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Acore group meeting
chaired by NHRC Acting
Chairperson Vijaya Bharathi
Sayani has, for the first time
proposed bringing bonded
labour under the ambit of
human trafficking laws with
an aim to enhance legal pro-
tections and strengthen
efforts against exploitation.
The suggestion followed
observation by the members
of the core group that despite
existing ]egal provisions,
bonded labour continues to
afflict vulnerable groups such
as women, children, and mar-
ginalized communities, often
trapped in sectors like agri-
culture, textiles, and brick
kilns.

Bringing the bonded labour
under human trafficking also
underscores the seriousness of
the issue and reinforces the
commitment to uphold
human rights and dignity for
all individuals affected by
bonded labour.

Other recommendations
included setting up a regis-
tration portal for informal

w

-

workers, improving rescue
and rehabilitation timelines,
and sensitizing law enforce-
ment on handling bonded
labour cases effectively.

At the meeting which was
held recently, Sayani said that
despite efforts and legal pro-
visions, several people still get
trapped in forced labour and
debt bondage. The NFHRC
has taken significant steps,
including issuing advisories to
identify, release, and rehabil-
itate bonded labourers.
However, the persistence of
bonded labour in various

industries indicates much
mote needs to be done. The
bonded labour has various
names extending into non-
farming sectors including the
Devadasi system and small-
scale industries.

Bharat Lal, Secretary General,
NHRC emphasised the need
for concrete suggestions to
abolish the menace of bond-
ed labour, He said that while
enforcing the implementa-
tion of the legal provisions,
social awareness must be
spread about the value sys-
tems protecting the rights
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and dignity of fellow human
beings to reduce bonded
labour in India.

He also pointed out that
almost 2 crore people are
joining India’s workforce
every year, implying that there
is a mismatch of demand and
supply as far as labour is
concerned leading to some
anti-human labour practices.
Earlier, Devendra Kumar
Nim, Joint Secretary said that
many children from dis-
tressed migrant families end
up as bonded labourers in
sectors like textiles, fire-
cracker manufacturing, brick
kilns, and granite extraction
units, Women and children
from marginalized commu-
nities, especially SCs and STs,
are frequently targeted for
bonded labour in agriculture
and textiles. [t was also noted
that rescued bonded labour-
ers face threats and delavs in
registering First Information
Reports (FIRs), complicating
their path to justice.

At the meeting, Onkar
Sharma, Chief Labour
Commissioner, elaborated
upon the concept of “3-D

ted Iabour under ambit of human trafiicking laws

Jobs” that highlight the dan-
gerous, difficult and dirty
nature of the jobs done hy
bonded labourers. The issue
of conception and the gaps
between the powers of the
beneficiary and his under-
standing of the law were also
stressed.

In addition to the Core group
members, some sp ecial invites
such as Dr. Alby John
Varghese, Managing Director,
Metropolitan Transport
Corporation (Chennai) Ltd.
suggested the creation of a
portal for registration of such
informal workers who may
register themselves to secure
jobs outside their states. Dr L
Mishra called for restoring
dignity and protection from
abuse for bonded labourers,
and criticized the agent/mid-
dlemen clause in the Inter-
State Migrant Workmen Act
while Sandeep Chachra,
Executive Director, National
Coordinator, Action Aid
India called for an industr}’-
based approach and specific
regulations for brick kiln
workers, including better
working conditions.
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Pioneer
Proposal to bring bonded labour under ambit of human trafficking laws

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2024/india/proposal-to-bring-bonded-labour-under-ambit-
of-human-trafficking-
laws.html#:~:text=A%20core%20group%20meeting%20chaired,and%20strengthen%20
efforts%20against%20exploitation.

A core group meeting chaired by NHRC Acting Chairperson Vijaya Bharathi Sayani has,
for the first time proposed bringing bonded labour under the ambit of human trafficking
laws with an aim to enhance legal protections and strengthen efforts against
exploitation. The suggestion followed observation by the members of the core group that
despite existing legal provisions, bonded labour continues to afflict vulnerable groups
such as women, children, and marginalized communities, often trapped in sectors like
agriculture, textiles, and brick kilns.

