
Assam cops on ‘encounter spree’: Plaint filed with NHRC 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/assam-cops-on-encounter-spree-plaint-filed-
with-nhrc/articleshow/84333438.cms 
A Delhi-based lawyer hailing from Assam has lodged a complaint with the National 
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) against Assam police over a series of encounters 
that have taken place ever since the Himanta Biswa Sarma-led government took charge 
two months ago. He also urged the rights body to take cognisance and institute an 
inquiry into these incidents. Arif Jwadder in his complaint to the rights body on Saturday 
said ‘small-time’ criminals were being shot at by police and the reason cited for such 
“fake encounters” was that they tried to “flee from police custody after snatching 
weapons”. Pointing out that over 20 such encounters had taken place recently, Jwadder 
said in his complaint that most of the people at the receiving end were alleged drug 
dealers and cattle smugglers. He added that a few of them have died on the spot which 
is a “violation of human rights”. 
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NHRC issues conditional summon to Odisha chief secretary 
over plight of Indravati displaced 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/nhrc-issues-conditional-summon-
to-odisha-chief-secretary-over-plight-of-indravati-displaced/articleshow/84316860.cms 
The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has issued conditional summons to 
Odisha chief secretary to appear before it on August 23 along with requisite reports on 
the steps taken to comply the directions passed since 2013 to ensure the basic human 
rights of displaced people in Indravati hydroelectric power project. The rights panel 
passed this order on July 6 after hearing a petition filed by human rights lawyer 
Radhakanta Tripathy on November 15, 2016. This complaint pertains to the allegations 
of the complainant regarding denial of basic amenities to the people of around 100 
villages in Nabarangpur, Rayagada, Kalahandi and Koraput districts due to this power 
project. The commission has been hearing the case since November 24, 2016 and 
issuing directions to different government authorities. Recently, the complainant had 
urged the rights panel to take up the matter with the chief secretary for unreasonable 
delay to comply with the recommendations of the NHRC’s Special Rapporteur regarding 
the project covering Kalahandi and Nabarangpur districts and to send a team of officials 
to conduct enquiry in Koraput, Malkangiri and Rayagada districts related to this project. 
Last direction was issued in May this year. The commission has observed that despite 
direction and subsequent reminder, the chief secretary has failed to submit the requisite 
report till date. “Taking serious view of the nonresponsive attitude of the aforesaid 
authority, the commission directs its registry to issue summons to the chief secretary to 
appear before it on August 23 along with requisite reports. If the commission receives 
the requisite reports on or before August 16, the personal appearance of the concerned 
authority shall stand dispensed with,” said the order. 
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