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Railways to build washroom in engines on loco pilots’

request
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/railways-to-build-washroom-in-engines-on-loco-
pilots-request-11663531703677.html

The Indian Railways has decided to construct urinals in the engine units of locomotives
after more than 10,000 train pilots have asked the national transporter for them at the
earliest. In an internal survey conducted last month, the loco pilots unanimously
recommended that the national transporter should construct urinals in the engines as
these loco pilots, in an emergency, are forced to leave the locomotives to answer
nature’s call in the open.

The survey was done after female pilots raised objections to their difficulties in
performing their duty without a toilet inside the locomotives. “A survey was conducted
over all zonal railways last month, in which 10,191 loco pilots participated. The pilot
unanimously recommended provision of urinals in the locomotives," a Railways official
said, adding that 382 women pilots had participated in the survey.

The Indian Railways has over 1,000 women pilots.

The pilots, even quoting safety concerns, had expressed discomfort in performing duty
without the provision of a toilet for them.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), on 25 April 2016, ordered the
Railway Board to install toilets and air conditioners in all locomotives, to which the board
had agreed.

To assure NHRC, the Indian Railways also installed water closets in 97 engines as pilot
projects, and officials said that Railways will now be finalizing one of the designs from
these 97 water closets.

Female Members of the All India Loco Running Staff Association (AILRSA) said that
women loco pilots avoided taking their duty and preferred desk jobs due to the absence
of toilets, especially during the winter season.

“Issues occur more during winters as women pilots have no washrooms available and
are forced to rush to the washrooms in the coaches when the train reaches a station.
Fearing such issues, women pilots prefer taking a desk job during extreme winters," a
loco pilot said, adding that she was happy that the national transporter was finally
constructing urinals.
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Railways likely to build loos for loco pilots
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/railways-likely-to-build-loos-for-loco-pilots-
101663525220508-amp.html

The Indian Railways is planning to install water closets in locos after it was
recommended by more than 10,000 loco pilots in an internal survey conducted last
month, official privy to developments said.

The loco pilots unanimously recommended that the national transporter should
construct water closets in the engines as these loco pilots, in an emergency, are forced
to leave the loco. The survey was done after female pilots raised objections to their
difficulties in performing their duty in the absence of a water closet inside the loco.

“A survey was conducted of all zonal railways last month, in which 10,191 loco pilots
participated. The pilot unanimously recommended provision of water closets in the
locomotives,” a Railways official said, adding that 382 women pilots had participated in
the survey.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on April 25, 2016, ordered the
Railway Board to install water closets and air conditioners in all locomotives, to which
the board had agreed.

To assure NHRC, the IR installed water closets in 97 engines as pilot projects, and
officials said that Railways will now be finalising one of the designs from these 97 water
closets.

IR has over 1000 women pilots. The pilots, even quoting safety concerns, had
expressed discomfort in performing duty without the provision of a water closets for
them.

Female members of the All India Loco Running Staff Association (AILRSA) told HT that
women loco pilots avoided taking their duty and preferred desk jobs due to the absence
of water closets, especially during the winter season.

“Issues occur more during winters as women pilots have no washrooms available and
are forced to rush to the washrooms in the coaches when the train reaches a station.
Fearing such issues, women pilots prefer taking a desk job during extreme winters,” a
loco pilot told HT, adding that she was happy that the national transporter was finally
constructing toilets.
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De-notified tribes still face existential crisis
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2022/columnists/de-notified-tribes-still-face-existential-
crisis.html

In colonial India, through the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871, around 200 tribal communities
across India were notified by the colonial government as “criminal” tribes, “addicted to
the systematic conduct of non-bailable offences.” Under this Act, the State visited a
range of discrimination, stigmatization, and oppression on these communities. The
designation of “Criminal Tribes” exacerbated their social and economic marginalisation
at a time when their way of life and traditional occupations had come under threat with
the spread of modern technology and commercialisation of social relationships.

Five years after British colonial rule in India ended, the Criminal Tribes Act was
repealed (on August 31, 1952), and these communities were “de-notified”. Since then,
these communities have observed August 31 as ‘Liberation Day’ or ‘Vimukti Diwas’.

