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NHRC accreditation
status faces review
in Geneva this week

Critical assessment

The Sub-Committee on Accreditation of the Global Alliance
of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) made the
following observations on the NHRC in March 2023:

= The NHRC has failed to create
conditions required to be “able

to operate independent of
government interference”

= |nvolvenent of police officers

in the investigative process
amounts to a “conflict of
interest”

= The committee lacked any
members representing India’s
largest minority religions
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The National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC) is preparing to de-
fend the Union govern-
ment’s human rights pro-
cesses at a meeting in
Geneva this week, where a
decision on whether In-
dia’s human rights body
will retain its “A status” is
expected to be made.

The NHRC’s ratings
were put on hold in 2023
after concerns were raised
on its composition proce-
dure, the presence of pol-
ice personnel in human
rights investigations, and
the lack of gender and mi-
nority representation in
the committee.

The decision over
whether the NHRC is given
an A or B rating will affect

its ability to vote at the UN
Human Rights Council and
some UNGA bodies.

The meeting of the Sub-
Committee on Accredita-
tion (SCA) of the UN-recog-
nised Global Alliance of Na-
tional Human  Rights
Institutions (GANHRI)
worldwide will be held on
May 1, official sources told
The Hindu, as part of the
five-year peer review for
each member of the 114-
member alliance.

While the NHRC Chair-
person, retired Supreme
Court judge Justice Arun
Kumar Mishra, had tra-
velled to Geneva last year
for the GANHRI SCA meet-
ing on India, this year, the
NHRC is expected to attend
the review meeting on
‘Wednesday online.
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NHRC accreditation
status faces review test

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) is under-
stood to have reached out to various countries in-
volved in the review process to make its case
through diplomatic channels.

This is the second time the Modi government is
facing a possible listing downgrade. Since being
accredited in 1999, India had retained its A rank-
ing in 2006 and 2011, while its status was deferred
in 2016 and restored after a year. According to a
six-point submission by the SCA in March 2023,
the NHRC has failed to create conditions required
to be “able to operate independent of government
interference”.

In the submission, the committee had slammed
India for the involvement of police officers in its
investigative process, calling it a “conflict of
interest”.

In its response, the NHRC had said that the pre-
sence of government officials, including the Secre-
tary-General and CEO, NHRC — former Gujarat-
cadre IAS officer Bharat Lal, adds to the “effective-
ness” of the body.

The SCA also cited the lack of “pluralism” and
“gender representation”. The SCA had also point-
ed out that the composition of the committee
should reflect the “diversity of the society” it op-
erated in, indicating the lack of any member re-
presenting India’s largest minority religions. In
addition, local civil society activists have pointed
out that most members are politically affiliated
with the ruling party, with five of the 10 members
belonging to the BJP or RSS.

When asked about Wednesday’s meeting, the
sources said although the government is confi-
dent of having its A status restored, it was not fo-
cused on “external certifications” of India’s hu-
man rights record.

In a letter to GANHRI dated March 26, 2024,
nine human rights groups, including Amnesty In-
ternational, Human Rights Watch and CIVICUS
wrote a joint letter to the international grouping
raising concerns about “increasing restrictions”
on civil society and “discrimination against mi-
norities ahead of the country’s General Elec-
tions”. They also cited various development and
human rights indices that have downgraded In-
dia’s ratings in the past few years, and UN Human
Rights Council reports that the government has
rejected.

“We strongly urge GANHRI-SCA to amend the
current ‘A’ rating of the NHRCI to accurately re-
flect its failure to comply with the Paris Principles
and address the deteriorating human rights situa-
tion in India,” the letter said.
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Geneva-based UN-related body to review India’s human rights
accreditation status this week

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/geneva-based-un-related-body-to-review-
indias-human-rights-accreditation-status-this-week/article68117894.ece

India’s processes under scanner after GANHRI deferred the country’s rating in 2023;
criticism included lack of pluralism, appointing police officials, ruling party members to
NHRC

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is preparing to defend the
government’s human rights processes at a meeting in Geneva this week, where a
decision on whether India’s human rights body will retain its “A status” is expected to be
made. The NHRC'’s ratings were put on hold in 2023 over concerns on its composition
procedure, the presence of police personnel in human rights investigations, and the lack
of gender and minority representation, and the decision over whether the NHRC is
given an A rating or a B rating would affect its ability to vote at the UN Human Rights
Council and some UNGA bodies.

