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6-day capacity building programme for rightsbodies of Global South begins

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 3MARCH

Thelndian Technical and Eco-
nomic Cooperation Executive
(ITEC) capacity building pro-
gramme for the National
Human Rights Institutions
(NHRIs) from Global South
got underway here on Mon-
day.

Thesix-day programme s
beingorganised by the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) in collaboration with
the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

The programme is being
attended by 47 delegates from
the NHRIs of 14 countries
from the Global South. The
partidpatingcountries include
Madagascar, Uganda, Samoa,
Timor Leste, DR Congo, Togo,
Mali, Nigeria, Egypt, Tanzania,
Mauritius, Burundi, Turk-
menistan, and Qatar, as per
the NHRC.

In his inaugural address,
NHRC Chairperson Justice V
Ramasubramanian said India
isacountryofrichand diverse
cultural ethos with various
castes, communities, artforms,
and languages, yet thrives in
its unity of shared values and
traditions for centuries.

However, he said diversity
alsocomeswith diverse prob-
lems requiring diverse solu-
tions. “Every country has its
socio-cultural, political, and
economictraditions and diver-
sities may face challenges
while addressing the human
rights issues given theirstan-
dardised approaches set to
dealing with them following
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Therefore,
solutionstothe problems can't
be tailor-made for every country
to follow,” the Chairperson
said.

Ramasubramanian also
referred to manyancient Indian

NHRC Secretary General
Bharat Lal said India tra-
ditionally wanted to
share its most cherished
knowledge and wisdom
for the larger cause of
humanity. This training
has been organised with
the same spirit wherein
we hope and expect to
learn from each other.

texts highlighting the human
values and ethos practiced in
the countries or centuries,
which hold relevance even
today for the whole world.

He expressed his gratitude
to the participating senior
functionaries of the NHRIsof
GlobalSouth and theircoun-
tries for accepting NHRC's
invitation to depute them for
participation.

A NHRC member. Justice

Bidyut Ranjan Sarangi, said
the commission has played a
crucial role inshaping India’s
human landscape throughits
wide-ranging initiatives.
“Unlike many Western
approaches that emphasise
individual freedom above all
else, India follows amore bal-
anced model that values both
individual and collective rights.
India’s engagement in inter-
national human rights forums
reflects its dedication tobuild-
ingajust and equitableglobal
order,” Sarangi elaborated.

Hesaid thatcapacity-build-
inginitiatives like ITEC playa
crucial role in expanding our
knowledge and refining our
skills.

VijayaBharathi Sayani, who
isalso a member of therights
body, said bysharing our col-
lectivewisdom and resources,
we can significantly enhance
the protection and promotion
of human rights across our

nations and regions in the
scenarioof constantlyevolving
global human rights land-
scape.

She also highlighted some
of the key thematic issues of
human rights that are being
focused on by the NHRC
including the rights of women
and achieving gender equality,
protecting marginalised com-
munities, safeguarding vul-
nerable populations in the
context of development and
displacement, amongothers.

NHRC Secretary General
Bharat Lal said India tradi-
tionally wanted to share its
most cherished knowledge
and wisdom for the larger
cause of humanity. This training
has been organised with the
same spirit wherein we hope
and expect to learn fromeach
other.

Senior officers ofthe NHRC
and the MEA were presenton
the occasion.
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NHRC, India’s ITEC Executive capacity-building programme on human rights in
partnership with the MEA for senior functionaries of NHRIs of Global South begins
in New Delhi

Inaugurating it, NHRC, India Chairperson, Justice Shri V. Ramasubramanian highlights
India’s rich diverse cultural ethos with various castes, communities, art forms and
languages and shared values binding its unity for centuries

Says, there can’t be tailor-made solutions under international norms to addressing human
rights problems in every country having its own diverse socio-economic and cultural
realities

Platforms like ITEC provide an opportunity to share and exchange each other’s rich
cultural diversity and human rights values, to think and find ways on how best to address
the ever-emerging human rights challenges

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2107759
Posted On: 03 MAR 2025 4:01PM by PIB Delhi

The six-day Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Executive (ITEC) Capacity
Building Programme on human rights for the NHRIs of Global South, being organized by
the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), India in partnership with the Union
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) began in New Delhi today. About 47 participants from
the NHRIs of 14 countries of the Global South have confirmed their participation. These
are Madagascar, Uganda, Samoa, Timor Leste, DR Congo, Togo, Mali, Nigeria, Egypt,
Tanzania, Mauritius, Burundi, Turkmenistan, and Qatar.

