e Mgy

& M
\J(/

N RIGHTS

Pioneer, Delhi
Tuesday, 17th September 2019; Page: 6
Width: 24.64 cms; Height: 22.01 cms; a3r; ID: 4.2019-09-17.59

MUZAFFARPUR GANGRAPE

Woman’s medical report
shows no injury: Police

NHRC seeks
report, NCW team
to visit Bihar

Bettiah/Patna: Efforts were on
to nab the accused named by an
18-year-old former inmate of a
Muzaffarpur shelter home who
has alleged that she was gan-
graped inside a moving vehicle,
the Bihar police said on Monday
and noted it was “not ruling out
anything” after a medical exam-
ination showed “no external or
internal injury” to her.

The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
issued a notice to the Director
General of Police (DGP) of
Bihar, seeking a detailed report

in four weeks in the matter
while the National Commission
for Women said it has formed
a committee headed by chair-
person Rekha Sharma which
would travel to the state on
September 19-20 to meet the
victim.

The woman was admitted
to a government medical college
on Saturday evening and a
medical examination was con-
ducted by a team of doctors on
Sunday.

Superintendent of Police,
Bettiah, Jayantkant, said that
injuries invariably found on
the person of a victim of coerced
sexual intercourse were absent
in the medical tests reports of
the complainant, who had
alleged that she was sexually

assaulted by four men on Friday
night.

“We are not ruling out any-
thing at this point of time,
though. The girl has named all
the accused in her FIR who
were, admittedly, known to her
since before. We are on the look
out for the accused persons as
we need to examine as to
whether any type of deception
was involved,” the SP told PTI
over phone.

Asked about an audio clip
that has surfaced in social media
with the claim that it has voic-
es of the four accused, besides
the person driving the vehicle,
while the girl was sexually
assaulted close to her house, the
SP said it sheds no fresh light on
the case. PTI
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Officials get NCW, NHRC
notices over gang rape

Muzaftarpur victim had filed complaint

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA

The National Commission
for Women (NCW) and the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) on
Monday took cognizance of
the gang rape of a girl in Bet-
tiah town of West Champa-
ran district and issued notic-
es to Bihar officials.

The rape survivor, an in-
mate of the Muzaffarpur
shelter home, had been reh-
abilitated with her family af-
ter revelations of the sexual
abuse of 34 girls in the home
was reported in May 2018.
The Supreme Court is moni-
toring the case.

The survivor had lodged a
complaint with the Bettiah
town police station that she
was gang-raped by four of
her neighbours in a moving
SUV on the Bettiah-Pakhna-
ha road on the night of Sep-
tember 13.

The survivor was later ad-
mitted to the government
hospital for treatment and
medical examination.

On Monday, the NCW and
the NHRC took cognisance

of the incident and issued
notices to the Bihar Chief
Secretary and Director Gen-
eral of Police. A committee
of the NCW, headed by its
Chairperson Rekha Sharma
will travel to Bihar later this
week.

“She is already a victim.
Rather than helping her out,
she has to go through this,”
said Ms. Sharma. The NHRC
has asked for a “detailed re-
port in the matter.”

“Apparently, the girl has
become a victim of the
State’s apathy,” observed
the Commission in its notic-
es.
The Bettiah police said
the incident took place
when the girl was reported-
ly on way to her sister-in-
law’s house.The four youths
allegedly dragged her inside
an SUV and sexually assault-
ed her in the moving
vehicle.

“None of the four ac-
cused have been arrested
yet, though the local police
have conducted a massive
manhunt,” said a senior pol-
ice officer in Patna.
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Muzattarpur gangrape case: NHRC
1Issues notices to Bihar chief secy, DGP

PTI
NEW DELHI, 16 SEPTEMBER

The NHRC issued notices to
the Bihar government and
the police chief of the state
on Monday in connection
with the gangrape case of an
18-year-old woman from a
Muzaffarpur shelter home,
where many inmates were
allegedly abused for years.

The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
has observed that the con-
tents of the news reports, if
true, amount to violation of
human rights of the survivor,

who fell prey to perverts with
criminal instincts twice,
and that the police are yet
to arrest the accused.
Accordingly, the rights
panel hasissued notices to
the chief secretary and the
director general of police
(DGP) of Bihar, seeking a
detailed report in four weeks,
along with the status of the
FIR registered by the police.
It has also directed the
state authorities to provide
proper counselling and
medical assistance to the
rape survivor in order to help
her overcome the trauma

The rights panel has issued notices to the
chief secretary and the director general of
police (DGP) of Bihar, seeking a detailed
report in four weeks, along with the status
of the FIR registered by the police

and lead a normal life, a
statement issued by the
NHRC said.

The commission has fur-
ther observed that appar-
ently, the rape survivor has
become a victim of “state's
apathy”.

“She was unfortunately
among the victims of sex-

ual abuse at the Muzaf-
farpur Girls Home about
five years ago. The victim-
isation of the girl twice indi-
cates towards the sheer law-
lessness in the state of Bihar.
Criminals are committing
heinous crimes at their free
will, without any fear of the
law,” the statement said.
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Muzaffarpur case: Panel to look into rape of ex-inmate

EXPRESS NEWS SER_UIEE @Patna

THE National Commission for
Women on Monday formed a
committee tolook into the gang
rape of a former inmate of the
Muzaffarpur shelter home.
‘The woman was allegedly
raped by four men in a moving

vehicle in Bettiah town of West.

Champaran district on Sunday.
The committee, headed by

- NCW chairperson Rekha Shar-

ma, will travel to Blhar on Sep-
tember 19-20 to meet the victim,
the state director general of po-
lice and, possibly, Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar.
~ “She is already a victim,
rather than helping her out,
she has to go through this. We
will give her all help that she
needs or asks for. We will have
to ensure her safety as well,”
Sharma tweeted.

The commission has issued a
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notice to the Bihar DGP, asking
him to give priority to this case
and hold a speedy probe . The
Muzaffarpur shelter home
made news in 2018 after it was
revealed that more than 30 girls
had been allegedly raped at the
government-aided facility.
The NHRC has also issued
notices to the Bihar govern-
ment and the state police chief
in connection with the

gangrape.
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