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NHRC warns, personal appearance of Odisha CS ,Railway Board Chairman on
Bahanaga Train tragedy

https://mobilenews24x7.com/2023/featured/nhrc-warns-personal-appearance-of-odisha-
cs-railway-board-chairman-on-bahanaga-train-tragedy/

Kendrapara,Sep 19 : The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)has warned the
Odisha Chief Secretary and the Railway Board Chairman to invoke its coercive power u/s
13 of the PHR Act, 1993 calling for their personal appearances before the Commission in
connection with the Bahanaga Train tragedy report.

The coercive power u/s 13 of the PHR Act, 1993 for their personal appearances will be
invoked if the Odisha Chief Secretary and the Railway Board Chairman failed to submit
the requisite report related to Balasore Train accident within a period of four weeks.

The NHRC passed the order last week on a petition filed by Human Rights Activist
Radhakanta Tripathy.

Tripathy in his petition stated that the rare and tragic train accident happened in Bahanaga
road station in Odisha balasore district on June 2 last due to gross negligence of Railways
.There has been subsequent violation of human rights of the passengers, both dead and
alive, due to lack of appropriate and timely action by the Railways and State
administration, he alleged.

Tripathy said that the rights of deceased/ victims are being violated by the State
Government/Railways as the authorities have failed to preserve the bodies till
identification of the same by their kins.

He said dead bodies are still lying for disposal and fake claimants are coming forward to
stake claims for which the compensation cases to the next of kin of the deceased victims
are pending.

The petitioner requested the NHRC for an in-depth analysis, independent and impartial
investigation of the incident and sought for heavy compensation to the family members
of the deceased, dignified farewell of the dead bodies and compensation with proper
medical care to the injured ones.

He also sought for intervention of the administration and Railways for proper
documentation of all the passengers for loss of documents and preparation of further
documents for claiming insurance and service benefits, Students, children care etc.

The petitioner sought for preventive, compensatory and rehabilitating action with some
permanent solution to prevent such incidents.

Earlier the NHRC had sought Action Taken Reports from the Odisha Chief Secretary and
the Chairman, Railway Board within a period of four weeks.
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However, despite direction neither the state Chief Secretary nor the Railway board
chairman submitted any report till date.

Only one internal communication on September 2 last has been endorsed to the
Commission by the Additional Secretary, Home Department of Odisha government where
a request has been made to Commissioner-cum-Secretary to Health & Family Welfare
Department, DGP, Odisha, Collector & District Magistrate, Balasore and Superintendent
of Police, Balasore for submission of action taken report in the icase, the NHRC noted.
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New Delhi: Prez Droupadi Murmu to inaugurate National Human Rights Institutions
conference on 20th September

https://newsonair.gov.in/News?title=New-Delhi%3A-Prez-Droupadi-Murmu-to-
inaugurate-National-Human-Rights-Institutions-conference-on-20th-S

eptember&id=468006

Last Updated: Sep 19, 2023, [3:17PM

President Droupadi Murmu will inaugurate the conference of National Human Rights
Institutions of the Asia Pacific region in New Delhi tomorrow. The two-day conference will
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 30 years
of  National Human Rights Institutions and the Paris  Principles.

A sub-theme on the environment and climate change will also be held. Additionally, the
National Human Rights Commission will organize a seminar on Business and Human
Rights. The event aims to ensure that businesses prioritize human rights and
environmental sustainability in their operations.
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NHRC warns personal appearance of Odisha CS ,Railway Board Chairman on
Bahanaga Train tragedy report

http://www.uniindia.com/nhrc-warns-personal-appearance-of-odisha-cs-railway-board-
chairman-on-bahanaga-train-tragedy-report/east/news/3053714.html

Kendrapara,Sep 19 (UNI) The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)has warned
the Odisha Chief Secretary and the Railway Board Chairman to invoke its coercive power
u/s 13 of the PHR Act, 1993 calling for their personal appearances before the Commission
in connection with the Bahanaga Train tragedy report.

The coercive power u/s 13 of the PHR Act, 1993 for their personal appearances will be
invoked if the Odisha Chief Secretary and the Railway Board Chairman failed to submit
the requisite report related to Balasore Train accident within a period of four weeks.

The NHRC passed the order last week on a petition filed by Human Rights Activist
Radhakanta Tripathy.

