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It is a matter of great satisfac-
tion that during the past few
years the National Human
Rights Commission has taken
suo motu cognizance of many
issues related to people of the
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe communities and women
and children. I have been
informed that so far the
Commission has taken suo motu
cognizance of about three
thousand cases.

I have expressed my views on
the issue related to undertrial
prisoners lodged in prisons.
Some efforts have also been
made in this direction. I am
pleased to know that on the
occasion of the Foundation Day
organised by the National
Human Rights Commission this
year, extensive deliberations
were held on the subject of
“Human Rights of Prison
Inmates”. I hope that positive
outcomes will emerge from the
deliberations on the said
subject.

Women’s empowerment and
welfare are major pillars of
human rights. The “Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao” cam-
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paign has promoted the
education of daughters,
especially in those areas where
the number of girls is low. It
gives me pleasure to see that
through many effective schemes
of the government, women’s
economic participation, dignity
and self-reliance have been
strengthened. 1 am extremely
delighted to know that the
Commission organised a
conference on the issue of
women'’s safety in public places
and workplaces. The conclu-
sions emerging from such
conferences can prove impor-
tant in the direction of women’s
safety and empowerment. For
this, I appreciate the entire
team of the Commission.
Education plays a crucial role in
empowering citizens and
upholding their human rights.
Institutions such as Eklavya
Model Residential School and
PM Shri School provide access
to quality education for all.
Through these institutions,
special encouragement has
been given to the education of
students from under privileged
sections.
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Ladies and gentlemen,

The people of India believe in
“Antyodaya”. “Antyodaya”
means that those who are
standing on the last rung of
humanity should receive every
facility that is necessary for a
citizen. To enrich democratic
rights, we reach them. Have we
reached them yet to give human
rights? If not, then we should
think from today. We believe in
First Village- First Village

qAd & o7 g § fagm@e w@a 2
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means, the village which is at
the end of the border of India-
have we reached that village? If
we have not reached, then let us
start from today itself. This is
not only the work of the
Commission or the government,
this is the work of all of us, it is
the duty of every citizen of
society that all the facilities of
human rights should also reach
those people.

Our dream is to make India a
developed nation by 2047.
Inclusive does not mean that
only some people have to be
taken along. Inclusive means
that every facility should reach
the 140 crore citizens of India

that is available to people
sitting on big positions. |
understand thatitis avery good
thing to be big. One should
become big, because only then
can one serve others. But big
people should sometimes look
back. How far are the people
standing on the last rung? Will
they be able to come ups by
2047? If they are unlikely to
make it, then we must give a
thought to it today. . I want to
thank the National Human
Rights Commission but human
rights are not only for one day,
rather I think that we should
follow them for 365 days.
Whether there is celebration or
not, but there should be inner
celebration, there should be
personal celebration.
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There are also some places
where the app cannot reach. To
reach there, what kind of
mechanism can be developed, in
this direction also we should
think seriously in this direction
also.
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This is a very good thing. [ want
toreiterate thatitis notonly the
Commission or the Government;
the Government machinery is
there. There are also people
who have eyes but cannot see,
have ears but cannot hear, have
mouth but cannot speak. It is
our duty to become their eyes,
ears and voice. Rights are there,
the government is also working
to ensure them, but why are
these rights not reaching on the
ground? Because they are mute
and deaf. We should speak up
forthem and take up the matter
with thegovernment.

ot e frereRt Tt s wfergar
2Tt & fop werier wrmmarel) 1 = iey, STrEan
297 % B I 3T AN TS o &L 11 doh

agll
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It is our firm belief that the
National Human Rights Commis-
sion is an institution of the people of
India, it is for the people and is
always with the people.
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