The meeting of the Sub-Committee on Accreditation (SCA) of the UN-recognised Global
Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI) worldwide will be held on May
1, official sources told The Hindu, as part of the five-year peer review for each member
of the 114-member alliance. While NHRC Chairperson, retired Supreme Court judge
Justice Arun Kumar Mishra had travelled to Geneva last year for the GANHRI SCA
meeting on India, this year, the NHRC is expected to attend the review meeting on
Wednesday online. The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) is understood to have
reached out to various countries involved in the review process to make its case
through diplomatic channels.

This is the second time the Modi government is facing a possible listing downgrade.
Since being accredited in 1999, India had retained its A ranking in 2006 and 2011, while
its status was deferred in 2016 and restored after a year. According to a six-point
submission by the SCA in March 2023, the NHRC has failed to create conditions
required to be “able to operate independent of government interference”. In the
submission, the committee had slammed India for the involvement of police officers in
its investigative process, calling it a “conflict of interest”.

NHRC’s claim

In its response, the NHRC had said that the presence of government officials, including
Secretary-General and CEO, NHRC, former Gujarat-cadre |IAS officer Bharat Lal, adds
to the “effectiveness” of the body. At present, of the two individual members of the
NHRC, one member Rajiv Jain, is an IPS officer who was Director of the Intelligence
Bureau, while the Director-General of Investigation is, former Special Director, CBI, Ajay
Bhatnagar. The SCA also cited the lack of “pluralism” and “gender representation,”
given the NHRC had only one woman in its top body, an institutional “ex-officio”
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representative of the National Commission for Women. In December 2023, the NHRC
appointed another woman, Vijaya Bharathi Sayani.

While the Chairperson of the National Commission for Minorities Igbal Singh Lalpura is
another ex-officio member, the SCA had also pointed out that the composition of the
committee should reflect the “diversity of the society” it operated in, indicating the lack of
any member representing India’s largest minority religions. In addition, local civil society
activists have pointed out that most members are politically affiliated to the ruling party,
with five of the 10 members belonging to the BJP or RSS. They include Chairman of the
National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) Kishor Makwana, who was
spokesperson of the BJP in Gujarat; Chairperson of the National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes Antar Sing Arya, who was a BJP MLA from Madhya Pradesh;
Chairperson, National Commission for Backward Classes and former BJP MP Hansraj
Ahir; and Priyank Kanoongo, Chairperson, National Commission for Protection of Child
Rights, who has been a member of the BJP and RSS.

Officials in the body rejected the charge, pointing out that Mr. Jain “qualifies as a
minority”, as he belongs to the Jain community, while all members are chosen through
India’s legislative and constitutional processes, which also involve selection by leaders
of the opposition.

The MEA and the NHRC declined to formally comment on India’s accreditation status at
GANHRI, a body of 120 members, of which 88 have “A” status accreditation, while 32
have “B” status”. The SCA has also recommended for the removal of accreditation for
Afghanistan, Myanmar, Niger and Russia given developments in those countries. When
asked about Wednesday’s meeting, the sources said although the government is
confident of having its A status restored, it was not focused on “external certifications” of
India’s human rights record. They also cited the “undue influence” of international civil
society organisations that have been critical of India since 2014. In a letter to GANHRI
dated March 26, 2024, nine human rights groups, including Amnesty International,
Human Rights Watch and CIVICUS wrote a joint letter to the international grouping
raising concerns about “increasing restrictions” on civil society and “discrimination
against minorities ahead of the country’s General Elections”. They also cited various
development and human rights indices that have downgraded India’s ratings in the past
few years, and UN Human Rights Council reports that the government has rejected.

“‘We strongly urge GANHRI-SCA to amend the current ‘A’ rating of the NHRCI to
accurately reflect its failure to comply with the Paris Principles and address the
deteriorating human rights situation in India,” the letter said.

