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NHRC seeks report on student
suicides in Navodaya Vidyalayas

‘Half of the 49 students belonged to tribal communities’

g,

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on
Tuesday served notice on
the Ministry for Human Re-
source Development on the
reported suicides of 49 stu-
dents of the residential Jawa-
har Navodaya Vidyalayas
(JNVs) over five years.
Taking suo motu cogni-
sance of a media report that
49 students had committed
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suicide on JNV campuses
from 2013 to 2017, the NHRC
asked the Secretary of the
Ministry for a report in six
weeks. It asked whether
trained counsellors were
available for students,
whether there was dedicat-
ed staff to ensure students
were not left alone and

whether there was emergen-

cy assistance, including a
hotline.
According to the report,

half of the 49 students be-
longed to Dalit or tribal com-
munities, and the majority
were boys.

“Reportedly all, except se-
ven, were suicides by hang-
ing, and the bodies were
found either by classmates
or the school staff. The JNVs
are reported to be the Cen-
tral government’s pace-set-
ting schools for talented chil-
dren from rural India,” the
NHRC said.
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g‘m‘;‘ NHRC Notice to HRD Min
Over JNV Suicides

New Delhl: The
NHRC has sent a no-
tice to the HRD Min-
§ Istry over there-
~4 ported svicide of 49
students, including
Dalits, of residential
Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas (JNVs)
between 2013 and
2017.The NHRC in a statement Tuesday said,
reportedly, “all, except seven, were suicides
by hanging.”-pti
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NHRC seeks HRD ministry’s
response on suicides in JNVs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

AS many as 49 students, includ-
ing a significant number of Dal-
its and tribals, of residential
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas
(JNVs) reportedly committed
suicide between 2013 and 2017.
Voicing concern over the large
number of suicides, the Nation-
al Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) on Tuesday issued a
notice to the Union Ministry of
Human Resource Development,
seeking a detailed response on
whether the required assis-
tance was available for students
in JNVs. The NHRC acted after
taking suo motu cognisance of
amedia report which highlight-
ed the issue of suicides commit-
ted between 2013 and 2017 in
JNVs. Half of the victims were
Dalit and tribal students, and
the majority of them were boys,
it said.

The rights panel asked the
ministry to respond within six
weeks on whether trained
counsellors were availlable on
the campuses so that students
could talk to them about their
feelings. Information has also
been sought on whether there
1s dedicated staff to ensure that
children are not left alone in
rooms, and if emergency assis-
tance through counselling over
phone and suicide hotline ser-
vices are available to them.

Suicide schools?

Forty-nine students of residential Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalayas reportedly committed
suicide between 2013 and 2017. The National

Human Rights Commission has issued a notice

The contents of the
media report, if true,

cannot be ignored or
overlooked as this

to the HRD ministry on the issue

reported pattern of
suicides by so many

students in JNVs might

No. of JNV Number of still increase, if not

students who studentswho | checked in time with

committed | committed appropriate measures
suicide during suicide by

2013-17 hanging NHRC

b weeks | 1985

Timegivento | Year JNVs started
HRD ministryto | operations

show trained

counsellors are
on campus, that
there is
dedicated staff
to ensure that
children are not
left alone in the
rooms. The HRD
ministry has
been asked if
emergency
assistance
through phone
counselling and
suicide hotline
services are
available to the
students.

635

Total number of JNVs in
the country

2.8 lakh

Number of students enrolled
in JNVs

2.5%

Suicide rate among JNV
students

EXPRESS ILLUSTRATION

Of the total victims, half
of them were Dalit and tribal
students

Majority of them were boys
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Patient found on trash
pile at Bihar hospital

Piyush Tripathi
& Ajay Pandey | TNN

Patna/Muzaffarpur: Na-
tional Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) on Tuesday

served a notice to Bihar gov-

ernment following reports
about a Hajipur Sadar Hos-
pital employee allegedly
throwing out a patient from
the burns ward on Saturday.

In a statement, the NHRC
said it has asked the state
chief secretarytosubmitare-
port on the violation within
four weeks. It added, “The
NHRC has taken suo motu
cognizance of media reports
that a patient from the burns
ward of Hajipur Sadar Hospi-
tal of Vaishali district was al-
legedly thrown out by a ward
boy at a place where the gar-

bage is dumped. The picture
of the patient lying on the
waste hasalso been carried.”

The statement said, “Re-
portedly; he (the patient) was
referred by Lal Ganj Referral
Hospital fortreatment there.”

It added, “The right to
health and proper medical
care is one of the basic hu-
man rights. Even if the pa-
tient himself went out and
collapsed, the incident indi-
cates negligence on the part
of the ward attendants/
nursing staff of the hospital
as he could not be noticed for
alongtime.”

