 §U &. ST A a1 Sttt & gferd srefarenl & 56 Hdy A fawgd Rulé aore &1 § ok a8 we
T Y el & foh 31T des Y ST A R hRaTs hl 1S € JT 31T T SheH 331U ST 38 8.

T BT il fohar FHATST & Fsentiid e o1 gAmam a1 el

el & o 58 At el e i fadt AR & WY STt S ot e 1. gedenR & 981 W 7 fohar 9rR uge & 3R agi feher darad
T TSI T 71T 1. GarId & SR A IR el =i g8, foreds ame fovar Fa1et A fhar It 3T ot THTST & a1gR e &t Aok
forar e, 5 fAvfg & a1 Amer ok sifdier Ydamsiier gt mar ar aur fafvs |rmifoies et 3R uemes i yfftert w o Hare @s §e
g,

fohaR I BT 1 ARIT

Tg! foheR T STFR AR 9 ATHe § fsgel ST i 77T et @1 8. SehT heT & foh afe THT Yad IR 0 &= & 721 g,
at T Y ST FaTS ST e ot I UM o oft iR SrRIT g € 8RR I Ag SifdeR ST & gLty bt it < oft,
fSrah a1g 319 37T 7 I8 T heH ST &.

R 3R dpATTe Yfeld HgenR | gerad dul

3 I AFG SHAHR AT & 39 TR o J1G Tg a1 31gH g1 fob gfetd i fohe fem # amt srgeft 8 3R ar-m SRt
frsaerar @ S R ST wR 31 FrRars gt urdt & ar 78l fhetgret i & Fifew & arg AR ok damTe gfow Hedd # gotgd duf
g 7T & ok ATe R @oft i g ok g
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gTfAehTend! & oTTd IR GHiH hic dhl T fewqoft, g9 gl § Fféfthche wiehk I ol Rl g ohg Hehd

4 hours ago

G hIE A HITeTaR &l ATaTRE il o ATHA TR GAaTS g8 | 39 IR Ueh ATfAhTehd! = I I a1 foh 37 Selreh H agd IR
AT Gt 8, ST GRT T Ueh-GER I HIST hd & 8, Hichd 8, oIy 378 H1G g1 31Tt 3R I9eh S=d USTS g! o UTd |

TRIehTehd! 3 59 AT H SrfdaTRal & fRierrad &, @ifch ST shgT foh d haer dadfimer 3R WRATSSI o Tehd & | TATTeTRE
&t oft oft U forean, At i e =16l g1 anfichrend’ & aehiet =t gt ok Tfwe aef gl wow (Tefteht fam) dhaet e @ arR
HTH XA & Hil Bl TReATgOIA T JRAAH & a1g fhe @ Big f3ar smar &1

TEdidhe URIid $NUT = Shel ok gfAamR & I8 wienr foha Sirar @ o amaria gt 6 wwean @ fAues & fag gt Faed saawn s
&1 STIGR 3R TMaT Sieht STel § I8 [Oeed Tthdl Y87 &, dfch SATGIaR 8R! B XTSI UHTE! T8l 81 T ¥8T| WXATSSI & Gl chl
3TehTHehd Y gldt §, Afch T I8 & foh s e’ & Ual &1 @ a8 981 81 @711 59 dgdk s & faw urefefar ar ghft ofik & At
SEIECRERIG IR

Tk QT fOed g1 1fe gt @NT 391 AraTied gl chl RUTE i T fSiehT exargsie T2l goi &1 39 foneft deamse W &t fohat SITQ
3R IS faty el gt st Ut fArIat wR gRa Brars |

TIITd Y{NUT & 59 Yeild UR SiTeed Halq Agar = fewoft i foh g il @ g aféfthehe oienz Ter et il 181 ehg Hehdl | TLIT 0T
Hgl o A Y o Ruaforat Toa T3  Topdt §1 IaTeR0T & AT 3 e 3 gt o1 fh peil & Bt & fag Hisd & SR s
SITY, ST 2e v ATl S faehd A1 = wow foa foh ag & | w181 et 1 o, sfess sigd fifiRar & ehgt ma

