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Bihar deputy CM Samrat Choudhary slams Jan Suraaj founder Prashant Kishor for
‘baseless allegations’

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/bihar-deputy-cm-samrat-choudhary-
slams-jan-suraaj-founder-prashant-kishor-for-baseless-
allegations/articleshow/124076413.cms

TNN | Sep 23, 2025, 11.37 PM IST

Patna: Deputy CM Samrat Choudhary on Tuesday hit back at Jan Suraaj founder
Prashant Kishor (PK), asking him to verify facts before making political statements.

Responding to PK’s allegations, the senior BJP leader recalled how, following the 1995
gang war, RJD chief Lalu Prasad had imprisoned 22 members of his family, prompting
the National Human Rights Commission to penalise the govt and secure a formal apology.

“‘Making baseless allegations against someone solely for popularity or to remain in the
headlines is not good for democracy. | consider morality and truth to be the most powerful
weapons in politics and am not afraid of false accusations,” Choudhary said.

PK had recently claimed that Choudhary’s original name was Samrat Kumar Maurya,
alleged he faced criminal charges in a murder case and questioned the authenticity of his
doctorate degree, saying that Choudhary’s affidavit to the court stated he had passed
only Class VII.
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Allahabad HC Stays EOW Inquiry Into 558 Madrasas Ordered by NHRC

https://lawbeat.in/news-updates/allahabad-high-court-stays-eow-inquiry-into-558-
madrasas-ordered-by-nhrc-1519377

24 September 2025

The Allahabad High Court stays the NHRC probe into 558 aided madrasas in Uttar
Pradesh

The NHRC, acting on a private complaint, issued three orders between February and
June 2025 directing the Economic Offence Wing to probe alleged irregularities in 558
aided madrasas in UP

In a significant relief to the Teachers Association Madaris Arabia, the Allahabad High
Court on September 22, 2025, stayed the operation of orders passed by the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) directing a probe by the Economic Offence Wing
(EOW), U.P. Lucknow, into 558 aided madrasas across Uttar Pradesh.

The division bench of Justice Saral Srivastava and Justice Amitabh Kumar Rai held that
the matter required deeper consideration and restrained further action until the case is
heard in detalil.

The NHRC, acting on a complaint filed by one Mohammad Talha Ansari, issued three
separate directions on February 28, April 23, and June 11 this year. The Commission
directed the Director General of the EOW, Uttar Pradesh, to conduct an inquiry into
alleged financial and other irregularities in the functioning of these madrasas and to
submit an action taken report. The State government, acting on these directions, issued
a government order on April 23 authorising a sweeping inquiry into all 558 aided
madrasas.

Challenging these directions, the Teachers Association moved the high court, contending
that the NHRC had acted beyond its statutory mandate.

Senior advocate Prashant Shukla, appearing for the petitioners, argued that Section 12
of the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, clearly enumerates the functions of the
Commission and does not authorise such roving financial inquiries. He further pointed to
Section 36(2) of the Act, which bars the NHRC from taking cognizance of any complaint
after one year from the alleged violation of human rights. In this case, he submitted, the
complaint neither specified any date of violation nor disclosed a concrete incident,
rendering it legally infirm.

The complaint is vague and silent on material particulars. In the absence of a specific
date of violation, it cannot be ascertained whether the complaint was filed within the
statutory time limit of one year. Therefore, the NHRC'’s directions lack jurisdiction, the
petitioners argued.
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The State, however, opposed the plea. The standing counsel submitted that the
Commission had considered the matter in detail and found sufficient grounds to order an
investigation. He maintained that the probe was necessary to address the allegations
raised before the Commission.

After hearing both sides, the bench noted that the petition raised serious jurisdictional
guestions regarding the powers of the NHRC. It issued notices to the NHRC and the
original complainant, making them returnable at an early date.

Court granted four weeks to the State and other respondents to file counter-affidavits,
with an additional four weeks for the petitioners to file rejoinders. The matter will now be
taken up on November 17, 2025.

Significantly, court stayed the effect and operation of all three NHRC orders as well as
the subsequent government order until further orders. This stay effectively halts the
ongoing EOW inquiry into aided madrasas in Uttar Pradesh.

