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Landmarks across Delhi switch off lights during Earth Hour
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By Daily Excelsior - March 23, 2025

New Delhi, Mar 22: Landmarks across the national capital,? including the India Gate, Red
Fort, and Rashtrapati Bhavan, switched off their lights on Saturday evening as part of
WWEF-India’s Earth Hour Festival 2025.

According to a statement, this year’'s Earth Hour, which marked its 19th edition, aligns
with the World Water Day, rallying behind the theme “BeWaterWise” to foster collective
action for safeguarding the planet's diminishing  water  resources.
Composer and WWF-India’s Hope & Harmony Ambassador, Shantanu Moitra, captivated
the audience with a musical journey inspired by his 2,700-km exploration of the Ganga
river.

Reflecting on his performance, Moitra said, “As an artist and environmentalist, it has been
an exciting evening to address a crowd full of nature and conservation enthusiasts. | carry
many stories and tunes from my journey along the river Ganga, and there could not have
been a better time and stage to deliver them than WWEF-India’s Earth Hour Festival 2025.”
The event also saw a thought-provoking address by Bharat Lal, Secretary-General and
CEO of the National Human Rights Commission, who underscored the inextricable link
between environmental sustainability and human rights.

The event also featured an engaging panel discussion with cultural experts, including
Tarana Sawhney, Chairperson of the Confederation of Indian Industry’s Task Force for
Art and Culture; Ratish Nanda, CEO of the Aga Khan Trust for Culture India; and historian
Vikramijit Singh Rooprai. The trio delved into the theme of water conservation through the
lenses of art, architecture, and heritage, it said.

Sawhney stressed the growing importance of sustainable water practices, stating, “As
India faces increasing water scarcity due to rapid urbanisation, climate change, and over-
exploitation of water resources, the need for sustainable water management has never
been more critical.” PTI
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Delhi Landmarks Illuminate Commitment to Water Conservation During Earth Hour
2025
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By Krishna Kripa Updated: Sunday, March 23, 2025, 0:21 [IST]

On Saturday evening, landmarks in the national capital, such as India Gate, Red Fort,
and Rashtrapati Bhavan, turned off their lights. This was part of WWF-India's Earth Hour
Festival 2025. The event coincided with World Water Day, promoting the theme
"BeWaterWise" to encourage collective efforts in protecting dwindling water resources.
Musical Journey and Environmental Message Shantanu Moitra, a composer and WWF-
India's Hope & Harmony Ambassador, enthralled attendees with music inspired by his
2,700-km journey along the Ganga river. Reflecting on his performance, Moitra shared,
"As an artist and environmentalist, it has been an exciting evening to address a crowd full
of nature and conservation enthusiasts. | carry many stories and tunes from my journey
along the river Ganga, and there could not have been a better time and stage to deliver
them than WWF-India's Earth Hour Festival 2025."

Read Bengaluru’s Second Airport Plans Intensify as Karnataka Fast-Tracks Project Amid

Hosur’'s Proposal Bharat Lal, Secretary-General and CEO of the National Human Rights
Commission, delivered a compelling speech. He highlighted the vital connection between
environmental sustainability and human rights. His address emphasized the importance
of integrating these two aspects for a better future.

Panel Discussion on Water Conservation

The festival included a panel discussion featuring cultural experts like Tarana Sawhney,
Chairperson of the Confederation of Indian Industry's Task Force for Art and Culture;
Ratish Nanda, CEO of the Aga Khan Trust for Culture India; and historian Vikramjit Singh
Rooprai. They explored water conservation through art, architecture, and heritage
perspectives. Sawhney highlighted the urgent need for sustainable water practices. She
stated, "As India faces increasing water scarcity due to rapid urbanisation, climate
change, and over-exploitation of water resources, the need for sustainable water
management has never been more critical." Her remarks underscored the pressing
challenges posed by these factors. Recommended For You Karnataka Bandh Tomorrow:
Will the Shutdown Bring the City to a Halt on March 22?