g9 3reTdl, ThHe Tged Ufaefawe 3iR qd dhdla #3lt gRT 39 AHe WR fohy 714 tfsehie Wk Ui i A ARTSHN STars | shld A g #H3ll
& R § 9 §T ehleT IS A § gl o 1St R uget 3y hié @ RRwfO ol ek FraeT gt <hl aTd & T8 & | T 3MTUeh! Tl
& o5 3ueh TeTTge fohe aRE chl IITd e TET &7 3T aRITET A hid &hl SIGHMAT bl &1 89 39 TR &4T 18] ¢ I8, Ig gHR eRaree &1
AT YA ITehT UTSHIRE AT 87 Ich! TS ciidol chell g7 I8 9T Shgdl & 3R Y gl &1 M- feuguft &t fh I ot Faem |
aAfRT, AfchT gEdt 37 arudhl Femrge for @R ofk foreras aR # 4R, &% ave il fewforat o <& &

g i 39 Al # Aa gRa, Teltet Fami & foharage iR STHert & stfaeRl & die g s-M R [ &R 381 81 gAars st
ST Tt | (3Tge-MmEuTTH)
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SR Gl o gl TR U HIE T, ST thisd i imieRY 97 gH & dohd

By Anu Singh January 20, 2026 3 Mins Read

New Delhi : Gsfi# &IE 7 SIaRT Hil & g o A A T 3@ U gU el & foh afe et gvet 7 fonelt aafe i I an
Bidl 8, df TR Fepral & Try-a1e 31 hisd &l eRT ot 77 6 ST Fevel! g1 hIC A TWE Al A hal foh ITh! (sl fewforat st
HSiTeh GHST TTetd BT, SaTeld 39 [ el efeh? Gt g 7R 21

Sifeew faehn A1, Sifeed |4y AgdT 3R Sifeed ga.dt. SismRan 6t dis = ohgt foh Aisiar saaem # R U 6 fAtherdr ame amg
& R SraTerd forieRt a8 e @ i =761 gt die = ddha faa fos &1 Amret # AT daff &t aefial 2 et & are rsat R dha
emferd a2t ot off Grars o1 srawR faam Srgm|

28 Sa<t i 3Telt gars

HIHC hl 3TTcl GAdTs 28 THaR! i GUgR 2 §91 g1 39 37 JraTaid fiehd RIY, TERT AHaTehR ST (NHRC) & dehlel 3R
G} 5T g dhg AT Ta2M el Geftel AT | Tfiend &g 7R Srrartet A s fob a1t AT IS & SRR ST STt 8|

HIe H it 989, Sre-3renT uelt HY geftet

GAaTE & IR Uit Y ok & vediche gy Sigal, S daw 3R GsHeit i 3R & Ygdtdhe UeTid JWoT d2r #-chr mieh &6t ok @
R vediche S dE 7 31U Geflet & |

dif3d uer Y 3R 9§ gt 73T foh SMTaRT Pl o gH! § Tedl 3R 3T ARG hl ST Wk # § 3R ULMTH THY I6d TS heH S
# AT 8T &1 T Tehiell A 39 FfAUH & 31wg 21 & Iovigd & SiieT 3R el foh afe SimarT it & Rt fohelt i #ia gidt &, at
ST THR Faras Y R gt

Igl, 3T o 3R Uy SifhR ehrfehdfaft di 3Rk @ et ma {6 widem Foft Sfiat & ufa weon @ @1 FAder 3ar &1 37T ab o1 fh
THET ST FHIY Gl ol ARAT e, dfedh THTE! THeE, SehIehiv 3R el Hae g1 3517 a8 i shat foh g wR & Faerdl swrferdt
Y SATRT Gl ! H&AT 3R SATehIHhAT HH s 8|

W iR garst R oft garar

TS o SR TSt e FelToT 3R AehAUTH ol ciehy |t IgH G| F© dehicil A ehgl feh aitst 100 Ul Aeh! ST Hept dTetl SR &,
Afh R & Tt Aehema A T 37Ta g1 STl | giarat giaenett ofk Twy W gt 9 e & oty oft @ 19y