Justice V. Ramasubramanian, Chairperson, NHRC, India in his inaugural address said
that India is a country of rich diverse cultural ethos with various castes, communities, art
forms and languages and yet it thrives in its unity of shared values and traditions for
centuries. However, he said that diversity also comes with diverse problems requiring
diverse solutions. Every country has its socio-cultural, political, and economic traditions
and diversities may face challenges while addressing the human rights issues given their
standardised approaches set to dealing with them following the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Therefore, solutions to the problems can’t be tailor-made for every country
to follow.

Justice Ramasubramanian said that such platforms like ITEC provide an opportunity to
share and exchange each other’s rich cultural diversity and human rights values to think
and find ways how best to address the ever-emerging human rights challenges in each
country with its social, cultural, political and economic realities.
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He expressed his gratitude to the participating senior functionaries of the NHRIs of Global
South and their countries for accepting NHRC, India’s invitation to depute them for
participation. He also referred to many ancient Indian texts highlighting the human values
and ethos practiced in the countries or centuries, which hold relevance even today for the
whole world.

Justice (Dr) Bidyut Ranjan Sarangi, Member, NHRC, India in his remarks stated that the
Commission has played a crucial role in shaping India’s human landscape through its
wide-ranging initiatives. Unlike many Western approaches that emphasise individual
freedom above all else, India follows a more balanced model that values both individual
and collective rights. India’s engagement in international human rights forums reflects its
dedication to building a just and equitable global order. He said that capacity-building
initiatives like ITEC play a crucial role in expanding our knowledge and refining our skills.
While engaging in this programme, let us recognise the need to contextualise human
rights principles within our national realities while remaining steadfast in our commitment
to universal values of dignity, justice and equality.

Smt Vijaya Bharathi Sayani, Member, NHRC, India said that by sharing our collective
wisdom and resources, we can significantly enhance the protection and promotion of
human rights across our nations and regions in the scenario of constantly evolving global
human rights landscape. She also highlighted some of the key thematic issues of human
rights that are being focused on by the NHRC, India, including the rights of women and
achieving gender equality, protecting marginalised communities, safeguarding vulnerable
populations in the context of development and displacement, among others.

NHRC, India Secretary General, Shri Bharat Lal in his opening remarks said that India
traditionally always wants to share its most cherished knowledge and wisdom for the
larger cause of humanity. This training has been organised with the same spirit wherein
we hope and expect to learn from each other. He said that India has a federal structure
of governance with 27 State Human Rights Commissions besides the National Human
Rights Commission and other Commissions to address the issues of the rights and
welfare of various segments of society. The NHRC, India is not just a human rights
advocacy forum but responsible for enforcing human rights in the country.

On the occasion, senior officers of the NHRC, India and MEA were present. The capacity
building programme has several sessions on various aspects of human rights to be
addressed by the eminent expert speakers with a national and international perspective.

***
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India Hosts Global Human Rights Capacity Building Program

https://observervoice.com/india-hosts-global-human-rights-capacity-building-program-
100071/

Shalini Singh | March 3, 2025 Last Updated: March 3, 2025

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India, in partnership with the Union
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), is set to launch a six-day Indian Technical and
Economic Cooperation (ITEC) Executive Capacity Building Programme. Scheduled from
March 3 to March 8, 2025, in New Delhi, this initiative will gather 47 senior officials from
National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) across 14 countries in the Global South. The
program aims to enhance human rights awareness and strengthen international
cooperation.

Participants from Diverse Nations

The upcoming program will welcome representatives from a diverse group of 14
countries, including Madagascar, Uganda, Samoa, Timor Leste, the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Togo, Mali, Nigeria, Egypt, Tanzania, Mauritius, Burundi, Turkmenistan, and
Qatar. This initiative is tailored to meet the specific needs of the participating NHRISs,
based on prior feedback. The NHRC has engaged eminent experts in the field of human
rights to serve as resource persons, ensuring that participants receive high-quality
training and insights.