Tripathy in his petition stated that the rare and tragic train accident happened in Bahanaga
road station in Odisha balasore district on June 2 last due to gross negligence of Railways
.There has been subsequent violation of human rights of the passengers, both dead and
alive, due to lack of appropriate and timely action by the Railways and State
administration, he alleged.

Tripathy said that the rights of deceased/ victims are being violated by the State
Government/Railways as the authorities have failed to preserve the bodies till
identification of the same by their kins.

He said dead bodies are still lying for disposal and fake claimants are coming forward to
stake claims for which the compensation cases to the next of kin of the deceased victims
are pending.

The petitioner requested the NHRC for an in-depth analysis, independent and impartial
investigation of the incident and sought for heavy compensation to the family members
of the deceased, dignified farewell of the dead bodies and compensation with proper
medical care to the injured ones.

He also sought for intervention of the administration and Railways for proper
documentation of all the passengers for loss of documents and preparation of further
documents for claiming insurance and service benefits, Students, children care etc.

The petitioner sought for preventive, compensatory and rehabilitating action with some
permanent solution to prevent such incidents.

Earlier the NHRC had sought Action Taken Reports from the Odisha Chief Secretary and
the Chairman, Railway Board within a period of four weeks.
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However, despite direction neither the state Chief Secretary nor the Railway board
chairman submitted any report till date.

Only one internal communication on September 2 last has been endorsed to the
Commission by the Additional Secretary, Home Department of Odisha government where
a request has been made to Commissioner-cum-Secretary to Health & Family Welfare
Department, DGP, Odisha, Collector & District Magistrate, Balasore and Superintendent
of Police, Balasore for submission of action taken report in the icase, the NHRC noted.
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NGOs flay APF
for allowing
NHRC to host
meet in Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
MEW DELHI

The All India Network of
NGOs and Individuals has
condemned the Asia Pacif-
ic Forum (APF) for acced-
ing to the National Human
Rights Commission of In-
dia’s request to host the
28th biannual conference
in New Delhi on Septem-
ber 20 and 21. This hap-
pened at a time when the
NHRC has recently been
deferred its accreditation
by the sub-committee on
Accreditation of the Global
Alliance of National Hu-
man Rights Institutions
(GANHRI).

“This is deeply trou-
bling as the hosting of this
prestigious conference by
the NHRC will not aid the
important cause of human
rights protection in India
but only provide the NHRC
a fig leaf of international
legitimacy to cover up its
dismal performance,” a
statement from the Net-
work, working with nation-
al and state Human Rights
Commission, said.

Its members said the
NHRC had been silent on
the situation of human
rights defenders in India.
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Forum against nod granted to NHRC to host conference

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/forum-against-nod-granted-to-nhrc-to-
host-conference/article67323973.ece

All India Network of NGOs and Individuals Working with National and State Human Rights
Institutions (AINNI) has condemned the permission granted to the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) India by the Asia Pacific Forum (APF) to host a conference in New
Delhi.

The NHRC has been deferred its accreditation by the Sub Committee on Accreditation
(SCA) of the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI), said the
press statement issued by the members of AINNI. Over 1,800 activists signed the
statement.

The members said that the NHRC had been silent with respect to the situation of the
human rights defenders in India and had done nothing to ensure that the human rights
defenders were not imprisoned for exercising their right to speech and expression.

Referring to the Human Rights violations in Manipur, the members said that the NHRC
had initiated action only after the Supreme Court had initiated Suo Motu action. The
response of the NHRC had been nothing short of an abdication of its constitutional and
legal responsibility, the members said.

The members said that the NHRC in the past had been an intervenor before the Supreme
Court in key cases of human rights violations. However, today, in any issue of human
rights violations, the NHRC has chosen to maintain a silence. Since the basic condition
of fulfilling the mandate conferred by the Protection of Human Rights Act as well as the
Paris Principles have not been met by the NHRC, civil society organisations condemn the
very holding of the APF Conference in India, the AINNI members said.
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President Droupadi Murmu to inaugurate conference of National Human Rights
Institutions of Asia Pacific tomorrow

https://www.indialegallive.com/top-news-of-the-day/news/president-droupadi-murmu-
conference-national-human-rights-institutions-asia-pacific/

President Droupadi Murmu will inaugurate the two-day conference of National Human
Rights Institutions of the Asia Pacific region on Wednesday.