Confirming the Ilapse,
district magistrate (Vaisha-
li) Rajiv Raushan also
sought a detailed report on
the same from Vaishali civil
surgeon Indra Deo Ranjan.
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NHRC seeks HRD ministry’s
response on suicides in JNVs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @New Del

AS many as 49 students, includ-
ing a significant number of Dal-
its and tribals, of residential
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas
(JNVs) reportedly committed
suicide between 2013 and 2017.
Voicing concern over the large
number of suicides, the Nation-
al Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) on Tuesday issued a
notice to the Union Ministry of
Human Resource Development,
seeking a detailed response on
whether the required assis-
tance was available for students
in JNVs. The NHRC acted after
taking suo motu cognisance of
amedia report which highlight-
ed the issue of suicides commit-
ted between 2013 and 2017 in
JNVs. Half of the victims were
Dalit and tribal students, and
the majority of them were boys,
it said.

The rights panel asked the
ministry to respond within six
weeks on whether trained
counsellors were available on
the campuses so that students
could talk to them about their
feelings. Information has also
been sought on whether there
1s dedicated staff to ensure that
children are not left alone in
rooms, and if emergency assis-
tance through counselling over
phone and suicide hotline ser-
vices are available to them.

Suicide schools?

Forty-nine students of residential Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalayas reportedly committed
suicide between 2013 and 2017. The National

Human Rights Commission has issued a notice

Q

The contents of the
media report, if true,
cannot be ignored or
overlooked as this

to the HRD ministry on the issue

reported pattern of
suicides by so many

students in JNVs might

No. of INV Number of still increase, if not

students who studentswho | checked in time with

committed | committed appropriate measures
suicide during suicide by

2013-17 hanging NHRC

b weeks | 1985

Time givento | Year JNVs started
HRD ministryto | operations

show trained

counsellors are
on campus, that
there is
dedicated staff
to ensure that
children are not
left alone in the
rooms. The HRD
ministry has
been asked if
emergency
assistance
through phone
counselling and
suicide hotline
services are
available to the
students.

635

Total number of JNVs in
the country

2.8 lakh

Number of students enrolled
in JNVs

2.3%

Suicide rate among JNV
students

EXPRESS ILLUSTRATION

Of the total victims, half
of them were Dalit and tribal
students

Majority of them were boys
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NHRC notice to
govt over reported
suicide of 49 JNV
students in 5 yrs

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The NHRC
has sent a notice to the HRD
Ministry over the reported sui-
cide of 49 students, including
Dalits, of residential Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs)
between 2013 and 2017.

The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
in a statement Tuesday said,
reportedly, “all, except seven,
were suicides by hanging, and
the bodies were discovered
either by classmates or mem-
bers of the school staff”.

“The NHRC has taken suo
motu cognisance of a media
report that 49 students of the
residential Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas (JNVs) commit-
ted suicide in campus over five
years, from 2013 to 2017, the
rights panel said.

Half of them were Dalit and
tribal students, and a majority
of them were boys, it said.

The JNVs are reported to be
the central government’s pace-
setting residential schools for
talented children from rural
India, the NHRC said.

Expressing its serious con-
cern, the commission has
issued a notice to the secre-
tary of the Union Ministry of
Human Resource Develop-
ment (HRD), it said.

It has sought information
within six weeks on whether
trained counsellors are avail-
able on campuses to whom
adolescent students can open
up and talk about their feelings,
the commission said.

Information has also been
sought on whether dedicated
staff are their to ensure that
children are not left alone in
rooms, and emergency assis-
tance through telephone coun-
selling and suicide hotline
services are available to them,
the rights panel said.

The commission observed
that intelligent students with a
rural background are entrusted
to the care of INVs.

These students are the
strength and future of this
country. The proportion of
suicides of students from
the scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe communities
is also a matter of concern for a
society, which aspires for inclu-
sive growth, the rights panel
said.
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“ NHRChnhoticeoversuicide cases
of49 JNVstudentsfrom2013-17

EXpressing serious concern, the commission hasissued notice to the secretary, Union ministry of HRD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 01 JANUARY

he NHRC has sent a
notice to the HRD
Ministry over the
reported suicide of
49 students, including Dalits,
of residential Jawahar Navo-
daya Vidyalayas (JNVs)
between 2013 and 2017.

The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) in a
statement on Tuesday said,
reportedly, “all, exceptseven,
were suicides by hanging,
and the bodies were discov-
ered either by classmates or
members of the school staft”.

“The NHRC has taken suo
motu cognisance of a media
report that49 students of the
residential Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas (JNVs) committed
suicide in campus over five
years, from 2013t02017,” the
rights panel said.