Objectives and Expected Outcomes

The primary goal of the program is to provide participants with a comprehensive
understanding of various dimensions of human rights and international perspectives. By
sharing NHRC India’s experiences over the past three decades, the program aims to
enhance awareness and knowledge among the NHRIs. Key outcomes include improved
understanding of international human rights frameworks, insights into NHRC India’s best
practices, and strengthened networking opportunities among NHRIs. The initiative also
seeks to foster collaborations and partnerships at both regional and international levels,
ultimately enhancing the capacity of participants to promote and protect human rights.

Engaging Learning Experience

Participants will engage in a variety of learning activities, including lectures and interactive
sessions led by distinguished experts and practitioners in the field of human rights. The
program will also feature cultural immersion experiences and field visits, providing a well-
rounded understanding of human rights issues. This initiative is part of NHRC’s ongoing
outreach efforts to promote a deeper understanding of human rights and build capacity
among senior officials of NHRIs, ensuring they are better equipped to address human
rights challenges in their respective countries.
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India Launches Human Rights Capacity Building Program

https://observervoice.com/india-launches-human-rights-capacity-building-program-
100314/

Shalini Singh | March 3, 2025Last Updated: March 3, 2025

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India, in collaboration with the Union
Ministry of External Affairs, has inaugurated a six-day Capacity Building Programme
focused on human rights for National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) from the Global
South. The event, which commenced today in New Delhi, has attracted 47 participants
from 14 countries, including Madagascar, Uganda, and Nigeria, among others. This
initiative aims to foster dialogue and share best practices in addressing human rights
challenges across diverse cultural contexts.

Inaugural Address Highlights Cultural Diversity

Justice V. Ramasubramanian, Chairperson of NHRC, delivered the inaugural address,
emphasizing India’s rich cultural diversity and the unique challenges it presents in
addressing human rights issues. He noted that while the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights provides a framework, each country must navigate its socio-cultural, political, and
economic realities. Justice Ramasubramanian stressed that solutions cannot be one-
size-fits-all, urging participants to explore tailored approaches that respect local contexts
while adhering to universal human rights standards.

He expressed gratitude to the senior officials from the NHRIs of the Global South for their
participation, highlighting the importance of sharing cultural values and human rights
practices. This exchange, he believes, is crucial for developing effective strategies to
tackle emerging human rights challenges.

Contextualizing Human Rights Principles

Justice (Dr) Bidyut Ranjan Sarangi, a member of NHRC, underscored the Commission’s
pivotal role in shaping India’s human rights landscape through various initiatives. He
contrasted India’s balanced approach to human rights, which values both individual and
collective rights, with Western models that prioritize individual freedoms. Dr. Sarangi
emphasized the importance of contextualizing human rights principles within national
realities while remaining committed to universal values of dignity, justice, and equality.

He encouraged participants to leverage the ITEC program to enhance their knowledge
and skills, reinforcing the need for a nuanced understanding of human rights that reflects
the complexities of each nation’s circumstances.

Focus on Key Human Rights Issues

Smt. Vijaya Bharathi Sayani, another member of NHRC, highlighted the significance of
collective wisdom in enhancing human rights protection across nations. She pointed out
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that the NHRC is focusing on critical thematic issues, including women’s rights, gender
equality, and the protection of marginalized communities. Sayani emphasized the need
to adapt to the evolving global human rights landscape, advocating for collaborative
efforts to safeguard vulnerable populations amidst development and displacement
challenges.

Shri Bharat Lal, Secretary General of NHRC, reiterated India’s commitment to sharing its
knowledge and wisdom for the greater good. He noted that the NHRC operates within a
federal structure, comprising 27 State Human Rights Commissions, and is dedicated to
enforcing human rights across various societal segments. The program aims to facilitate
learning and exchange among participants, fostering a deeper understanding of human
rights enforcement.

Program Structure and Expert Contributions

The capacity-building program will feature multiple sessions led by eminent experts,
addressing various aspects of human rights from both national and international
perspectives. Senior officials from NHRC and the Ministry of External Affairs were present
at the inauguration, reflecting the collaborative spirit of this initiative. The program is
designed to equip participants with the tools and knowledge necessary to address human
rights challenges effectively within their respective countries.

