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Bilkis Bano case: Ex-NHRC member Sujata Manohar terms

decision to release 11 convicts as ‘dilution of rule of law’
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/bilkis-bano-case-ex-nhrc-member-sujata-
manohar-terms-decision-to-release-11-convicts-as-dilution-of-rule-of-law-8103732/lite/
Former Supreme Court Judge Sujata Manohar, who was a member of the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) when the body intervened in 2003 on behalf of
Bilkis Bano, termed the government’s decision to release 11 convicts in the gangrape
and murder case from the 2002 Guijarat riots a “dilution of rule of law”.

“Especially in a case like this, the decision to release the convicts cannot be made
arbitrarily. When a court has convicted and sentenced them, releasing them arbitrarily
dilutes the rule of law,” the former judge told indianexpress.com.

On August 15, 11 convicts walked out of prison after the Gujarat government panel
remitted life sentences awarded to them. Bilkis Bano, pregnant at the time, was
gangraped and her three-year-old daughter Saleha was among 14 killed by a mob on
March 3, 2002, in Dahod during violence that broke out across Gujarat after the
Sabarmati Express was attacked in Godhra and 59 passengers, mainly kar sevaks,
were killed.

Significantly, in 2003, it was the NHRC'’s crucial intervention that ensured legal
assistance for Bano to approach the Supreme Court after the Gujarat police had closed
the case.

The human rights body, under former Chief Justice of India JS Verma, had met her
when he visited a relief camp in Godhra in March 2002. Justice Manohar was a member
of the Commission then, that had appointed senior advocate and former Solicitor
General Harish Salve to represent her before the Supreme Court.

Salve argued for a fresh probe by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and,
subsequently, for a transfer of the trial from Gujarat to Mumbai. Bano’s case was the
only Gujarat riots-related case that was investigated afresh by the CBI.

“It is very sad to see the case take this turn. We want women to be empowered but we
do not ensure adequate safety for them. The remission does not send a proper
message on the protection of women,” Justice Manohar said.



NEWS BYTES, Online, 22.8.2022

Page No. 0, Size:(0)cms X (0)cms.

%

g g
NATIONAL HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSION

Bilkis Bano case: NHRC to discuss convicts' release on
Monday

https://www.newsbytesapp.com/news/india/bilkis-bano-case-nhrc-to-discuss-on-
monday/story

A weak after the release of 11 convicts sentenced to life imprisonment in the Bilkis Bano
gang rape case, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is set to bring up the
subject for "discussion" on Monday, The Sunday Express reported.

Notably, it was the NHRC's intervention in 2003 that ensured legal assistance for Bano
in the Supreme Court following the Gujarat Police's cross.

Context

Why does this story matter?

Bano was 21 years old and five months pregnant when riots erupted in Gujarat following
the burning of the Sabarmati express train.

On March 3, 2002, Bano and her family were attacked by a mob that raped her and
killed her family members in Randhikpur village near Ahmedabad.

Over 1,000 people were reportedly killed in the Gujarat riots in 2002.

Details

What role did NHRC play in the case?

The human rights commission, led by former Chief Justice of India JS Verma, met Bano
in March 2002 at a relief camp in Godhra.

Later, a senior advocate prominent and former Solicitor General was chosen by the
NHRC to defend her before the Supreme Court.

However, following the Gujarat government's remission ruling, the convicts walked out
of the Godhra sub-jail on August 15.

CBI

Sentence was first pronounced by CBI court

In 2008, a special Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) court in Mumbai sentenced the
eleven accused to life in jail for gang rape and the murder of seven members of Bano's
family.

The Bombay High Court eventually affirmed their conviction.

Bano was fleeing her village with her family to escape the violence that had erupted in
Godhra at the time of the occurrence.

Incident

What do we know about the incident?

Bano was accompanied by 16 family members including her three-and-a-half-year-old
daughter.

On March 3, 2002, the family was attacked by a group of 20-30 persons armed with
sickles, swords, and sticks

They raped women members including Bano. Later, seven of the family were found
dead, and six were missing. Only Bano, a man, and a three-year-old child survived the
brutal attack.

