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Honour for Nirbhaya
gangrape probe officer!

NEW YORK, Sept 12: Indian woman police officer
Chhaya Sharma, who led the investigation into the brutal
2012 Nirbhaya gangrape, has been chosen along with six
others for the 2019 Asia Society Game Changers Award
for redefining the role of female police officers.

The awards, which were announced by the city-based
leading cultural organisation Asia Society here on Wednes-
day, will be presented at a special ceremony next month.

Asia Society 1s a leading educational organisation dedi-
cated to promoting mutual understanding and strength-
ening partnerships among people, leaders and institutions
of Asia and the United States in a global context.

Sharma, who serves as the deputy inspector general at
the National Human Rights Commission of India, 1s among
the awardees.

Chhaya Sharma

The Kung Fu Nuns, a group of Buddhist nuns from India
and Nepal who have harnessed their mastery of martial arts
and are also widely known for their social activism and hu-
manitarian work are also among those chosen for the award.

The Asia Society Game Changers Award identifies and
honours true leaders who are making a positive contribution
to the future of Asia. This is the first time that all the awar-
dees are women since the awards were launched in 2014.

“Our 2019 Asia Game Changers are women who have
truly championed gender equality while making enormous
contributions to society and social structures within their
home countries,” Asia Society president and CEO Jo-
sette Sheeran said.

“They are inspiring agents of change who are building a
better world — for women and for everyone — by changing
the rules, changing the game, and challenging all of us to
follow their lead,” Sheeran said.

In recognition of the award for Sharma, the Asia Socie-
ty said the officer “has led the investigation and prosecu-
tion of several high-profile crimes in India, including the
infamous Delhi gang rape case that earlier this year turned
into a television series. She has transformed police work
and the roles of policewomen in India.” — PTI