Case Title: Teachers Association Madaris Arabia And 2 Others vs. National Human
Rights Commission And 8 Others

Order Date: September 22, 2025

Bench: Justice Saral Srivastava and Justice Amitabh Kumar Rai
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Allahabad High Court Stays NHRC Order Directing Economic Offences Wing Probe
Into 558 Aided Madrasas In UP

https://www.livelaw.in/high-court/allahabad-high-court/allahabad-high-court-stays-nhrc-
investigation-uttar-pradesh-madrasas-305003

LIVELAW NEWS NETWORK 24 Sept 2025 6:25 PM (2 mins read )

The Allahabad High Court, on Monday, stayed the order of the National Human Rights
Commission, New Delhi directing the Director General, Economic Offence Wing, U.P.
Lucknow to inquire into the allegations made against 558 aided Madrasas in the State of
UP.

Petitioners, including Teachers Association Madaris Arabia, challenged the orders
passed by NHRC based on a complaint filed by one Mohammad Talha Ansari, on grounds
that the Commission is not empowered to order inquiry into matters of alleged human
rights violation after expiry of 1 year from the date of the alleged incident. They relied on
Section 36(2) of the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 which states that

The Commission or the State Commission shall not inquire into any matter after the expiry
of one year from the date on which the act constituting violation of human rights is alleged
to have been committed.

Further, relying on Section 12(a) of the Act, it was argued that none of the stipulations for
initiating inquiry under the provision were met. It has been argued that no specifics (date
and time) of the alleged incident was mentioned in the complaint, making it vague. It was
argued that in absence of date, it could not be ascertained as whether the NHRC had
jurisdiction to entertain the complaint.

Standing Counsel pleaded that investigation was necessary in the case.

The bench of Justice Saral Srivastava and Justice Amitabh Kumar Rai has directedissued
notices to respondents and directed them to file counter affidavits and also directed that

“Until further orders of this Court, the effect and operation of the orders dated 28.2.2025,
23.4.2025 and 11.6.2025 passed by respondent No. 1/National Human Rights
Commission, New Delhi in Case/File No. 1398/24/0/2025 shall remain stayed.”

The matter has been directed to be listed on 17th November 2025.
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Allahabad HC Stays Probe into Financial “Irregularities’ by 558 Madrasas Across
UP

https://clarionindia.net/allahabad-hc-stays-probe-into-financial-irreqularities-by-558-
madrasas-across-up/

Mohammad bin Ismail
Date: September 24, 2025

NHRC directed to issue notice to both complainant and petitioners; Legal experts say the
case raises important questions about the balance between oversight of minority
institutions and the protection of their rights

NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW — In a significant development protecting the rights of Indian
Muslim educational institutions, the Allahabad High Court has stayed the ongoing
investigation by the Economic Offences Wing (EOW) into 558 aided madrasas across
Uttar Pradesh. The order follows the directions of the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), highlighting concerns over procedural and jurisdictional lapses.

A division bench comprising Justice Saral Srivastava and Justice Amitabh Kumar Roy
stayed the investigation on Monday and directed the NHRC to issue notices to both the
complainant, Muhammad Talha Ansari, and the petitioners, before adjourning further
proceedings until November 17.

The investigation had been initiated by the EOW after the NHRC directed the Director
General of the specialised wing to probe alleged irregularities in the functioning of several
madrasas, including Madrasa Arabia in Varanasi. The NHRC'’s directions were based on
complaints alleging financial misconduct.

However, madrasa authorities immediately challenged the orders in court, arguing that
the NHRC had overstepped its legal mandate. The petitioners sought to quash the NHRC
orders dated February 28, April 23, and June 11, as well as the subsequent government
directive of April 23, which instructed the EOW to conduct a comprehensive investigation
into 558 aided madrasas.

“The functions of the Commission are clearly defined under Section 12 of the Human
Rights Protection Act, 1993. Any proceedings outside this framework are ultra vires,” the
petitioners argued. They also cited Section 36(2) of the Act, which states that the
Commission cannot investigate matters more than one year after the alleged violation of
human rights occurred.

Further, the petitioners highlighted Section 12A, under which the NHRC may only conduct
inquiries under specific conditions: on its own initiative, on application by an aggrieved
person, or by court direction. “None of these conditions apply here,” the petition contends.
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It also noted that the complaint does not specify the date of any alleged violation,
rendering the investigation outside the NHRC’s jurisdiction.

The EOW, a specialised wing of police authorities in the country, investigates financial
crimes including fraud, embezzlement, bribery, forgery, and corruption. Its mandate is to
protect individuals and institutions, ensure compliance with financial laws, and recover
misappropriated assets.