HIE h T feouft

SIeCH Agdl % Ho AT H gedard hrd ge T fond o ararerd fohelt faRiy Hid & spront W fewaoft &t srgafa =t <ift g, sifees
farehmr A1 2 ohgT 6 SraTeta Y Rwaforat aw =g off oik 3% geh & 781 fovar sim @nfdul

dis A Sigrn foh fselt gaars A ag ddhd fam mam a1 fh SIaRT Gl & gdel | AR Mepral & ary-a1er i1 higd &l ot fSsiert aa
8! ohall 81 I 3 Ig ft gl o I8 59 g R ger oiR 2rifagul g-sifia & Rgia & a1y 3mt g1 argdt €1 fhergrer, goftw &hié
3 Tt gefi i Seltel T G R ot § SR 28 STaK! &l g1 aTel GaTs | s SR Hefed Seaff & S Sfard 3R FHTe i
gwie STaTS 81



https://www.joharlive.com/news/supreme-court-takes-a-tough-stance-on-stray-dog-attacks-hinting-at-fixing-responsibility-on-dog-feeders/
https://www.joharlive.com/news/supreme-court-takes-a-tough-stance-on-stray-dog-attacks-hinting-at-fixing-responsibility-on-dog-feeders/
https://www.joharlive.com/news/supreme-court-takes-a-tough-stance-on-stray-dog-attacks-hinting-at-fixing-responsibility-on-dog-feeders/

The Wire, Online News, 21/01/2026

NATIONAL HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSION

Source: https://m.thewire.in/article/ptiprnews/brmgsu-leads-human-

rights-social-security-meet-for-unorganised-workers/amp

BRMGSU Leads Human Rights & Social Security Meet for Unorganised Workers
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New Delhi [India], January 20: Hooghly witnessed a massive mobilisation of unorganised sector workers as a
large-scale conference on Human Rights Awareness and Social Security for Unorganised Sector Workers - 2026
was held at Dunlop Maidan. More than 20,000 workers participated, most of them railway Mall Godam (goods
shed) labourers from different districts of West Bengal. The conference focused on strengthening awareness
around labour rights, human dignity, and access to social security for workers outside formal employment
structures. It was jointly organised by the Bharatiya Railway Mall Godam Shramik Union (BRMGSU) and the
Bharatiya Labour Union, with support from SGT University and Nomo Foundation. The objective was to create a
collective platform where workers could better understand labour laws, human rights provisions, and welfare
schemes meant for their protection.

BRMGSU Background: The Bharatiya Railway Mall Godam Shramik Union has been actively working for the
welfare and rights of railway goods shed labourers across India. Over the years, the union has consistently raised
issues related to job security, minimum wages, occupational health and safety, and social protection for Mall
Godam workers, many of whom operate in highly informal and vulnerable conditions. Through sustained
advocacy, dialogue with authorities, and grassroots mobilisation, BRMGSU has emerged as a strong and credible
voice for unorganised railway labourers.

The programme was inaugurated by Dr. Parimal Kanti Mondal, President of BRMGSU, who highlighted the long-
standing challenges faced by unorganised workers, including lack of job security, inadequate wages, limited
healthcare facilities, and absence of social protection. He stressed that unity, legal awareness, and organised
action are essential to securing dignity and justice for Mall Godam labourers.

The conference was attended by Priyank Kanoongo, Hon'ble Member of the National Human Rights Commission,
as Chief Guest. Addressing the gathering, he stated that labour rights are an integral part of human rights.
Referring to his recent visits to railway goods sheds across West Bengal, he shared insights from direct
interactions with workers and assured that the issues raised would be pursued through appropriate institutional
mechanisms.

Sheo Prasad Tiwari, National General Secretary of TUCC, attended as Special Guest and highlighted the
importance of collective struggle and strong trade union movements in protecting workers' rights.

Senior officials from the Ministry of Labour addressed the gathering on key enforcement and welfare issues. Anil
Jena spoke on labour law enforcement and statutory rights, while Dwipannita Jena highlighted occupational
health and safety concerns. Shitangshu Tai elaborated on welfare schemes and social security benefits available
to unorganised workers.

Legal perspectives were shared by Sanjay Ghosh and Kobir Ghosh, who stressed the importance of legal
awareness and judicial support in strengthening the fight for labour rights.

The conference concluded with a call for sustained unity and organised efforts, led by Indu Sekhar Chakroborty,
General Secretary of BRMGSU, reaffirming commitment to the ongoing movement for human rights, social
security, and dignity of labour for unorganised sector workers.

(Disclaimer: The above press release comes to you under an arrangement with PNN and PTI takes no editorial
responsibility for the same.). PTI PWR
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