However, it is essential to note that repealing the Criminal Tribes Act has not been
enough to stop the oppression and stigma faced by the Nomadic Tribes and De-Notified
Tribes (NTDNTSs). The year the Criminal Tribes Act was repealed by independent India
saw the enactment of the Habitual Offenders Act by the Union Government, followed by
versions of the same Act in various states. Authorities have routinely used these laws
against NTDNTSs.

As a result, even after 75 years of India’s Independence and 70 years after their
“liberation”, the NTDNT communities are still subjected to discrimination and are
associated with criminality. As a result, the NTDNT communities cannot enjoy the
fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution. There have been innumerable cases
in which the right to equality before the law (Article 14), the prohibition of discrimination
on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth (Article 15), and the right to
life and liberty (Article 21) of people belonging to the NTDNT communities have been
disregarded.

The socio-economic conditions of NTDNT communities also continue to be poor. They
cannot access education, healthcare, livelihoods, housing, social security, participation
in political processes and governance. In addition, members of these communities,
including women, are subjected to harassment and violence. While several state
Governments have established some welfare schemes, their limited purview, weak
mandate and inconsistent implementation render them ineffective in easing the plight of
NTDNTSs.

“There was no rehabilitation plan for us with the Government of India after we were
freed from the settlements. The Government should have given us land for cultivation
and to build our houses. We were allowed to live in forests without basic amenities,”
said Sunita Bhosle, a member of the pardhi community and an activist based in Pune,
Maharashtra, engaged with the cause for the last 25 years. She further stated that the
socio-economic circumstances of 200 such communities across the country are still
deplorable. “They cannot access jobs, housing, social security, healthcare, education,
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or political involvement. Additionally, women from these communities experience
assault and harassment. We still have to fight for our basic rights through protests and
rallies even after 75 years of our country’s Independence,” she added.

“We all identify with our country’s Independence Day on August 15, but we also
celebrate August 31 as a liberation day for our communities. Apart from celebration
functions, we hold awareness programmes and rallies to highlight our problems, give
voice to concerns and press the Government to frame policies and allocate budgets for
our rehabilitation, resettlement and livelihood restoration,” Sunita added.

Arun Jadhav, a member of Grameen Vikas Kendra, says that the motive of celebrating
August 31 as “liberation day” is to organise communities. Grameen Vikas Kendra works
with banjara, pardhi, nandiwale and dabri gosawi communities in Ahmednagar,
Maharashtra.

Arun explained, “They discuss the identity issues they face daily in the absence of
identity cards. They lack access to food security and other social security benefits
because they do not own land. Their livelihoods, including their traditional occupations,
are constantly under threat. Raj Kumar Bahot, an activist from Panipat, Haryana, said
that most NTDNT residents in his district are from the sapera and bawariya
communities, who primarily relied on the forest for their subsistence.

“To make a living, the sapera community mostly gathered snakes, trained them to
dance, and staged performances in different villages. However, they lost their jobs when
the Government forbade such actions in the country,” said Raj Kumar.

The bawariya community, which used to rear cattle in the forests, lost their livelihoods
after the forests were heavily cut down, said Raj Kumar, adding that mostly they have
turned into ragpickers now.

“Both of these communities have become homeless. They are not permitted to settle
anywhere. If they establish temporary settlements, they frequently receive notices from
courts after cases are filed by powerful villagers,” he said.

“The network of organisations are needed to unify our voices to fight for the rights and
re-emphasise demands related to basic social security services, entitlements, land
rights, rehabilitation and resettlement related issues, education of children, employment
and livelihood restoration-related demands,” said Bajrang, who also heads Lokhita
Samajik Vikas Sanstha in Maharashtra.

He said that while much has been achieved for rights and access to entitlements in
various parts of the country, more needs to be done to uplift all the NTDNT
communities.

“Against any criminal activity in any part of the country, we become easy targets of the
police. We are often booked in fake cases, harassed, and tortured. The angrez (English
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colonizers) have gone from our country, but the police in our country are our angrez
now. In 2021-22 alone, | have documented six cases of custodial deaths in my district,”
said Sunita Bhosle, who has also written a book titled “Vinchavacha Tel (The Oil of the
Scorpion)”, highlighting the police harassment of members of the NTDNT communities
in Maharashtra.