Half of them were Dalit and
tribal students, and a major-
ity of them were boys, it said.

The JNVs are reported to
be the central government's
pace-setting residential schools
for talented children from
rural India, the NHRC said.

Expressingits serious con-
cern, the commission has
issued a notice to the secre-
tary of the Union Ministry of
Human Resource Develop-
ment (HRD), it said.

It has sought information
within six weeks on whether
trained counsellors are avail-
able on campuses to whom
adolescent students can open
up and talk about their feel-
ings, the commission said.

Information has also been
sought on whether dedicat-
ed staff are their to ensure that
children are not left alone in
rooms, and emergency assis-
tance through telephone coun-
selling and suicide hotline
services are available to them,
the rights panel said.

The commission observed
thatintelligent students with
arural background are entrust-

The National Human
Rights Commission has
taken suo motu cogni-
sance of a media
report that 49 stu-
dents of the residen-
tial Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas committed
suicide in campus over
five years, from 2013
to 2017,the rights
panel said

ed to the care of JNVs.

These students are the
strength and future of this
country. The proportion of sui-
cides of students from the
scheduled caste and sched-
uled tribe communities is
also a matter of concern for
a society, which aspires for
inclusive growth, the rights
panel said.

“It is a matter of fact, that
the teenagers during this age

(adolescence) face difficul-
ties as they undergo a transi-
tion into adulthood.

Teenagers may often get
confused and develop afeel-
ing of being isolated.

“It is also a matter of fact
that many suicides are com-
mitted by the people who are
depressed and are not able to
cope up with stress,” the
NHRC said.The commission
said as per medical
science, suicidal tendencies
do not just appear out of the
blue and people usually

show a number of warning
signs.

If trained counsellors are
available, behavioural changes,
suicidal tendencies and depres-
sion among students can be
spotted in time, and with
guidance and counselling,
suicides can be controlled, it
observed.

“According to the media
report, carried on the Decem-
ber 24, the JNVs, started in
1985-86, have become a pass-

port out of poverty for thou-
sands of underprivileged chil-
dren.

”Since 2012, these schools
have consistently recorded a
pass percentage of over 99 per
cent in Class 10 and over 95
per centin Class 12, which is
farbetter than private schools
and CBSE's national aver-
age,” the NHRC statement
said.

The news report also
“revealsthat41 out of 46 JNVs
are facing a serious challenge”
and that there are “635 JNVs
with 2.8 lakh students”.

“Atotal of 2.53 lakh students
in the age group of9 to 19 were
enrolled across roughly 600
JNVs for the year 2017. That
same year, the number of sui-
cides touched 14.” the state-
ment said quoting from the
media report.

“The news report reveals
that the suiciderate thatis per
population of 1,00,000 at JNVs
for2017worksoutto5.5,” the
statement added.
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e NHRC to

govt: Respond
in 6 weeks on

INV suicides
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The Indian Express report
on December 24

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 1

EXPRESSING “SERIOUS concern”
over the findings of an investiga-
tion by The Indian Express on stu-
dent suicides in Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalayas, the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) Tuesday
issued notice to the school
education secretary in the HRD
Ministry seeking a response
within six weeks.

On December 24, 2018, The
Indian Express reported that the
central government’s residential
schools for talented rural chil-
dren witnessed 49 student sui-
cides from 2013 to 2017, includ-
ing that of 25 Dalit and tribal
students.

The investigation also re-
vealed that there are no trained
counsellors on campus, and that
it'slargely left to “overburdened”
teachers to look after the welfare
of students.

Taking suo motu cognizance
of the findings, the NHRC,
headed by former Chief Justice
of India H L Dattu, directed the
ministry to submit its response
on three aspects: whether
trained counsellors are available
on campus; if there is dedicated
staff to ensure students are not
left alone in their rooms; and
whether students have access to
emergency assistance through

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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NHRC to govt:
Respond in 6
weeks on JNV
suicides

counselling over telephone anda
suicide hotline service.

“The Commission has ob-
served that the contents of the
mediareport, if true, cannot be ig-
nored or overlooked as this re-
ported pattern of suicides by so
many students in JNVs might still
increase, if not checked in time
with appropriate measures... The
proportion of suicides of students
from the Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe communities is
also a matter of concern for a so-
ciety, which aspires for an inclu-
sive growth,” the NHRC said.

Citing the findings of The
Indian Express investigation,
NHRC said a total of 2.53 lakh stu-
dents in the age group of nine to
19 were enrolled across roughly
600 JNVs for the year 2017 and
thatin the same year, the number
of suicides touched 14.
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