Trial

Trial went on for six years

Following death threats against Bano, the trial was moved from Gujarat to Maharashtra.
In Mumbai court, charges were made against 19 people, including six police officers
and a government doctor.
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A special court convicted 11 persons, including a Head Constable, in 2008 for "making
incorrect records" to save the accused.
The court found seven persons not guilty due to a lack of evidence.
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Rapists freed: Is this how justice ends for Indian Muslims?
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2022/8/21/rapists-freed-is-this-how-justice-ends-for-
indian-muslims

It was Independence Day — for rapists and murderers.

On August 15, 11 convicts serving life terms for having committed mass murder and
gang-raping Muslim women in the Indian state of Gujarat in 2002 were released. The
state government had ordered their remission. It is not a coincidence that their release
came on a day when India marked 75 years of freedom from colonialism. The men were
garlanded when they stepped out of prison.

Bilkis Bano, the lone survivor among a group of Muslims who were chased and attacked
with lethal weapons as part of a pogrom against the community, received the news of
the release of her assaulters with shock and disbelief. “How can justice for any woman
end like this?” she asked in a statement.

Bilkis, who was five months pregnant at the time, was among three women who were
gang-raped by the convicts now set free. Her daughter Saleha’s head was smashed
before her, killing her instantly. She was three years old. In all, 14 people were
murdered in the attack.

From that moment, Bilkis fought against the odds — and the might of the Gujarat state
government then led by current Prime Minister Narendra Modi and still headed by his
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) — for justice. The local police officer who registered her
case, after she walked almost naked from the scene of the crime, distorted her account
to make the case weaker, according to the Central Bureau of Investigation, India’s
premier investigative agency. A court found later that police officials and doctors fudged
the facts, tried to manipulate the autopsy process and falsify records and destroy
evidence. It was only when the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) took up
her case that the wheels of justice slowly started turning.

The case was moved out of Gujarat because the Supreme Court was convinced that a
fair trial was not possible in that state. In 2008, a special court in Mumbai convicted the
accused of rape and murder, a verdict upheld by higher courts. In 2019, the Supreme
Court asked the Gujarat government to give Bilkis Bano Rs 50 lakh ($62,560), a house
and a job as compensation. The amount was unprecedented for such cases and
underlined the extraordinary nature of the crime.

This wasn'’t just about Bilkis. Scores of feminists, human rights defenders and
organisations joined hands to shelter Bilkis, who had to live in hiding for her safety,
constantly moving from one place to another. Their fight was also for every other person
brutalised and murdered in what, in the eyes of many, was part of a genocidal crime
against Muslims. When people with no criminal record decide to rape and kill women
and men for their religion, as happened in 2002, it becomes all the more heinous.
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Now, justice is being trampled upon.

After one of the convicts appealed to the Supreme Court for release, the top court of the
land asked the Gujarat government to act in keeping with the state’s remission policy in
2002. Using holes in that policy, a Gujarat government-appointed committee — loaded
with BJP members — recommended remission. Never mind that Bilkis, who lives in
close proximity to the homes of the released convicts, must now fear for her life, and the
safety of her family, once more.

Why was this done on Independence Day? The symbolism is inescapable, especially
since Modi had — only hours earlier — spoken about the need to respect women, in a
speech to the nation. It is inconceivable that the Gujarat government could have
pressed ahead with the release of the convicts without the consent of the prime
minister’s office and the office of the home minister, Amit Shah, who is Modi’s most
trusted lieutenant. Shah held the home office during Modi’s time as Gujarat chief
minister too.

The message to Bilkis and all those who held her hands while she fought for justice is
clear: This is how battles for justice will end in Modi’s India; that crimes against Muslims
— even mass murders and gang rapes — will be treated lightly.

Sadly, none of this is surprising. After all, it was under Modi’s rule in Gujarat that Bilkis
first had to run for her life and hide from the state machinery. It was Modi’s government
in the state that fought her as she battled for justice.

Going back further, it is important to remember that Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, one of
the ideological gurus of the ruling dispensation, had once justified rape as a legitimate
weapon that could deter Muslims from doing the same to Hindu women.

It is also not a coincidence that calls for the murder of Muslims and rape of Muslim
women have been given by so-called Hindu religious leaders in recent months. Instead
of punishing them, Indian authorities have targeted those who exposed this hate
speech, such as fact-checker Mohammad Zubair, who was arrested on spurious
grounds.

Equally worrying is the role of some bodies that had once stood by Bilkis — like the
Supreme Court. In June, activist Teesta Setalvad was arrested after the Supreme Court
itself suggested that her pursuit of justice for the victims of the Gujarat pogrom was a
conspiracy for which action should be taken against her.