Arun Jadhav said that the police in training centres still have training about dealing with
NTDNT communities using the Habitual Offenders Act.

‘I have documented several cases of murder, rape, fake encounters and other abuses
and harassment and submitted those before National Human Rights Commission.
Therefore, we need to put up a hard struggle to safeguard our rights and ensure
protection,” said Arun.
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FNT & AT FY BI5aT 39 afFa Hr 3rae F=a7 B3, NS
$AT A TF TTIRI F ITHITH 4 ...

https://www.bhaskar.com/db-original/news/why-should-the-freedom-of-bilkis-be-
snatched-away-4-policemen-should-be-kept-around-the-culprits-till-the-release-is-
canceled-130334132.html

T IAGIRT o T H qRATAT fhar 82  qarel § Werfha e & 11 vt &6t CBI
$r U fAAY 3reTeld # G oA Tl G SToT FIY Hied! HT| 3o QAT & 15
3TET 2022 1 REr fohar S gt g1 ST Helr, fAosar |idt 98 3R T el Hewdd
@ = 71T § 3R Fafrd 3R 3w Trael @ T & AR PUH @ U5 TG o

CBI &1 Treiefic & HdTideh I HI$ IH A w61 AT| HNT & dg Tafhd @ ga
qiere T T TARRIT gl et gST| gioe o foefehd @l RISt & & &
7 & fov aFer, dfed I8 IRAT FT AT TR-9R, &¥ TR) T 35 95
gfew o fyaferd @ 3 o aa & @

HeATE S UX 3o BXdTall & 2Mal T ggareT & v fSafea i seg hdr 3t & o
S a3, e RAred J67 frl 14 & § 7 a9 € IIS g 97w| Saed o et iR
faefera @ FRT &1 S @ 53 dued A fAw| @l @l STt Tl & fov aH1S $Hr
AfIT & 1Y SHIAT I AT

CPM aidT Gemi¥el 37el, ATATISIh hidehcl] FORET FAT, TGl ofel AR JUTHT Hiarg Hr
ST FEIT ASA o NI THR & $H S H Ieg A & v goie Fic &
it gIfler &1 gl

25 3P &I deblolled A ATeed T dl AT, AeH 3o TAr iR Qe Ay
dr §F & 50 W ACH SIRY & AR IeRET @R § 2 §%d & o) Stare &9
5% d1e 9 AR & HIE o A 3 §Fd & T erel &

forerfener T &hdl ST dTell Tsdlhe AT I[Cal ddlell 8- Teh Yosic o8l 3R B ST
ar 9 3T A1 8, oifohel IgT ar 3T Hedldol YT Siol| 319aT AT, & S8 1 IRT
g 2@T, Y gcar o 2| 3rue s=< Y W 2wl Safea & fSier | &1 Adeld
ggT & cue (T2arss 3ede) & gl U1l Saferdg & foier @ & |
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qfeT Tsdlhe NS el § Sfeish e &1 faAw sradd...

qardl- afhd &9 & 11 aIIT T Rg$ F1 sdar Ay F49i?

SdaTe- ATHT Sceil 3T & AT gl [delr 3mae & 30 &»d # FAd 51
T IR R 3% RREE 8, dr AT &7 HIs I38 &) 81 goiar| Soaferg & & &
dr W& &1 B &1 5 FAGA T Yeeie Wafrd & wrr Aedae Aorg| A7, & Fgal
T FIRT, 3Thr FAT| TS AT T IET P 3eToh FHS T2 G Yeshel AR |
SAH o g thae I B

Ho A1 HACT & Ush A o gl Toh 14 el Q& b & AR o7 QWA 1 ST &
SHIER SE ITOT UT| SA(T Foo RET AT f2m | Ay & 3rdfier & forw I gt
AT I3s &1 FAE HSR T 9T g1 FAT o b I AAHT & AfFaaa gl
Ree & uga te sRae RUIE aofch §1 S0H IR I35 & Hedished gidm 8l

UEcAl- PISH HT JTX FIAT 3§ S ¢ & ot Rer &l
CE - WHETEE I STt NS I AT 3N glam?
ArERT- QIfsd 9 &A1 AT geI?