The conference, being organised by the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC),
India, in collaboration with the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions,
will be held at the Plenary Hall of Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

The inaugural session will kickstart at 11:00 am with the conference of NHRIs of Asia
Pacific and the Annual General Meeting (AGM), 2023, followed by a seminar organised
by NHRC, India on ‘Business and Human Rights’ at 12:30 pm.

The seminar is divided into two thematic sessions — ‘Harmonising climate change, human
rights and business,’” and ‘Advancing human rights in business and industry.’

On Thursday, a Biennial Conference will celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights (UDHR) and 30 years of National Human Rights Institutions
and the Paris Principles, with a sub-theme on the environment and climate change.

The event will serve as a platform for meaningful discussions, knowledge sharing and the
development of strategies to ensure that businesses prioritise human rights and
environmental sustainability in their operations.

Keynote speakers and panellists include prominent figures from the human rights
paraphernalia, senior government functionaries, environmental, and corporate experts
and regulators with diverse perspectives and insights.

Attendees will also have the opportunity to engage in interactive sessions and network
with like-minded individuals and organisations committed to advancing the cause of
human rights in business. All sessions of the conference will be streamed live through
webcast.
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NGOs flay APF
for allowing
NHRC to host
meet in Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
MNEW DELHI

The All India Network of
NGOs and Individuals has
condemned the Asia Pacif-
ic Forum (APF) for acced-
ing to the National Human
Rights Commission of In-
dia’s request to host the
28th biannual conference
in New Delhi on Septem-
ber 20 and 21. This hap-
pened at a time when the
NHRC has recently been
deferred its accreditation
by the sub-committee on
Accreditation of the Global
Alliance of National Hu-
man Rights Institutions
(GANHRI).

“This is deeply trou-
bling as the hosting of this
prestigious conference by
the NHRC will not aid the
important cause of human
rights protection in India
but only provide the NHRC
a fig leaf of international
legitimacy to cover up its
dismal performance,” a
statement from the Net-
work, working with nation-
al and state Human Rights
Commission, said.

Its members said the
NHRC had been silent on
the situation of human
rights defenders in India.
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15 Years Since Batla House Encounter: On Media, Police, and Impact on Jamia

Human rights groups have argued that the encounter may have been staged to serve
political interests.

https://www.thequint.com/opinion/15-years-since-batla-house-encounter-on-media-
police-and-impact-on-jamia

19 September 2023 marks the 15th anniversary of the Batla House Encounter, a
controversial incident that shook the nation and raised serious questions about the role
of the media and police in India.

On a fateful evening of 13 September 2008, Delhi was rocked by a series of bombings
that targeted crowded markets and public spaces, leaving five bombs detonated within
30 minutes, claiming numerous lives and causing widespread panic. The responsibility
for these blasts was claimed by an outfit called the Indian Mujahideen in an email.

In the aftermath of these bombings, the police, particularly the Special Cell of the Delhi
Police, launched a high-profile armed operation in Batla House, a locality in Southeast
Delhi, specifically in the Jamia Nagar area.

This operation resulted in the death of two people, Atif Amin and Sajid, while two other
suspects, Mohammad Saif and Zeeshan, were arrested. The encounter also led to the
injury and subsequent death of Inspector Mohan Chand Sharma, an officer of the Delhi
Police's Special Cell.

However, what followed the Batla House Encounter was a whirlwind of controversies,
accusations, and questions.

Accusations were raised against the Delhi Police by various politicians, media outlets,
and civil society organizations, who alleged that the encounter was a staged "fake
encounter." They contended that the individuals killed were not terrorists but innocent
students and that the encounter was conducted to serve political interests.

For example, a statement released by the fact finding team of the CPI (Marxist Leninist)
& All India Students Association said, "In light of these revelations and in the persistent
refusal of the NHRC to take into account evidence which vitiates the Delhi Police claims
that the ‘encounter’ was genuine, it is urgent that a judicial probe be ordered into the Batla

i n

House ‘encounter’.

Additionally, the Jamia Teacher's Solidarity Group (a collective consisting of the PUCL,
PUDR, ANHAD, Delhi Union of Journalists and other organisations), stated, "The events
of 19th September and subsequent days left the Jamia community shocked, aggrieved
and fearful. In particular the manner and the suspicious circumstances in which young
boys, many of them students of Jamia Millia Islamia, were picked up by the Special Cell,
and pronounced "dreaded terrorists" by a trial by an utterly sensationalist and prejudiced
media created an atmosphere of fear and suspicion."
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Contradictions in the Police Version

One of the most significant issues with the police's narrative of the encounter was the
contradictions in their statements. Different reports from various sources painted a
conflicting picture of what transpired during the operation. For instance, the number of
officers involved, the sequence of events, and even the presence of bulletproof vests
were all subjects of dispute.

