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Blaze in Odisha hospital
claims 12 patlents lives

7 Die In ICU Beds,
20 Injured In
Govt-Run Facility

Ashok Pradhan, Diana Sahu &
Hemanta Pradhan | tnn

Bhubaneswar/Cuttack:
An electrical fire origina-
ting in the trauma unit of
SCB Medical College and Ho-
spital in Odisha’s Cuttack at
2.40am Monday enveloped
three floors within minutes,
killing 12 patients and inju-
ring 20 people as staff and at-
tendants at the state’s oldest
and largest govt-run tertiary
healthcare facility scurried
toevacuate the sick.

Seven of 23 patients
acrosstwo ICUsdied in their
beds while three succumbed
to their injuries while being
moved to a portion of the ho-
spital untouched by flames.
A 45-year-old man and an 11-
year-old girl died later in the

The charred equipment and beds at a trauma centre of SCB Medical _
College and Hospital after the fire incident in Cuttack on Monday

medicine ICU, ward in-char-
ge Jayant Panda said.

CM Mohan Charan Majhi
orderedajudicial probeled by
retired district judge Laxmid-
har Biswal and announced ex
gratiaof Rs25lakheachtothe
families of the victims. A se-
parate six-member fact-fin-
ding team headed by develop-
ment commissioner Deoran-
jan Kumar Singh will assess

the hospital’s safety infrast-
ructure and preparedness.

President Droupadi Mur-
mu and PM Narendra Modi,
too, condoled the deaths. The
PM announced agrantof Rs2
lakh each from the PM’s Na-
tional Relief Fund to the kin
of the deceased and Rs 50,000
for the injured.

»Cause not known yet, P 14
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Cause of Cuttack hospital
fire yet to be determined

‘Responders
Reached Site
Within 2 Mins’

Bhubaneswar/Cuttack: An
electrical fire originating at a
trauma unit of SCB Medical Col-
lege and Hospital in Odisha’s Cut-
tack killed 12 patients on Monday.
Hospital source said the blaze fol-
lowed a small fire from an electri-
cal spark in the first-floor trauma
ICU that had been quickly attend-
ed to and doused. Till late Monday;,
there was no clarity on whether
the same spark or an undetected
fault elsewhere was the source of
the massive fire that coursed
through the ward and two upper
floors moments later.

The fire services department
reported a gap of more than 15
minutes between the initial warn-
ing signs and firefighters on cam-
pus being alerted. Director gener-
al of fire services Sudhansu Sa-
rangi said the department re-
ceived a call on the emergency
number 112 at 2.58am. “Fire en-
gines reached the spot within two

Smoke billows out at SCB Medical
College and Hospital, Cuttack

minutes,” he said.

Health secretary S Aswathy
said1lstaffersof thehospital were
among the injured. “They suf-
fered injuries while helping res-
cue and evacuate patients. They
areall out of danger,” she said.

“My sister-in-law Menaka
Rout, 54, was recovering after suf-
fering a head injury in a fall on
March 1. She was expected to be
out of the ICU this week. Who
could have imagined something
like this would happen,” said Ni-
ranjan Swain of Kendrapada.

Ghanshyam Behera stood out-
side the hospital building hours
after the fire, looking distraught.

NHRC seeks report
from chief secy

ational Human Rights

Commission has directed the
chiefsecretary tosubmita detailed
report within 15 days on the fire that
broke outintheICU of the trauma
care centre of the Cuttak hospital.
The directive came after human
rights activist ManojJenalodged a
complaintalleging gross
negligence andalack of fire safety
systems atthe state’s premier
medical institution. Tnn

“My father had had an accident
and was being treated in a third-
floor ward when I heard shouting
and screaming. Black fumes blan-
keted the ward in quick time. I car-
ried my father on my shoulders
and ran outside,” he said. Ghan-
shyam’s father Jadumani has
since been shifted to the ortho-
paedic ICU. Security guards came
bearing the news of the death of a
17-year-old, who was in the trauma
ICU.“Shocked asIwastohearthis,
Iwentlookingforthe body. It'seve-
ning now and I and still looking,”
her cousin Sudipta Nayak said.
Thelast such hospital fire tragedy
in Odisha occurred in Oct 2016.



Pioneer, Bhubaneshwar, 17/03/2026
e Page No: 3, Size: 23.02cm x 21.88cm

NATIONAL HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSION

§7

Hindalco coference

EXperts call for ights-Dased dey, ethical govenance

PNS B Bhubaneswar

Reinforcing its commit-
ment to responsible corporate
citizenship and inclusive de-
velopment, Hindalco Indus-
tries Limited on Friday
organised a National-level
Human Rights Sensitization
Conference here, bringing to-
gether policymakers, jurists,
corporate leaders and civil
society representatives from
across the country for delib-
erations on rights-based de-
velopment and ethical gover-
nance.