IUT- SART ol H TR Hal UT?

EH W AT RAIE & olel & fw RTI Sl §1 gA 567 e 989 &, 84 ot 39
RO & aX & 319 I P AHASRRT Adl [HelTl

RE$ & SRR MR &7 FAeaihed §a1 DT H AT A aF & & 78 Tl
HIefetel [elfehd & 9 Ueh ACH Tl ARV AT fIAfehd &l ar d T =Tell, ST
;ST # QAT & T S @i 3|

FaTel- Y 3R 3ol I AT aF T Ala Fr aor a1 s6r Felr?

SATe- §Hel 3U Uedod! T 3dTer FI Af| Ig 3U dAccl &l AT hd AT| PIC 3ATY
& T T WRE T Hediehed A & 16 Holl dF Hl | FT 36 H8 H g o
azg oIr an, 98 ™R FT i @ S @r S gl
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mﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁymwquﬁam & 1 5 e S
T A 39 I&Fd oIl & 1Y Ig for@ar ¢dl- 3eiiad dRa foer fhdr Arhr &1
Y ar frdr Fr Y P fF 39 dRE &7 W &Y 3R 14 1T & Mesed e Hl
T I 3R S8 AT AT

HaTel- 39 dFd 39 &9l of 38 ol & &t 37diel AT «TgT hr?

SaTe- fSefehd 30 FIC & hae & [Warw e Al T ToT T 3de T Tohar A
3 W gHA g g1 &1l g8 oer oY 39§89 &1 REar O, St foaferg i oRmar
e X W Al §Fa aF har T Safhd sdo O1er & JgT 9 I8l $eT Wr 81 3
37¢ UIST Gepol AT TIRT, Afh a8 oI5 TSl Y& T Fohl

faefhd i AGE A arel &leT SeId & foF Y g% 98 oRIdR Ueh STetg & qady
STITE HTT Y &1 3oTepT VLT F3URMT T Sorrer 3 IT IET &1 o aF har o e
SH ¥ oA N e g [Sieel Siel & df Wwarl 39 [Jelfehd &t 0= fSiegelt 3mr
Sorer Tifge 3k Atder g & oiear @R

HaTel- HH H AT NS ¢, gferd F 38 AAS 7 2002 A & Feor RAE g & o,
g ATUR &1 A?

STaTd- eI3T8el il o U al etele 1S di| Uk & Ffash ar ST # s 20-
25 ollaT gRAR I MG 3T A| Sl SR HET H g A & 9 & 7| T I
Fel AR Fel I IR @ 9 Fefha & qry sorer & 317 93|

U gall FFcele SRe g3, [Srad g 3191 fF 500-600 #ar a1 #F 3T 3R Y Tg
T T A 3T Al & TE g T g3 o AT A gA TR el A M 500-
600 ST 3T HA| 5d=1 s F Safrd ¥ AP H FF ggar o]

Sel Qi 3MUR W o & Fellol RUIE Afoeee &1 diq &Y Afoeee o o far
faefhd A Faer QU | Farst X feam|

qATel- A SIIRT Gelol HT YR FAT FoA1?

STaTS- ST, S HISH Tgd WRAT &I & O I Gg 379 P AT S e &l
$H A H Y IET g3 §AR I Sgd e A1 S AT foefhE & A, 3ol
3eTeh 31l I dR-GR #Ale fhar| [Soafhy aR-ER S garch o, 98 a9 $o siegae d
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dsérer g 7| oIfhd IR-OR It & a1 o JEr A7 S99 # IR U oidr
ST &of BT 95| SHHT T I SIagec aef a1

foafend & IR & AH o 37 W ROIC gt wg M| Iogiel Gl IRt
F A o) 3R, gfod o Fdeor RO 7 g 6 3wy e 781 @, sefow @5 &9
§H ¢ XA & FE AE Fel [ Y AL g3, FeT o IR A € @

fefra @I RUIE Fallar et &1 &5 Afew 81 fGar a=m| Ig Fhegetat arerd ol
SATIT §AR U $H & & Geldlel HT Holed ITUR AT| g TRE Weliehq &

I F3 HANRE & THAA &of §UI Tl & a1 Toh BRgee Fwelaed [Seiferd & ara
IS A 35l 8 ¥ S IR thee wAlc W faT |

éWﬁWWW%@@%%srﬁﬁﬂﬁqw BT 3TUTRET &l Ig
slagic BNas X f&aT| $8 3ramar NHRC, Fs IR ST doreeT 3R aed 38A

38 9 A Gl 9T HEY §81 He a1, ST@T TaAl & 16 [Selfehd sl of&T I o

gAR U thee 3ol Aol & b e SIERT Golalal # SATeT e 8T S|

m—sﬁa@rﬁcmaﬁrﬁaaﬂig‘g?