The police's initial account suggested that they had gone to the location for a routine
investigation and were taken by surprise when they encountered armed terrorists.

However, later statements by the police implied that they had credible intelligence about
the presence of dangerous terrorists in the area. These inconsistencies raised questions
about the veracity of the police's claims.

As allegations of a "fake encounter” gained traction, human rights organizations and civil
rights groups demanded a thorough and impartial investigation into the Batla House
Encounter. They argued that the encounter may have been staged to serve political
interests or to deflect attention from other issues.

Media's Role in Shaping Public Perception

In the case of the Batla House Encounter, the media's role was particularly contentious
and has been subject to criticism and scrutiny. One of the primary criticisms leveled
against the media's coverage of the Batla House Encounter was sensationalism.

News outlets, in their pursuit of higher ratings and readership, often resorted to
sensational headlines and speculative reporting. This sensationalism not only fueled
public anxiety but also contributed to the demonization of the suspects and the entire
Jamia Nagar locality.

The media's portrayal of the encounter as a "thrilling shootout" created a narrative that
played into the preconceived notions of terrorism, often painting a one-sided picture of
the events. The relentless coverage focused on the police's perspective and rarely
guestioned the official version of events.

While the media has a vital role in investigative journalism, the Batla House Encounter
case highlighted instances where media outlets failed to conduct in-depth investigations
independently. Instead, they often relied on official police statements and reports,
effectively becoming the mouthpiece for law enforcement agencies.

This lack of independent investigation resulted in a dearth of critical analysis and the
acceptance of the police version of events without sufficient scrutiny. Journalists should
serve as watchdogs, holding the government and law enforcement agencies accountable,
but in this case, they appeared to be more aligned with the official narrative.
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Impact on Public Opinion and Community

The aftermath of the Batla House Encounter had severe repercussions, especially for the
Azamgarh region and its residents. The media's portrayal of Azamgarh as a "hub of terror"
had a detrimental impact on the region, leading to widespread fear, arbitrary arrests, and
the unjust suffering of innocent individuals.

Moreover, the false implications of several individuals in terrorism-related cases further
exacerbated the situation, tarnishing the reputation of Azamgarh and its residents
unjustly.

Additionally, the arrest of Mohammad Talha, an IT professional, raised concerns about
the targeting and intimidation of those courageous enough to speak out against injustices
in the aftermath of the encounter.

These events collectively contributed to what can be termed as an "Azamgarh phobia,"
characterized by suspicion, fear, and the erosion of trust within the region.

Impact on Jamia Millia Islamia

Jamia Millia Islamia, a prestigious university located in close proximity to the Batla House
encounter site, felt the repercussions of the incident deeply. In the aftermath of the
encounter, the police's actions extended beyond the suspects. Several students and
faculty members of Jamia Millia Islamia were subjected to harassment, detention, and
even torture by the police.

This created an atmosphere of fear and mistrust within the university community. The
Batla House Encounter and its aftermath had a chilling effect on the educational
environment at Jamia Millia Islamia.

Students and faculty reported feeling targeted and stigmatized, leading to a decline in
academic engagement and a sense of insecurity.

The university's reputation suffered as well, with potential students and faculty members
reconsidering their association with an institution situated in an area associated with a
controversial encounter.

The Batla House Encounter, which occurred 15 years ago, continues to be a contentious
and sensitive issue in India. It serves as a stark reminder of the complex interplay between
law enforcement, media, and communities, particularly in the context of counterterrorism
operations.

The incident raises fundamental questions about the role of the media in shaping public
perception, the conduct of the police during such operations, and the impact on affected
communities.

Moving forward, it is crucial for Indian society to learn from the lessons of the Batla House
Encounter. This involves not only holding those responsible for misconduct accountable
but also implementing systemic changes that prevent such incidents from happening in
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the first place. It requires a commitment to transparency, accountability, and respect for
human rights from all stakeholders, including the media, law enforcement agencies, and
policymakers.