If the message to Muslims is to not expect justice, the signal to the BJP’s supporters is
that they are immune from punishment for any crime. That in fact, any allegations that a
Hindu has committed a crime against a Muslim must be a conspiracy — irrespective of
the evidence available. Already, that is the claim being peddled by some regarding the
11 men released in the Bilkis case.
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The remission of their sentences has sparked outrage in Indian civil society, with most
opposition parties criticising the move. Interestingly, the newest contender for power in
Guijarat, the Aam Aadmi Party — which rules in the national capital, Delhi, and in the
state of Punjab — has maintained a studied silence. Is it choosing political expedience
over justice?

The BJP, through decisions like this — which should be abhorrent to all sensitive people
— is trying to make its constituents, who are mostly Hindu, partners in this perversity.
They must speak up against this release.

The implications for India’s 200 million Muslims are even more dire: Justice, even if
secured as an exception, can be undone at any moment. Even on a day when they, like
other Indians, are celebrating the nation they have always embraced, but that is now
turning its back on them.
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Bilkis Bano Case: faafd¥ a=t Ay a7 A RAT A NEgE W
NHRC # &er greft ==, AT 471 § 90 AT

https://www.financialexpress.com/hindi/india-news/release-of-11-bilkis-bano-convicts-
nhrc-to-discuss-on-monday/2638127/

foafera a1 & FRT 3R 396 IREGR 1 g1 e arar gt 11 et & Rer
fRU S & U gFd &1 53U HATHA W A ol Ilell HIFAIR I TSI AR

3T (National Human Rights Commission) & @@l g9fl. NHRC & W—¥R9d« SIf¥ed

30T TS & FAT o TUH el R FHA Yioe . a7 & foh 2002 & FoRI ot
& fSafera g AR 3R gcar AT & 37 H T FIe I 11 SINAT I IMERT
3U-3id ¥ Tadadr fad & T Rer & fear = a.

NHRC 85T &1 & gohdT §

NHRC & 91 AAAITYFRT & 3eddd ¥ daiad foralr 8 fRshrad & ar dar Suo Motu
T T §EAEIT T AT dTell ATTART U gl & G ST el ol AR g. NHRC
3PR T A 98 ToF WHR ¥ RAE AT Tohar & 3R WeER F hager F 3eed &
qHeT FAldl S & foT NS & Fiefed 3R ol dgradr o gAfkad T dehd &.

AT, SgoT, LT T o A SleafadT d&, eR & & #FAT 9T § 73R
IR

NHRC & SIIETaR STl oF oT8T &I Jiafshar

NHRC & JRa¥s SIfeecd 31301 fAsm & wded & s € Al &1 Res & A
W WHAR H TdT @ AT giSe HT 8, grelifoh, M7 & SR Fe&dl o $H HAH
R oquly & SR Y f&ar. 37eTeT & 37alrdr NHRC & did TGy, B8 UcsT deLy
AR T AT AT B, 597 § s TSEA o Fel & 306 36 HAHS HI STy
e §. 6, To o 38 W oIl a @ seR FY

SAecH 7Y e AR, S & v dery & o el [ dery “@ol Al W AR
oTEl WA §.” 3egial gl “H MSAr A Fhely e @1 STare w7gT & Fehdl. NHRC W
aR-Taa\eT & ag & feouol H3E TErasREr & téh 3T 68 AER JAdlg
Hel o ohgl, “H feoell & 16T 1 3R o & FH 0 A & SARRT A, & AAIR H
37ETET & TIY TAT &I IR TEL, Toild ot &1 i FgaT § 5 3¢ 3T A1
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% TR H STPRY 8T §. UST eudEdsh AT & 37¢geT 3R NHRC & Tsh U
HEET, gehalTel T8E oIl & et “H g 3T § IR Mo 3o et @ 3eadre
A o7dl g gufeT & 58 AA @ 3o g IR fhererer g0 W fevaofy et e
UT3T.” 3G 3TelTdT, TSI ATGelT AT hr 37¢geT I@r AT, St NHRC $r geaT
e ot g, o feeuolt &t & 7R X fear. TG el 3fARR G&TOT 3T &
JegeT 9 ARV IMATIT HeEd ik e &1 Fgall ¢ [ 3¢ 380 A A
SATTRRT 6T &.