Last week, the MEA had also reacted sharply to the U.S. State department’s latest
global report that spoke of “significant” human rights concerns in India, calling the report

“biased” and reflecting a “poor understanding of India”. “We attach no value to it and
urge you to do the same,” MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal had said.
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NHRC A el & 1T S Werdr o ugw fva R v gl 79t &1
e fabar

https://insamachar.com/nhrc-organizes-an-open-discussion-on-access-to-legal-aid-for-
victims/

RIS A SHfYBR ST (NHRC) Ui Sdl & oIt It FeTddl deb Ug=r fawd W Tep el
A1 DT S [HT| 96D B LI TTTISRYT, YR & &, R[] 3601 HHR T
3 Pt 93H H I Ioia o 3R Ao YRt T, AgNd WA A, HelHeR®
(AT 3T HeATR; IoReR (fafd) PRolid 3 iR WY Ifud da= $AR A9 afed
TN 3R WMBHR & 3 SR IuRYT ¥ 3TN AT TWHRT FAedl & ufafAfe,
W FH, e Hfaes Ry, TR-IRGRT ATaA! (Toiaf), Reifie TRIMT SR 2y SEf
F oty foran, fSrgin difeal & forw St Serar uga ¥ gaftd Ui ggf R =af |
e fean| Tl & dF de-ie! T | Wi §:

i. gfor R TR W BT SR — GfeRy WA IR B! ERIdT W H- H SRITUAT,
RS iR I URaRT & T 3 Il gHIfad] Bt UgaH BT

ii. YR & Tifed Gemadll Ui o34 3R 3 S & fo Uifsd & e 3 aralt gAifaal st
TgaM AT 3R DT FHIYM HRAT - BT & QN TaU™ & ded “difea” g Bt
GRYTYT &1 FEADHR YIS TGS AS137 &b Harsord e U Ggl ol THST |

iii. TS T B Trdl &1 Ugd GHTd HR- 8 IR IRBRT AT 3R RW&fOre TRMH(
& el - It & T I 9% 99F ug9 gRE 9 § IR WAR A6 3R
fayfaerTeral ot hela DT o) THgHT|

I3F DI STeHEd HA gU, TITISRYT, YRA & L&, <R[ 3507 YT ¥ YRd & Afqer
& TG 39T, 21 3R 22 HT I Hd gU 39 91 W SR a1 i foosdt 1 +ft 37t
qrAToT- 3 fRUfe o RO THM = ¥ dferd =18} fasa ST anfe e | S JeradT Yol
7 et el & fore afees ude ardt & fere & ok a5+l T wem aabie gy g fafte
a1 WTIHROT (TTUUATHT) GRT ST T 3R Ugdl & SIave, $© JAE 51 §5 o
ORI GR-ERTol & S| H SHRITIT DI ofd & &g B a1 T § 3R 3¢ B! Terdal HrRIchH!
& IR T THSHR! T8 ¢ | 3T, faRiy &9 I Sd i1l & 3R ¥ T S dhdl Hrisd
AT FxT e ]

31 wel f fayfaeraal § Srrewdr ham & forw geiel gRT Ra g fad s
MR IR T &1 TRt UHTN ST b Ficron H HTH TeTdal deit-d THId G171
T8I PR IR | T o1 faaR o1 3R UifSdl &1 ST TeTadl YaH &3 IR UIST 3R &

Hiod B BT ATAEHAT B |
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TSR & & XMoo A 39 &I TR USRI STa [ ST TeTdl R 2018 H SIRT
f3rT 7T TAuTeTYT feznfAde @t o Y sern warl T At 7 off difsal & gamaen
firem o 3 gt &, o g <t ot feiRa g g1 S8R Tunaese a1 =ar faumT gR
Y ST dTcd H3fTao HERIdT IR Toh bhatd Gied RITUd $H3A BT it RieiRer 1|