As the nation reflects on this anniversary, it should do so with a commitment to ensuring
that encounters like Batla House become a thing of the past and that the principles of
justice, fairness, and human rights prevail in all aspects of counterterrorism efforts. This
is not only a matter of legal and ethical responsibility but also a step toward building a
more just and harmonious society.

(Vikram Raj is an independent journalist. This is an opinion piece and the views expressed
are the author’s own. The Quint neither endorses nor is responsible for them.)
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New Delhi: Prez Droupadi Murmu to inaugurate National Human Rights Institutions
conference on 20th September

https://newsonair.gov.in/News?title=New-Delhi%3A-Prez-Droupadi-Murmu-to-
inauqurate-National-Human-Rights-Institutions-conference-on-20th-
September&id=468006

President Droupadi Murmu will inaugurate the conference of National Human Rights
Institutions of the Asia Pacific region in New Delhi tomorrow. The two-day conference will
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 30 years
of  National Human  Rights Institutions and the Paris  Principles.

A sub-theme on the environment and climate change will also be held. Additionally, the
National Human Rights Commission will organize a seminar on Business and Human
Rights. The event aims to ensure that businesses prioritize human rights and
environmental sustainability in their operations.
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https://www.bhaskar.com/local/haryana/rewari/news/letter-sent-to-human-rights-
commission-for-beautification-of-johar-131866830.html
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NGOs condemn NHRC, call it ‘silent spectator’ to human rights violations

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ngos-condemn-nhrc-call-it-silent-spectator-to-
human-rights-violations/article67323637.ece

Hosting the 28th bi-annual APF conference at New Delhi on September 20-21 will give
the NHRC a fig leaf of international legitimacy to cover up its dismal performance, the civil
society groups said

Members of Indian civil society condemn the Asia Pacific Forum (APF) for acceding to
the National Human Rights Commission of India (NHRC) request to host 28th Biannual
Conference in New Delhi on 20th and 21st September 2023. This happened at a time
when NHRC-India has recently been deferred its Accreditation by the Sub Committee on
Accreditation (SCA) of the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions
(GANHRI).

In its edition of May 25th, The Hindu had published that for the second time in a decade,
GANHRI deferred the accreditation of NHRC-India citing objections like political
interference in appointments, involving police in Human Rights violations probe and poor
cooperation with civil societies. The GANHRI’s letter for the same also cited lack of
diversity in staff and leadership and Insufficient action to protect marginalised groups, as
reasons for the deferment of the accreditation.

“This is deeply troubling as the hosting of this prestigious conference by the NHRC will
not aid the important cause of human rights protection in India but only provide the NHRC
a fig leaf of international legitimacy to cover up its dismal performance,” a statement from
All India Network of NGOs and Individuals working with national and state Human Rights
Commission (AiNNI) said.

The members of the AINNI said that the NHRC has been silent with respect to the
situation of human rights defenders in India,. They alleged that NHRC was roused from
its slumber to issue notice to the state of Manipur, only after the Supreme Court
initiated suo motu action on the complaint of sexual violence against members of the Kuki
Zo community. Also, that the NHRC remained silent when homes of Muslims were
bulldozed and has never issued a statement regarding the sexual harassment complaints
by female wrestlers against a member of parliament belonging to the ruling party.

“The self-chosen role of silent spectator to human rights violations by the state has meant
that the functions of the NHRC under the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 are sadly
under utilized. The NHRC in the past has been an intervenor before the Supreme Court
in key cases of human rights violations in the Gujarat riots of 2002. However, today, in
any issue of human rights violations, which have come before the Supreme Court with
important ramifications, be it the abrogation of Article 370, marriage equality, hate speech
or Manipur the NHRC has chosen to maintain an amoral and indeed unconstitutional
silence,” the letter said.
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The members of the AINNI added that hosting of the APF conference will be an
opportunity for the NHRC to further white wash its sins at global stage.

“‘We also call upon APF and all chairperson members of NHRIs to see through the
politicization of this APF conference by one of your own members whose track record has
been extremely poor . An indicator of its poor track record is the fact that the NHRC has
functioned without filling in three key positions for the past nine months,” the letter added
which was issued by Henri Tiphagne, National Working Secretary, AiNNI.
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NGOs flay APF
for allowing
NHRC to host
meet in Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
MEW DELHI

The All India Network of
NGOs and Individuals has
condemned the Asia Pacif-
ic Forum (APF) for acced-
ing to the National Human
Rights Commission of In-
dia’s request to host the
28th biannual conference
in New Delhi on Septem-
ber 20 and 21. This hap-
pened at a time when the
NHRC has recently been
deferred its accreditation
by the sub-committee on
Accreditation of the Global
Alliance of National Hu-
man Rights Institutions
(GANHRI).