SATS- FAR T hacH o g Ao Al T S UH B oaraly Hr AT A
319 HATeT 36dT & o SoFdiadl Pid HI? al dl o1l X Fohd, [olegiel I HHT Fellol
T fET| TR FT & ST Tehlel 56 AHAS A ATAST &, Sogiel 31 el o 39 &4
CBI &I T & aF S QoMM A o T&T Agd A & &1 CBl & I AT & gARY
ggell Therdr Y|

CBI & &Y &ATel &7 &1 fRar| 2003 & T3S seafeaersT &1 3T & =1 CBla
el SICes eaaraly T A foh oY 95T O g g, ST W erdt A far e
|

Siged o Iroid Wﬁwaﬂélmﬁ?aj}mﬁﬁqﬁﬁwg,wﬁaﬁ
3oT al & W3R Ty &y A Qer3Ter dTee AT fe@ T ATl SieX & faw ar
IJg Igell A sidlﬂm%%ﬁ%@?%jmmgmmﬂﬁlﬁmﬁ
39 TCHE H TATH gl b 39 W TeHE A9 ol HT Gd1d ST =TI
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gferd of gara S arelt A emAer | & Fg 7€ wecd F @ RAeew sad afaa
o1, dfehel & ol o gedied A €11 SATAT HH I IORIT @ FTEI o S HT HoA
§HA §IT T T ATl A &A1 § CBlsh §19 & Ig &l ST 3R IoRId & Sie
EISHIC H TE HT TTHBL il gART FAok fasr ot

qaTa- 31§ Ig A Hd 3T TGI?

STATe- g T9olfohd hd & THT Tehglesy U I dT § T a8 39 ATH Jiolr &
ded g Ret$ F geld &I Fgar Taciae, CBI g8 Rers &1 el &1 3R var gt
g3 1 foelfeha &1 ST 95am| &6 U IR 38 Re’s § 3 TR IR FheaT A
o, 3% 91 3R IS 3T HA FI Adoiol T8T HIdl & o fafeg e sl

HaTel- 5§ ok AT a9 76l g, a9 deh FT foerfehd o gRaw =t fAere anfge?
STare- 37l dote & foRdr & her foh foorfha v agl A AT, gH R 9T HS
T g T@ ¢ o 38 Qe < 2, Afthed AW Farer g & Welfehd wel F4t Se? g o
17-18 TTel & T & gl 918 A & W &1 foelfeha & ey 3t Sy sme?

forerfener @l WIeeRreT Sor & off Toh U Aleger=T &1 519 e IgaRi 1 Rers
Hf8el G gIch, a9 b &l o 3ofh IR P 4-4 i arel T3 X v ow| s
ST Selfehd &Y ST Al TgeT G| e i ey 7 S Sel &
3ol § o Tg9IR 3MTeTle T8, SHTAT fSoafehd &1 e St off S|

fyaferd = 7 @ I T AT TFEFAT TR o ufeu...
1. SIMSAT & AN & Sholld TFEIG HeglH « SaT- 38 fe am g3m o

q 3AT 2002, H3 &I G ATl g4 F &N AR TRH 37 W1 37 g1y &
deraR, g, FogTsl 3R Sl & UIgY U dg M ARA-HIea | A 3 gy
Yehse S gEl R oI ol el fonel & oy 3l @ gstRt U IS¢ A heh
feam A IW & e @ &A1l 3% ¢ A 9@ 81 91| I 7 HieT & @ HeaA
Y TS TG &l $H IR A 9d1d U He@lH I oo H Rg 7R A g, forash
ATHA R 3T T omer 92 g




