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Islampurdeath:NHRC

upset withWBgovt

Team led by DIG Kurilos will be staying inIslampur till 15 October
toinvestigateinto the matter

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
RAIGANJ/BAGDOGRA, 8 OCTOBER

three-member team

of the National

Human Rights Com-

ission(NHRC) that

arrived at the Bagdogra air-

port from New Delhi today

alleged non-cooperation from

the state government,as they

headed to Islampur to inves-

tigate the alleged police fir-

ing on protesters at the Darib-

hit High School thatkilled two
students on 20 September.

According to team mem-
bers, theywere held up at the
Bagdogra Airport for more
than two hours as the North
Dinajpur district adminis-
tration failed to arrange for
vehicles thatwould take them
to Islampur.

They alleged that neither
the District Magistrate nor the
Superintendent of Police
answered their phone calls.
Theywere, however, provid-
ed with acarlater, which took
them to Islampur in the
evening. The teamled by DIG
Kurilos will be staying in Islam-
pur till 15 October to investi-
gate the matter, it is learnt.

It may be noted here that
students of the Daribhit High
School were demonstrating
against the appointment of
Urdu and Sanskrit teachers,
whiledemanding teachers for
more important subjects, when
police allegedly opened fire on
them, killing21-year-old Rajesh
Sarkar, a student of Islampur
Polytechnic College on the
spot. Another student, Tapas
Barman, 21, died at the North
Bengal Medical College and
Hospital the next day. A stan-
dard 10 studentofthe school,
Biplab Sarkar also received a
bullet injury on his left knee
and s stillin critical condition.

BJP demands fresh p

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 8 OCTOBER

The state BJP today demand-
ed fresh post-mortem of for-
mer students of Darivit High
School, who were killed in a
firing .

The party's state presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh alleged that
reports indicated that the
students had fallen to a bul-
let fire from arifle. “Had any
outsider been involved in
the firing how could they
escapein the presence of the
police,” Ghosh said. Ghosh
said thata case has been filed
in the Supreme Court urging
for the CBlinquiry .The fam-
ilies of both the victims have
demanded aprobebythe CBI
and refused to cremate their
bodies until then.

The saffron brigade has
called fora12-hour statewide
strike in protest against the
death oftwo former students.
Rajesh Sarkar, 19, and Tapash
Burman, 21, both former stu-
dents of Darivit High School
in Islampur where the vio-

The state government, how-
ever, claimed that police did
not open fire on the students
and handed over the charge
ofinvestigations to the CID. On
the other hand, family mem-
bers of the victims, who were
witnesses to the incident,
claimed they saw the police
open fire at the protesters.
They have demanded CBI
inquiry, while they, alongwith
state President of the BJB, Dilip
Ghosh, met the Indian Presi-
dent in New Delhi with their
demand. Theyalsomet NHRC
officials there.
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ABVP activists protest against police firing at Darivit High

School, Islambur.

lence over appointment of
Urduand Sanskrit teachers took
place, died of bullet injuries,
though as North Dinajpur
superintendent ofpolice Sumit
Kumar denied the claim. The
SP however, admitted thatthe
students had received bullet
injuriesand theinvestigation
isunderway. Kumaradded eight
people have been arrested in
this connectionwith the clash.
The deceased families have
buried the twobodiesin Darib-
hitavillage and keepingwatch
over the graves so that the

An Independent rights
defender, Srirupa Mitra Chowd-
hury,whois accompanyingthe
NHRC team, said, “I am a
complainant in the Daribhit
case. I filed the complaint
with the NHRC on 27 Sep-
temberand on thebasis of the
same, the team is here to
probe the issue. The team of
the NHRC today reached Bag-
dogra Airport at 1 PM, where
they were notreceived byasin-
gle official. The districtadmin-
istration did not even allot a
vehicle for the team to reach
[slampur. After repeated calls,
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bodies are not taken out and
cremated. Chief minister
Mamata Banerjee, who is in
Milan (Italy), released a state-
ment vowing to keep the sit-
uation normalin the state, while
alleging BJP and the RSS in
spreading communal tension
in the region.

“Thedeathsare unfortunate.
Butthe police did notopenfire.
Itwas thegoons.The BJP and
the RSS are playing with
blood. The BJP has to answer
for this,” she told the media
there.

acarfinallyreached Bagdogra
at3 PM.”

District Magistrate of North
Dinajpur, Arvind Meena, how-
ever, said they did send a vehi-
cle to receive and take the
team to Islampur. “We have
even arranged accommoda-
tion for theminIslampur. Our
officials are assisting them.
The allegation of non-coop-
eration does not arise,” he
said.At the airport, Choudhary
alleged that the state gov-
ernment does not want the
NHRC team to investigate
the matter. “