As the program unfolds, it promises to be a significant platform for dialogue and learning,
contributing to the global discourse on human rights and fostering a more equitable world.
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Six-day capacity building programme for rights bodies of Global South begins in
Delhi

The Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Executive (ITEC) capacity building
programme for the National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) from Global South got
underway here on Monday.

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/six-day-capacity-building-programme-for-rights-
bodies-of-global-south-begins-in-delhi-1503403999.html

Statesman News Service | New Delhi | March 3, 2025 5:48 pm

The Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Executive (ITEC) capacity building
programme for the National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) from Global South got
underway here on Monday.

The six-day programme is being organised by the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) in collaboration with the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA).

The programme is being attended by 47 delegates from the NHRIs of 14 countries from
the Global South. The participating countries include Madagascar, Uganda, Samoa,
Timor Leste, DR Congo, Togo, Mali, Nigeria, Egypt, Tanzania, Mauritius, Burundi,
Turkmenistan, and Qatar, as per the NHRC.

In his inaugural address, NHRC Chairperson Justice V Ramasubramanian said India is a
country of rich and diverse cultural ethos with various castes, communities, art forms, and
languages, yet thrives in its unity of shared values and traditions for centuries.

However, he said diversity also comes with diverse problems requiring diverse solutions.
“Every country has its socio-cultural, political, and economic traditions and diversities may
face challenges while addressing the human rights issues given their standardised
approaches set to dealing with them following the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Therefore, solutions to the problems can’t be tailor-made for every country to follow,” the
Chairperson said.

Ramasubramanian also referred to many ancient Indian texts highlighting the human
values and ethos practiced in the countries or centuries, which hold relevance even today
for the whole world.

He expressed his gratitude to the participating senior functionaries of the NHRIs of Global
South and their countries for accepting NHRC's invitation to depute them for participation.

A NHRC member. Justice Bidyut Ranjan Sarangi, said the commission has played a
crucial role in shaping India’s human landscape through its wide-ranging initiatives.
“‘Unlike many Western approaches that emphasise individual freedom above all else,
India follows a more balanced model that values both individual and collective rights.
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India’s engagement in international human rights forums reflects its dedication to building
a just and equitable global order,” Sarangi elaborated.

He said that capacity-building initiatives like ITEC play a crucial role in expanding our
knowledge and refining our skills.

Vijaya Bharathi Sayani, who is also a member of the rights body, said by sharing our
collective wisdom and resources, we can significantly enhance the protection and
promotion of human rights across our nations and regions in the scenario of constantly
evolving global human rights landscape.

She also highlighted some of the key thematic issues of human rights that are being
focused on by the NHRC including the rights of women and achieving gender equality,
protecting marginalised communities, safeguarding vulnerable populations in the context
of development and displacement, among others.

NHRC Secretary General Bharat Lal said India traditionally wanted to share its most
cherished knowledge and wisdom for the larger cause of humanity. This training has been
organised with the same spirit wherein we hope and expect to learn from each other.

Senior officers of the NHRC and the MEA were present on the occasion.
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ITEC Capacity Building Programme on Human Rights for Global South NHRIs
Begins

Justice V. Ramasubramanian, Chairperson of NHRC, India, inaugurated the event by
highlighting India’s rich and diverse cultural heritage.

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/law-order/3284017-itec-capacity-building-
programme-on-human-rights-for-global-south-nhris-beqgins

Devdiscourse News Desk | New Delhi | Updated: 03-03-2025 21:53 IST | Created: 03-03-
2025 21:53 IST

The six-day Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Executive (ITEC) Capacity
Building Programme on human rights, organized by the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC), India in collaboration with the Union Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA), commenced today in New Delhi. The programme has drawn participation from 47
representatives of National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIS) across 14 countries from
the Global South, including Madagascar, Uganda, Samoa, Timor Leste, DR Congo, Togo,
Mali, Nigeria, Egypt, Tanzania, Mauritius, Burundi, Turkmenistan, and Qatar.