Bringing the bonded labour under human trafficking also underscores the seriousness of
the issue and reinforces the commitment to uphold human rights and dignity for all
individuals affected by bonded labour.

Other recommendations included setting up a registration portal for informal workers,
improving rescue and rehabilitation timelines, and sensitizing law enforcement on
handling bonded labour cases effectively.

At the meeting which was held recently, Sayani said that despite efforts and legal
provisions, several people still get trapped in forced labour and debt bondage. The
NFHRC has taken significant steps, including issuing advisories to identify, release, and
rehabilitate bonded labourers. However, the persistence of bonded labour in various
industries indicates much more needs to be done. The bonded labour has various names
extending into non-farming sectors including the Devadasi system and small-scale
industries.

Bharat Lal, Secretary General, NHRC emphasised the need for concrete suggestions to
abolish the menace of bonded labour. He said that while enforcing the implementation of
the legal provisions, social awareness must be spread about the value systems protecting
the rights and dignity of fellow human beings to reduce bonded labour in India.

He also pointed out that almost 2 crore people are joining India’s workforce every year,
implying that there is a mismatch of demand and supply as far as labour is concerned
leading to some anti-human labour practices.

Earlier, Devendra Kumar Nim, Joint Secretary said that many children from distressed
migrant families end up as bonded labourers in sectors like textiles, firecracker
manufacturing, brick kilns, and granite extraction units. Women and children from
marginalized communities, especially SCs and STs, are frequently targeted for bonded
labour in agriculture and textiles. It was also noted that rescued bonded labourers face
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threats and delays in registering First Information Reports (FIRs), complicating their path
to justice.

At the meeting, Onkar Sharma, Chief Labour Commissioner, elaborated upon the concept
of “3-D Jobs” that highlight the dangerous, difficult and dirty nature of the jobs done by
bonded labourers. The issue of conception and the gaps between the powers of the
beneficiary and his understanding of the law were also stressed.

In addition to the Core group members, some special invites such as Dr. Alby John
Varghese, Managing Director, Metropolitan Transport Corporation (Chennai) Ltd.
suggested the creation of a portal for registration of such informal workers who may
register themselves to secure jobs outside their states. Dr L Mishra called for restoring
dignity and protection from abuse for bonded labourers, and criticized the
agent/middlemen clause in the Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act while Sandeep Chachra,
Executive Director, National Coordinator, Action Aid India called for an industry-based
approach and specific regulations for brick kiln workers, including better working
conditions.
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Address plight of sex workers: NHRC to Odisha Govt

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has directed the Odisha Government
to formulate a strategy to tackle the problem of sex trade and exploitation of women in
the coastal State.

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/address-plight-of-sex-workers-nhrc-to-odisha-govt-
1503320452.html

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has directed the Odisha Government
to formulate a strategy to tackle the problem of sex trade and exploitation of women in
the coastal State.

Disposing a petition filed by human rights lawyer Radhakanta Tripathy, the NHRC passed
the order recently.

"The petition contended the plight of the girls and women working as sex workers in
brothels in the Master Canteen/Mali Sahi and other Areas of Bhubaneswar. Even if there
is an Anti Traffic Unit in the Police Stations but it is not working effectively and police don’t
take sincere steps to prohibit recurrence of sex trade and the functioning of the State
Level Coordination Committee to combat trafficking is not satisfactory. The statutory
Institution, set up under Immoral Trafficking (Prevention) Act, 1956, is not functional. The
Supreme Court judgment with regard to the rights of the Sex workers has not been
complied with by the State,” Tripathy alleged.

The petition sought NHRC'’s intervention for holistic measures and permanent solution of
the issues faced by the sex workers and their children.

The NHRC is of the view that it is not a one-time effort which will end such a problem but
requires continuous and multi-pronged efforts, including steps for better health, better
education, strict legal action, and providing new opportunities to the persons involved,
and their family members.