“This is deeply trou-
bling as the hosting of this
prestigious conference by
the NHRC will not aid the
important cause of human
rights protection in India
but only provide the NHRC
a fig leaf of international
legitimacy to cover up its
dismal performance,” a
statement from the Net-
work, working with nation-
al and state Human Rights
Commission, said.

Its members said the
NHRC had been silent on
the situation of human
rights defenders in India.
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BAHANAGA TRAIN TRAGEDY

NHRC warns C, [RB Chairman

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kendrapara, Sept 19: The
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has warned
the Chief Secretary (CS) of
Odisha and the Indian Railway
Board (IRB) Chairman to invoke
its coercive power u/s 13 of the
PHR Act, 1993 calling for their per-
sonal appearances before the
Commission in connection with
the Bahanaga Train tragedy re-
port.

The action will be taken if
they fail to submit the requisite
report related to the accident
within a period of four weeks.

The NHRC passed the order
last week on a petition filed by
human rights activist
Radhakanta Tripathy.

Tripathy in his petition stated
that the rare and tragic train ac-
cident happened in Bahanaga
Bazaar station in Balasore June
2 due to gross negligence of the
Railways .

There has been subsequent

y -

violation of human rights of the
passengers, both dead and alive,
due to lack of appropriate and
timely action by the Railways
and State administration, he al-
leged.

Tripathy said that the rights
of deceased/ victims are being
violated by the state
Government/Railways as the
authorities have failed to pre-
serve the bodies till identification
of the same by their kin.

He said dead bodies are still
lying for disposal and fake
claimants are coming forward
to stake claims for which the
compensation cases to the next

of kin of the deceased victims are
pending.

The petitioner requested the
NHRC for an in-depth analysis,
independent and impartial in-
vestigation of the incident and
sought for heavy compensation
to the family members of the
deceased, dignified farewell of
the dead bodies and compensa-
tion with proper medical care
to the injured ones.

He also sought for interven-
tion of the administration and
Railways for proper documen-
tation of all the passengers for
loss of documents and prepara-
tion of further documents for
claiming insurance and service
benefits, Students, children care
ete.

Earlier the NHRC had sought
Action Taken Reports from the
Odisha CS and the IRB
Chairman, within a period of
four weeks.

However, despite direction nei-
ther the CS nor the Chairman
submitted any report till date.
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NGOs flay APF
for allowing
NHRC to host
meet in Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The All India Network of
NGOs and Individuals has
condemned the Asia Pacif-
ic Forum (APF) for acced-
ing to the National Human
Rights Commission of In-
dia’s request to host the
28th biannual conference
in New Delhi on Septem-
ber 20 and 21. This hap-
pened at a time when the
NHRC has recently been
deferred its accreditation
by the sub-committee on
Accreditation of the Global
Alliance of National Hu-
man Rights Institutions
(GANHRI).

“This is deeply trou-
bling as the hosting of this
prestigious conference by
the NHRC will not aid the
important cause of human
rights protection in India
but only provide the NHRC
a fig leaf of international
legitimacy to cover up its
dismal performance,” a
statement from the Net-
work, working with nation-
al and state Human Rights
Commission, said.

Its members said the
NHRC had been silent on
the situation of human
rights defenders in India.
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NGOs flay APF
for allowing
NHRC to host
meet in Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
MNEW DELHI

The All India Network of
NGOs and Individuals has
condemned the Asia Pacif-
ic Forum (APF) for acced-
ing to the National Human
Rights Commission of In-
dia’s request to host the
28th biannual conference
in New Delhi on Septem-
ber 20 and 21. This hap-
pened at a time when the
NHRC has recently been
deferred its accreditation
by the sub-committee on
Accreditation of the Global
Alliance of National Hu-
man Rights Institutions
(GANHRI]).

“This is deeply trou-
bling as the hosting of this
prestigious conference by
the NHRC will not aid the
important cause of human
rights protection in India
but only provide the NHRC
a fig leaf of international
legitimacy to cover up its
dismal performance,” a
statement from the Net-
work, working with nation-
al and state Human Rights
Commission, said.

Its members said the
NHRC had been silent on
the situation of human
rights defenders in India.