2 Ugdl, HERIfed URd d1e - 39 §1d R U= Sral fob GifSdl &l -1 Teradl e &=
& Hed P! IR BT HedYUl €, WHHT THSATSSR UolldhRUl TR & GRM, Sl
TAUUATHT IS 2018 3R WRURR & 3rfade 357 TP Yo 90 AgaqUl ¢ | faRiy =y
T, F5 difedl J R 3R BT STl &1 HH g, R U BT JTersil B gr dx 3R
g AT R & [T THIET T3t YUl 1 SHTaRgddl gIa! ¢ [ d BT FeTadl &1
IUAKIIT P T | TIUTATHT Pl SRl dgMH 3R <A1 I Ugd Bl YausHd o H
Tfora Yftest U aTfe | gier TR MR Wiaiteng okl ToiRal & o e &1 Raifén o
T SR B G BT AT 5| 398 HH Rfea el & 9y IqagR A ard
oo SiRIGINGT &1 ARG &1 SeaT 3R GHTael U &1 § aRdfad gifedl &
TSI B & [T I8 TG I=ITd ST M § |

T Ifad Ta% FUR 1 3 IT URD & YauT-e Traui ok ugal & aR & sSR! o,
RoTIPT IE¥T THTS & TRIal SR dfad ol &l Jud BT Ferdl UaH &A1 3R Uifsdl &
forT = 9% 9 uge gRfdd s g

=4l T ST Gl dd Ugd GAfEd R & ol =amd AU & 9ganT ¥ THUaUyU gRI
I3 T HeH IMAA ¥ | TTILAUIT = JHS & RIS I B B! TeTIdl e H J 38
T 3T aTeR g R Tl B | g1+ AR adTsl & GeudNT, TRIS U, dRab! 3G
& Uifeal o forw faftie AeH1sil & H1eny ¥ THUUAUYU gRT STl 8T UGH HRA &l
HiSlaT oMl &t IufRUfA & IR & foaR & aarn| 351 UifSdl de S werdl & ugd
T Fx= & e ulRifdE geidl, ST SRl wiH®! R T o & Ta e
R DT L&A H Toh 3SI-crel GHIEN Fifd ot SufRufd WR 4 geprer S1e|

A siftaaarsit sik fadiomtt 3 PR <omg siftfaam, TS eiee Yafsad, YU gafgad,
RIR IR garas o 3 Rt &3 & A gera drmrsl % g8t &1 deifd )
I5i facett 1R & fafta forat # fu T gaimast & 3R o Ge, Io1¢| 51+ 9 a1 TR YT
ST fob AoIgR! 1 G3HTIo! & UG & IR H STHSHR! Ta] § IR Yafdd Siaex! gR1 1l 3%
o el forar oirar g b 9 foesdt off R & gamas & e SRl €1 ST Jerdr &t
Heg Rt Jfery WRH! 0@ g1 ol feth SRUdTal ad Hf Ugars o1 angd | it sRuaral o
RS sicw difedl &1 g fafdedT Weral UeM &t argu|

2% JfaTdl, 39 o1 W Wi SR far w1 g {6 W-a adial & "cdd & f[ddbiad dH &
3=l g | NSl &I TeTIdl U &R & IR BN W16 1 Agayul i Furd §
3R 3T, I= &raT FHT0r UTRIeqor U 3T 3Taxaes § | AT &5 & RSt & Bt
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eIl UTd & H o1 gl &1 91 31 ISl &, d gHare gfaerst, ufvag sife &t
HU & HRUI G 5 |

fayfoamerdl & ST TeTad D! Bt UHST BT THATd §T Tl 3T SIRY g1 Afgansft
3R Sl & forU ford UbR o HIHel UTed Bld 8, 399 fore Ueb fafRry it fafd &l bt
RGN P T8 § | TH USR, Tg SRS [AfRTY THE! Bl BT Terdl ¢ § TeTad
g1 Tt & St § 9 o e dieifed foan S arfet i a8 Sl Jerdm
A UM & & [ S=ifad UaM sl g8 ot smaxa® § & fayfoemedl & S
T R U AR TR g1 39 SMfaRad, IR SR M1 &A1 B Dictol J BT
Bl Fle! $I FTRE & T 1) I8 ugd Sl A1fgUl TSRy, &f ¥hd 3R aR
HISRA 3 SfSar faanfial & T Bt UG HT STHA B Thd § AR ISP YR W ar
T P AT [T &1 o Tahel g |