The conference was held in
collaboration with Human
Rights Front. The inaugural
session featured Member, Na-
tional Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) Dr Justice
Bidyut Ranjan Sarangi,
former Chairperson of the
Odisha Human Rights Com-
mission Justice Bimala Prasad
Das, former Member of the
OHRC Asim Amitabh Das,
Vice Chancellor of Maa
Manikeswari University,
Kalahandi Dr Nibedita Nath
and Chief Human Resources
Officer of Hindalco Industries
Limited Samik Basu.

>4c

Huimayn Rights
Metiorel Confarence

Senior President and Chief
Legal Officer, Hindalco VR
Shankar and President-HR,
Hindalco and Conference

Convener TM Prakash were
also present on the occasion.

Delivering the keynote ad-
dress, Samik Basu emphasised
the importance of embedding
human rights values in corpo-
rate governance and develop-
ment initiatives.

The conference featured
three thematic panel discus-
sions addressing key human
rights issues.

The first panel discussion
focused on "Rights-Based De-
velopment: Advancing Equity,
Inclusion and Institutional
Accountability.” Moderated
by senior journalist and
former Bureau Chief of BBC

Sandeep Sahu, the panel in-
cluded former Vice-Chancel-
lor of FM University Prof (Dr)
Kumarbar Das; Senior Presi-
dent and Chief Legal Officer
of Hindalco VR Shankar;
former State Information
Commissioner Jagadananda;
Member, Odisha State Com-
mission for Women Dr
Kalpana Mallick and Associ-
ate Professor and Head of the
Centre for Social Research
and Innovation at KIIT Uni-
versity =~ Dr  Debasish
Mahapatra.

The second panel discus-
sion examined "Corporate
Responsibility and ESG," fo-
cusing on ethical business
practices and compliance
with national and global hu-
man rights standards. The

session was moderated by
former Bureau Chief of The
Economic Times Nageswar
Pattanaik with panellists in-
cluding Associate Director -
ESG Advisory Pratul Narayan;
former Judge of the Orissa
High Court Dr Justice DP
Choudhury; Chairperson of
Mahila Atmanirvar Abhiyan
Dr Rina Routray and Mentor
at the Centre for Research and
Community Action Dr
Ambika Prasad Nanda.

The final panel discussion
addressed "Labour Codes and
Human Rights: Balancing
Ease of Doing Business with
Worker Protection.” The con-
ference also recognised several
human rights defenders for
their contributions to pro-
moting social justice.
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NHRC asks chief secy to submit inquiry report on SCB fire in 15 days

BHUBANESWAR: The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on Monday asked the state
government to conduct an inquiry into the SCB MCH fire tragedy and submit a report within a fortnight.
Acting on a complaint lodged by Human Rights Front (HRF) chairperson Manoj Jena, the commission
asked the state chief secretary to examine the matter and submit the report expeditiously within a
period of 15 days. The NHRC underlined that the allegations levelled in the complaint were serious
violations of the human rights of the victims. The complainant sought the commission's intervention to
institute a high-level inquiry and take action against the authorities responsible for the incident.
Compensation of Z1 crore to the deceased and ¥50 lakh to the injured and the formulation of safety
guidelines to prevent such incidents in future was also demanded.
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16.03.2026

OTV

14:00

NHRC Seeks Report on SCB Medical Fire
Tragedy in Cuttack

The National Human Rights Commission has
expressed concern over the tragic fire incident at
SCB Medical College and Hospital in Cuttack that
reportedly claimed 10 lives. The commission has
asked the Chief Secretary of Odisha to submit a
detailed report within 15 days after conducting a
thorough inquiry into the incident.

02:55 Min

Breaking
News

Manas

16.03.2026

NEws18
India

15:00
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Breaking
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16.03.2026

Kalinga TV

16:40

SCB Medical Fire: NHRC seeks report from Chief
Secretary, to be submitted in 15 days

-The National Human Rights Commission has
taken serious note of the fire incident in the ICU
of SCB Medical College and Hospital in Cuttack
and sought a report from the Government of
Odisha.

The Commission has directed the Chief Secretary
to submit a detailed report within 15 days on the
incident. The complaint was filed by Manoj Jena,
president of Human Rights Front India.