Justice V. Ramasubramanian, Chairperson of NHRC, India, inaugurated the event by
highlighting India’s rich and diverse cultural heritage. He acknowledged that while India
thrives in unity despite its diverse communities, traditions, and languages, this diversity
also presents challenges in human rights implementation. He emphasized that every
nation faces unique socio-cultural, political, and economic challenges, making it difficult
to apply uniform solutions to human rights issues based on the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Instead, he advocated for a contextualized approach tailored to each
country’s realities.

Justice Ramasubramanian underscored the importance of platforms like ITEC, which
provide a valuable opportunity for nations to exchange experiences and best practices in
human rights protection. He expressed gratitude to all the participating NHRIs for
accepting NHRC, India’s invitation to collaborate and share knowledge. He also
referenced ancient Indian texts that have long upheld human values and ethical
governance, asserting their relevance in contemporary global human rights discussions.

Insights from NHRC Members

Justice (Dr) Bidyut Ranjan Sarangi, NHRC Member, highlighted the Commission’s pivotal
role in shaping India’s human rights framework. He noted that India adopts a balanced
approach to human rights, valuing both individual and collective rights, in contrast to many
Western models that emphasize individual freedoms. He reiterated that India's
engagement in international human rights forums reflects its dedication to fostering a just
and equitable global order. He encouraged participants to leverage the training to develop
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a nuanced understanding of human rights in alignment with national contexts while
upholding universal values of dignity, justice, and equality.

Smt Vijaya Bharathi Sayani, another NHRC Member, emphasized the significance of
collaborative efforts in enhancing human rights protection. She highlighted key thematic
areas of NHRC, India’s focus, such as promoting gender equality, protecting marginalized
communities, and safeguarding vulnerable populations affected by development and
displacement. She stressed that through shared wisdom and -collective action,
participating nations could reinforce human rights protections across their respective
regions.

NHRC Secretary General’'s Opening Remarks

Shri Bharat Lal, NHRC, India’s Secretary General, reiterated India’s longstanding tradition
of sharing knowledge and wisdom for the betterment of humanity. He stated that the
training programme embodies this spirit of cooperation, providing an avenue for mutual
learning. He also elaborated on India’s federal structure in human rights governance,
which includes 27 State Human Rights Commissions alongside the NHRC and other
regulatory bodies working to uphold the rights and welfare of diverse societal segments.
He emphasized that NHRC, India, not only functions as an advocacy body but also plays
an active role in enforcing human rights protections.

Programme Structure and Expert Sessions

The capacity-building programme features multiple sessions led by distinguished national
and international human rights experts. These sessions will cover a wide range of human
rights aspects, fostering dialogue and sharing of best practices to address contemporary
challenges effectively.

Senior officials from NHRC, India, and MEA were present at the event’s inauguration,
reaffirming India’s commitment to strengthening human rights institutions and fostering
global cooperation in this critical domain.
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NHRC seeks ATR from Odisha govt on scam in old-age pension

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has issued a notice to the Odisha
government on the alleged disbursal of old-age pension social security scheme to
ineligible beneficiaries in the Kendrapara and Jajpur districts.

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/nhrc-seeks-atr-from-odisha-govt-on-scam-in-old-
age-pension-1503404038.html

Statesman News Service | Bhubaneswar | March 3, 2025 7:09 pm

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has issued a notice to the Odisha
government on the alleged disbursal of old-age pension social security scheme to
ineligible beneficiaries in the Kendrapara and Jajpur districts.

The apex rights panel, taking cognizance of a petition filed by human rights lawyer
Radhakanta Tripathy, asked the Principal Secretary of the Odisha government to looked
into the allegations made in the complaint and submit an Action Taken Report (ATR)
within four weeks for perusal of the Commission.

The complaint alleges that the welfare scheme related to the old-age pension has been
grossly misused by the people with connections and influence in Odisha.

It further alleged that many people who were not old but taking advantage of their old age
pension, especially in Kendrapara’s Aul block and the Binjharpur block of Jajpur district,
Odisha.

The complainant also alleged that without proper verification many youths in Odisha,
below 60 years, are beneficiaries of the old age pension scheme whereas there are
instances of worthy senior citizens still not covered under the old age pension scheme.

The commission seeks compliance of an Action Taken Report to be sent to the
Commission within 4 weeks, an order stated on Monday.
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