YTl & ST TerIdl dii-e! & YHST &I THd gL Idi 3 9IRI g1 | faenial &
TN ¥ o & o Ticnfed foar ST =nfe T adifds a8 Sl Weradl Hard UaH &R &
forg SH=Ifdd wem s g i siaxas ¢ o fayfaeredt o S Jerd )R te sifAard
R g1 | Ficroll § BT GeTadl dil-e] ! FRMT o ot IR HISRIa i1 sfear i +ft a8
CERERSIEIRY
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Sidhi News: T8} I HIFETIUPR STANT & TR AR HI 43S THA

https://singraulimirror.in/article/sidhi-news-meeting-of-special-monitor-of-national-
human-rights-commission-concluded

Sidhi News: X181 g HMATISR ST 18 feeel & I HISHICR STVl Mad HI Segard §
gt Gefda faurhia SifdwmRal & Ty do& &1 RS B AFAYER, S1d &N, U]
Tde, Siol TS, G o1 o SIUBR, OId H Feg died! & HRIGRI 3M1fe IR fowgd i &t TS|
3% | Hader WRIY SRl g ¥ srdfiere S1°. = a@t Afgd dafta siiteRy
SURA R

A1 /15 HeR i MTd 3 FAuYH AP T AHAIY DR ST o TS 91 BT o fawd H faR
Jdeb SHBRI a1 IBH Hel b IS T AHATRISR AN HHG BRI & Jeera Pl bt
H TR R T 781 HRd1 31 89 It &) 3 Hrf &7 # 79 ISR & Werd & U
TAd BIPR BRI B B A Hdl & | o Hal fob AN &l 3 ¥R & ufd SITRes
BT BRI SR 81 &5 IR AR BRI & 31HTd H Y07 3R It &1 RIGR 81 B
S SRehdl T YT U9 IS § 30T §41d a1 ol bl g1 S| aarn f& difsd
eI It T AHATISR SN B! UGN derdIge BT JUTIT B WY Ul Ribrad aol
B Thd gl ATANT FRIBal & I H AP ddRal ¥ HRiare! Bl gl 4t Mad 7 g+
faurT 3 Ul THaY SRR U AH & U H YHRIAP aldaul § S H4 & forw
Toed fhar| I8 URD! Tae, Sl Tde, Cifilel & IS, a1 9, SY3MT Joigyl, AMd
AR, gy onfe & fawg & sF Ia1 am & Fdw fou g1 faenadi & eed, ssea &
vy & s B GHARY 7 B 91 Bl gl I U JRyrf i faemeral o
SEAER Gl ffbdrerdlal 91 YUR T8, O, JSI3MYH e & Fara- AFandaRl & ufd
TGN g B & o FERa i) fiwe wroeiex 3 918 wdiemsii & 9gar uRomd &
fore fSrat o1 g 1 YUHTATT & a1 It faUTT &) FaRR SA & fog wefsd faarl
S UHR Wal T gy T § fo7d & UeRM &1 wRie ot &

Haaex o et 7 Fel fb AFa fieR g0 Tt & Sitad & Ag@yul g1 I8 g6 TRAMT
St T &1 iR ST § 1 A4 SIfeRT & WG & & H DG adh! adT TA13f
@1 YftierT AeaqUl 5| Nifed & SIBRT &1 &M & e Qv ot off fafed uraemt &1 uree
HRdl GU ToT &1 11 § | ST AFaATIBR HI o & T 3@ 571l 6 | Haider 3 I < &1 3R
T 3y T § T It St AMa SIISRI & Uit ToRT Xgdh 3ot STl &
fded ®1| dod H T SR AISGRT S darad Aga die, oa sreferd o
Rig, sifafad gferw srehers eRfd fardd, Tasity AT ured, ToStsndt Mot faary,

qEMIS 3 ST, Sl.ob. fgddl, gD Hdreidh agx g, T 09 S, goird i,
T RUTIDT SYHRY B sraret wfgd defdd faurtta sifdeRl SufRia 33|