"Chief Secretary, Governmentt of Odisha as well as DGP, Odisha are recommended to
take into account the points raised by the complainant in his complaint and subsequent
comments, and to evolve a joint strategy involving all the stakeholders and related
government departments and organizations, to tackle the problem of sex trade and
exploitation of women,” the top rights panel ordered.
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NHRC warns Maharashtra govt on black magic, asks to submit report

Acting on a petition filed by Supreme Court advocate and human rights activist
Radhakanta Tripathy, the NHRC passed the order recently.

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2024/Jul/15/one-third-of-india-sees-deficit-
rainfall-over-a-month-after-monsoon-arrival

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has warned the Chief Secretary,
Director General of Police, Maharashtra government over black magic and asked them
to submit a requisite report in the case of sorcery and black magic within four weeks,
failing which the Commission would be constrained to issue coercive process.

Acting on a petition filed by Supreme Court advocate and human rights activist
Radhakanta Tripathy, the NHRC passed the order recently.

Tripathy, has highlighted various incidents of the use of black magic rituals which is
alleged to be prevailing in the Konkan region of Maharashtra for getting women
conceived. In one such incident, a woman was forced by her in-laws and husband to eat
the powdered form of bones from dead humans to conceive a child.

However, the police authorities of Maharashtra maintained that no such incidents of black
magic have been noticed in the State.

In another similar incident, a woman from an educated upbringing even reported to the
Sinhgad Road police station in the State that she was forced into taking human bone
powder as part of a black magic ritual to conceive.

Tripathy, while citing another instance, said one of the women was forced to take a naked
bath in full public view by her husband and in-laws as part of a ritual recommended by
the local occultist to conceive a son.

He also alleged that there is failure on part of the State government in the implementation
of the Maharashtra Prevention and Eradication of Human Sacrifice and other Inhuman,
Evil, and Aghori Practices and Black Magic Act.

The petitioner requested the NHRC for legal action against the wrongdoers along with
compensation to the victims under the State Compensation Scheme, thus ensuring
preventive and punitive action with steps taken to eradicate such inhuman and barbaric
practice in the State.

In his rejoinder, Tripathy referred various media reports and stated if such incidents are
reported and widely circulated by media houses, then the media houses should be made
accountable and the Press Council be recommended to take action against the media
houses for irresponsible reporting.
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https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/metro/delhi/crime/nhrc-will-examine-sonipat-
encounter-case-victim-family-calling-it-fake-bhau-gang-
shooters/articleshow/111724621.cms
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https://newsfact.in/prisoner-rotting-in-chhapra-jail-custody-dies-during-treatment-in-
sadar-hospital/

BWI, 14 JATs, 2024: HEA BRI, ST H sg A AT AHS dd] B 311oT g 4:45 Tof Jax
SRYATE, HURT H AT & SR Hd g TS |

FHRIENe® = O fOFiad IR HR TSR &1 ¢ fo I9a a9t g I &1 11 JaTs I HTaH
ISR YT B8 TJAT 250/2024, URT 30(T) fIER TRITSS Tae, 2018 & T8d Sl §HIHR DRI
T T AT AT

PRI H YA & GRME BRI Fifrcds UeifierR) gRT I T3 3RUAd, DRI Hoh STl
DT AT Y| TAYT] BRI H 35 iAD Sehigd [dasid RigH (Hvssguy) I7T d aRid
TR 7| Iad St i Testa == H IWT 7T UG BRI 3RGATA § Helf B3 Tl fpar |

13 S[ATS ! BRI AT & SATST B QR qiedd ATH WIS 8l o & HRU BRI Fafcoe
UIRIBRI GRT IR HR 98k 3ATS 5d 36 Fax SRUArd, TURT S 17| Jax 3Ry,
BRI et SAToRd UT, SATS b SR 1ol AR BT JaE 4:45 T 34D g 8l To |