Taking up the matter, Commission member
Justice B. R. Sarangi ordered the Chief Secretary
to furnish the report within the stipulated time.

01:28 Min

Breaking
News

Abc
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OTV

19:00

Tragic Fire at SCB Medical College Hospital's
Trauma Care ICU in Cuttack Claims 10 Lives;
CM Majhi Announces 325 Lakh Compensation
and Judicial Probe

A devastating fire broke out in the early hours of
March 16, 2026 (around 2:30-3:00 AM) at the
Trauma Care Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of SCB
Medical College and Hospital in Cuttack, Odisha,
resulting in the tragic death of at least 10 critically
ill patients. The blaze, suspected to be caused by
an electrical short circuit, forced a chaotic
evacuation where many patients succumbed while
being shifted to safety; five others remain in
critical condition, and 11 hospital staff suffered
injuries during rescue efforts. Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi visited the site to assess the
situation, expressed deep grief, announced ex-
gratia compensation of 325 lakh each to the
families of the deceased from the Chief Minister's
Relief Fund, ordered a judicial inquiry into the
incident, and formed a six-member fact-finding
team to determine the exact cause. Meanwhile, the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has
sought a detailed report from the Odisha Chief
Secretary, highlighting concerns over patient
safety and hospital infrastructure.

05:25 Min

Breaking
News

Abc
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16.03.2026

Argus News

17:00

SCB Medical Fire Tragedy: Death Toll Rises to 11
-The death toll in the devastating fire at SCB
Medical College and Hospital in Cuttack has risen
to 12, turning what began as a routine early
morning in the Trauma ICU into one of the worst
hospital tragedies in Odisha in recent years. Many
of the victims were critically ill and asleep when
the fire broke out, leaving them little time to react
as flames and thick smoke engulfed the ward.

02:15 Min

Breaking
News

Abc

16.03.2026

India News

11:40
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06:35 Min

Breaking
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Abc
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India TV

16:03
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00:31 Min

Speed News

Abc

16.03.2026

OTV

11:00

ICU Fire at SCB Medical in Cuttack: 10 Patients
Dead, Families Allege Negligence

-A tragic incident unfolded late last night at
Srirama Chandra Bhanja Medical College and
Hospital in Cuttack after a fire broke out inside the
ICU ward. According to reports, at least 10
patients lost their lives before the fire could be
brought under control. One grieving father alleged
that his son, who had been recovering after
surgery in the ICU, died in the fire. He claimed
hospital authorities did not inform him about the
incident and he learned about the tragedy only
after reaching the hospital and discovering that his
son’s body had already been sent for post-mortem.

05:45 Min

Special Story

Bidhyadhar
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16.03.2026

Kanak News

18:00

Temple of Hope in Ashes | 10 Dead in SCB
Medical Fire Horror

-SCB Medical College and Hospital in Cuttack,
known as the "Temple of Hope" for millions
across Odisha, turned into a site of death and
despair last night. A devastating fire in the Trauma
Care unit has claimed 10 innocent lives, leaving
families shattered and the entire state in mourning.
What was supposed to be a place of healing
became a graveyard as thick smoke and fire
engulfed the ward. This emotional report captures
the raw pain of families who saw their loved ones
perish in the flames. From a widow's silent
screams to the blackened walls of the ICU, the
tragedy raises a massive question on hospital fire
safety and administrative negligence.

04:18 Min

Special
Report

Abc

16.03.2026

VTV Gujartai

16:00

Dalit youth brutally murdered in Rajkot, huge
outrage in the society, ultimatum to the police to
arrest the accused

Dalit community protests over brutal murder of
youth in Rajkot, wife who lost her mind said, I
want my love. Strong demand for swift and strict
punishment for the accused

04:36 Min

VTV
Panchayat

Abc
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16.03.2026

TV9 Gujaati

18:00

Uproar in Rajkot Hospital Following
Controversial Death of Dalit Youth Sparks
Protests and Outrage Among Community
Members.

-Family demands justice for the youth who died
following an attack by five individuals.

* Increased police presence at the civil hospital in
Rajkot to maintain order amid rising tensions.

02:47 Min

Breaking
News

Garg

16.03.2026

Gujarat First

17:00

Una Dalit Movement: Impact of Struggles and
Recent Developments in Gujarat's Ongoing Socio-
Political Landscape

-The Una incident of 2016 involved brutal assault
on Dalit individuals, sparking national outrage.

* Recent events in July 2026 show continued
violence against Dalits, highlighting persistent
societal issues.

06:31 Min

Exclusive

Arvind

16.03.2026

Zece News

11:20
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Zee News
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