USET TG STeTollicl AT & 31ege gy =gl o hel, “H Heqgiad Steeiid
3TN & HEALT & TT H TATIHRET FT Th Yl ST §, olfehed §H TAUAINRIT
¢l cgagR & o9 8T o §. 16T do Wdfhd S AT H T9Y §, IJg§ THCT
IR S 3N & 37egeT faord Aioel, St TATIRET & 9ol Heed o g, &
ST +TET 81 s,

2017 & 2022 T TATHINRET $HT Y4 HEGET USdlehe SAlTciehl HIeRT o IoRT FIHR
% S HeH T AT HI. 36l Hel, “Tg d6a GHEIAYOT ¢ 1 Worfha = A
H 11 QAT &I Rer < fGar . gg (G frdr dia sy &1 ArdAer 787 § dfew
&Il & eI Ueh S & WIH[geh SollcehN R &A1 1 AHe §. NS Ioqdeds

AT @ dlocls W &, $HTAT Jg AT AR a3 g1 Sfrar g7

a3t # RIS & A Fd & Told ST WA, 3 Teh FIAANAT T gr T@T
HATSTT, HAST 4T § G ATHeAT

T § G ATHT

AN TFAIH & FS Sedl H wRall 2002 FY IMERT & I 3T T S F 59
et T AT g1 S . 58 G & dg ORI A Il 7Sh 38 . CINSAT & AT F
gaa & forv foafera a&r 3r9elt arg i are Fr 9 areler 3R aRar & 15 39
LAl o AT 39« 8 & 19T 975 i 39 el foafrd a&r ara #gler v retaar
oAf. 20-30 @l o foafra a&r 3R 307 IRaR o onfeat & gaer & far o
foarfera ot 3R IR A3t & T ARGIE & 3d4% 1Y 9 har 3. sd=r &
o1gt, feafra & s&r aAa ara el $r gear a1 &r I8 A
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frafera o=t 9 IR i Res w gare, AFaReR 3T 3re
ST faaR

https://www.aajtak.in/india/qujarat/story/human-rights-commission-will-consider-release-
of-convicts-of-bilkis-bano-case-ntc-1522684-2022-08-22

ToRTd & Tfdd foafed =l a0 & 3ashe aiv Hieat 1 R & Hag W 3«
ATFAAIYHR ITIIET TaT B, I3, ORI THR o 11 QAVIT &l 39T HiqersT
ged ASR & dgd ReT X fear ar. sadhr Res 9 Iseeard 9gq@ s & dg
TSET ACAIYSRR ITAET 3o AHAR & 9 9 AR HLIM. §d1aT1 o ET ¢
HANRT 36 R AH I FHAET & foav &7 off Fa1 Fohar §. TET AaTRIER
AT & 3T YSEYT Al & Hellideh HHGR HT 30T 1 Sfeleh Hrager # T Hear
MIAT &, 3T AHS H AT ST Y & 3TdT T TGN A AT oY ¢ Fepar
¢ o A3T 1 goler I A goAidar el Ifle el & faw 3nidie #Aee Teg
FIHR HedT AT, T & 2003 & o & Weiang s & e

9T ¢ b 2002 F RIS H §T AFICIAS I & GRIT 3-ACT #5  Ieracly
foarfha s & X9 foar or. 39 e foafera & i arer $r st @&@d 14 &
T gedT X &1 918 M. S HNaS H el Sl IS Al SITECH SUH AT I RS H
ATAIISR AT A A o €I Agd AR $1 GRT A §T 2003 H 38 A AT
5 X @ W3S Sirar el 1 fader feam an. i & g O 3adhe A1 Fl
ITRT #H gfad TR & U fOERT o aarr & dEEms fr Gy sered o3 Sdaad
2008 # 0 AFS & 13 H § 11 NG 1 37 AR g &1 A AR & g
3H%e N Gl Folrs AT a1g & AT T el W Sl gl o o #AS 2017 &
mmgmﬁgvsﬁam I SIHIX IWT AT, Afhed ISRIT TR o Tl Hr
Wﬁﬁ?ﬁ#ﬁ%mmﬁé‘@ﬁ@am HH IT ATH I & YRR & ded
3o THY &l IERT oor & Rgr X fear .