The Earth Hour Festival 2025 successfully brought together various stakeholders to
discuss crucial environmental issues. By focusing on water conservation and
sustainability, it aimed to inspire action among individuals and communities. The event
served as a platform for sharing ideas and fostering collaboration in addressing
environmental challenges
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The "Sanjhi Sanjh Connect Abhinandan"” Program Strengthens Generational
Bonds: Actor Anang Desai Participated

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/advertorial-disclaimer/the-sanjhi-sanjh-connect-
abhinandan-program-strengthens-generational-bonds-actor-anang-desai-participated

ANI | Updated At : 03:02 PM Mar 22, 2025 IST
PNN

New Delhi [India], March 22: HARIKRIT, in association with Bharat Vikas Parishad,
organised a warm and emotional event, "Sanjhi Sanjh Connect Abhinandan”, in New
Delhi, aimed at paying tribute to the wisdom of elders and strengthening the bond
between generations. The event saw eminent dignitaries, artists and members of civil
society gather to recognise and uphold the values of respect, dialogue and inclusion of
older citizens in the social mainstream.

Held on March 21 at the NCUI Auditorium, August Kranti Marg, New Delhi, the event was
honoured by prominent personalities such as the renowned actor Anang Desai; Prof. Dr
Mahesh Verma, Vice-Chancellor of Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University; and Mrs
Jyotika Kalra is Ex-Member NHRC. The presence of these personalities lent a touch of
distinction to the event, reiterating the significance of community and cultural values.

Delivering the address on the occasion, Rajeev Anand, President of Harikrit, thanked the
huge response the initiative has been receiving. "This is a matter of pride for us. We feel
that each interaction with our elderly is a chance to learn valuable lessons in life. The
‘Saanjhi Saanjh' initiative aims at providing platforms for such interactions,” said Anand.
His words repeated the very heart of the mission of the programme--to create a culture
of respectful exchange and serious dialogue between the generations.

Indian actor Anang Desai, who has been famous for his versatility in acting in Indian films
and television, also contributed his ideas during the occasion. He praised the efforts of
Harikrit to return the elderly to prominence in a rapidly changing world. "We are in times
where very frequently the elderly get lost in the midst of changing technology and
lifestyles. Programs such as these encourage us to slow down and reconnect with the
people who have formed us and our society,” Desai added.

Prof. Dr Mahesh Verma stressed the significance of empowering old people. 'Saanjhi
Saanjh' is a very beautiful concept because it promotes the elderly playing an active role
in society. We pay greater respect to parents and seniors in India than any other country
does," he stated.

NHRC ex-member Jyotika Kalra emphasized the legal and ethical obligation of society
toward its elderly.
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A video message from Shri Suresh Jain, National Organising Secretary, Bharat Vikas
Parishad, was shared in his absence, which emphasised motivating youth to be sensitive
and caring towards senior citizens. The "Saanjhi Saanjh Connect Abhinandan Program”
also included cultural performances and the life stories and achievements of senior
citizens. The ambiance was one of appreciation, learning, and respect for each other, as
the participants had conversations on how society could become more inclusive and
sympathetic towards its ageing population.

Harikrit premiered a film that talks about the emotional and vulnerable side of our senior
citizens, ‘A Muffled Silence - Ye Aawazein'.

In the process of creating reading content for senior consumption, the galaxy released
the fourth edition of 'Saanjhi Saanjh’, a short story collection authored by Dr JV Manisha
Bajaj.

As the event drew to a close, Sh. DK Bajaj, Sh. Tarsem Antil, Dr. JV Manisha Bajaj, Smt.
Vijay Laxmi Sinha, Pallavi Bhardwaj and Sh. Krishna Rao thanked the attendees and

floated a drive that induced a renewed commitment to honouring and supporting the
elderly with a motto: "Let's sow some goodness to reap some love.

(ADVERTORIAL DISCLAIMER: The above press release has been provided by PNN.
ANI will not be responsible in any way for the content of the same)

(The story has come from a syndicated feed and has not been edited by the Tribune
Staff.)
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