AP & [ B e Ud URCHICH HGX ST, BIRT T BRI DR d Pl 37 YRS Bl
3ifer YR B &I B T |

BRI YA GRT 39 Yoy H AT AHATIDBR AN, 75 el fIgR AHaiIeR SiranT ol
gferd forar a1 U9 Iad §dl Bt G Bt HRUN BI TS Sid /g ArTad ¥ 3R1Y &1 73 g |

UdtopTd D d¥diR



https://newsfact.in/prisoner-rotting-in-chhapra-jail-custody-dies-during-treatment-in-sadar-hospital/
https://newsfact.in/prisoner-rotting-in-chhapra-jail-custody-dies-during-treatment-in-sadar-hospital/
https://newsfact.in/prisoner-rotting-in-chhapra-jail-custody-dies-during-treatment-in-sadar-hospital/
https://newsfact.in/prisoner-rotting-in-chhapra-jail-custody-dies-during-treatment-in-sadar-hospital/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsfact.in%2Fprisoner-rotting-in-chhapra-jail-custody-dies-during-treatment-in-sadar-hospital%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsfact.in%2Fprisoner-rotting-in-chhapra-jail-custody-dies-during-treatment-in-sadar-hospital%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=%E0%A4%9B%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%A1%E0%A4%B2+%E0%A4%95%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82+%E0%A4%AC%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%A6+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%88%E0%A4%A6%E0%A5%80+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%80+%E0%A4%87%E0%A4%B2%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%9C+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%87+%E0%A4%A6%E0%A5%8C%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%A8+%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%A6%E0%A4%B0+%E0%A4%85%E0%A4%B8%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%A4%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B2+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%8C%E0%A4%A4&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsfact.in%2Fprisoner-rotting-in-chhapra-jail-custody-dies-during-treatment-in-sadar-hospital%2F&via=NewsFACT_India
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=%E0%A4%9B%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%A1%E0%A4%B2+%E0%A4%95%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82+%E0%A4%AC%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%A6+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%88%E0%A4%A6%E0%A5%80+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%80+%E0%A4%87%E0%A4%B2%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%9C+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%87+%E0%A4%A6%E0%A5%8C%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%A8+%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%A6%E0%A4%B0+%E0%A4%85%E0%A4%B8%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%A4%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B2+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%8C%E0%A4%A4&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsfact.in%2Fprisoner-rotting-in-chhapra-jail-custody-dies-during-treatment-in-sadar-hospital%2F&via=NewsFACT_India
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://newsfact.in/prisoner-rotting-in-chhapra-jail-custody-dies-during-treatment-in-sadar-hospital/&media=https://newsfact.in/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Screenshot_2024-07-14-17-43-28-499_com.whatsapp-edit.jpg&description=%E0%A4%9B%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%A1%E0%A4%B2+%E0%A4%95%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82+%E0%A4%AC%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%A6+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%88%E0%A4%A6%E0%A5%80+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%80+%E0%A4%87%E0%A4%B2%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%9C+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%87+%E0%A4%A6%E0%A5%8C%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%A8+%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%A6%E0%A4%B0+%E0%A4%85%E0%A4%B8%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%A4%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B2+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%8C%E0%A4%A4
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://newsfact.in/prisoner-rotting-in-chhapra-jail-custody-dies-during-treatment-in-sadar-hospital/&media=https://newsfact.in/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Screenshot_2024-07-14-17-43-28-499_com.whatsapp-edit.jpg&description=%E0%A4%9B%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%A1%E0%A4%B2+%E0%A4%95%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82+%E0%A4%AC%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%A6+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%88%E0%A4%A6%E0%A5%80+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%80+%E0%A4%87%E0%A4%B2%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%9C+%E0%A4%95%E0%A5%87+%E0%A4%A6%E0%A5%8C%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%A8+%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%A6%E0%A4%B0+%E0%A4%85%E0%A4%B8%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%A4%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B2+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%87%E0%A4%82+%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%8C%E0%A4%A4