Many Muslim community leaders and madrasa representatives have welcomed the high
court’s intervention, seeing it as a crucial safeguard against arbitrary targeting of
educational institutions serving minority communities. “These madrasas have been
providing education and guidance to generations. We are relieved that the court has
recognised the need to protect their rights and due process,” said Abdul Rashid, a senior
madrasa trustee.

Another teacher from Madrasa Arabia in Varanasi, speaking on condition of anonymity,
added, “We have always followed legal and financial norms. The allegations are vague,
and it is reassuring that the judiciary has temporarily stayed this investigation until proper
procedures are followed.”

Legal experts note that the case raises important questions about the balance between
oversight of minority institutions and the protection of their rights under Indian law.
Advocate Priya Sharma observed, “The court’'s stay signals judicial caution. While
financial oversight is important, investigations must respect the legal boundaries and
safeguards enshrined for all institutions.”

The NHRC is expected to respond to the notices issued by the court before the next
hearing. Until then, the investigation remains on hold, offering temporary relief to
hundreds of madrasas across Uttar Pradesh and their communities.

This case underscores the delicate position of Indian Muslim educational institutions,
which continue to face scrutiny while striving to serve their communities. The judiciary’s
intervention has been widely seen as a reaffirmation of legal protections and an effort to
prevent potential misuse of investigative powers.
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India: Why Allahabad High Court stopped madrasa Investigation
https://mmnews.tv/india-why-allahabad-high-court-stopped-madrasa-investigation/

by MM News Staff | September 24, 2025

India’s Allahabad High Court, in compliance with the directive of the National Human
Rights Commission, has ordered the Economic Offences Wing to stop the ongoing
investigations regarding 558 aided madrasas.

According to details, while delivering this decision, the Division Bench of Justice Saurabh
Srivastava and Justice Amitabh Kumar Rai directed the National Human Rights
Commission to issue notices to the complainant and the petitioner, and further hearing of
the case has been adjourned until November 17.

On the basis of a complaint by Muhammad Talha Ansari, the National Human Rights
Commission had directed the Director General of the Economic Offences Wing to conduct
an investigation into the matter. Following this, teachers of Madaris Arabia in Varanasi
and two others filed a petition demanding the annulment of the National Human Rights
Commission’s orders dated February 28, April 23, and June 11, which directed the
Commission to investigate the allegations of the complainant and to submit an action
report.

The petition also demanded the annulment of the government order dated April 23, under
which the Economic Offences Wing, following the above directives of the National Human
Rights Commission, has been conducting comprehensive investigations of 558 aided
madrasas. It has been stated that the functions of the Commission are specifically
mentioned under Section 12 of the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993.

Notably, Section 36(2) of the Indian Act clearly states that the Commission will not
investigate any matter after the expiry of one year from the date on which the violation of
human rights is alleged to have been committed.

It has also been argued that under Section 12A, the Commission may conduct
investigations suo motu, or on a petition presented by a victim or someone on his behalf,
or on the basis of a directive or order of a court. In this case, none of the conditions under
Section 12A apply. It is also stated that the complaint does not mention the date of
violation of human rights. The allegations in the complaint are vague and do not indicate
any specific date. Therefore, it is not possible to determine whether the complaint was
made within one year of the date of violation of human rights. Hence, the entire
proceedings of the Commission are argued to be beyond its jurisdiction.
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https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/state/uttar-pradesh/allahabad/allahabad-high-
court-stays-investigation-558-madrasas-uttar-pradesh-citing-nhrc-
directives/amp articleshow/124084449.cms

Edited by: $¥& Rig Updated: 24 Sept 2025, 12:25 pm|[TaHRd <8R
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558 HGIW! D1 Iid W &1 e, SATRTENG FTaPIc A Bal — NHRC fa=m-fd=i & sr=u
& 8 Brars

https://mradubhashi.com/news.php?id=allahabad-high-court-issues-major-decision-
ongoing-investigation-into-558-madrasas-in-up-halted-citing-nhrc-quidelines-578440

Updated on 24 Sep, 2025 12:53 PM IST BY MRADUBHASHI.COM

TIRIS: SATGISIG 18 PIc A AP HFANIBR AN & (G & A H 558 g/l U
el & RITTh Id Xg ST SURTY RIRAT 1 9iid TR I M & & | AT TR Sfraraa
3R [l SHATH HHR I BT WSUIS 7 TGN WR U I AP §UAMATIDR AT
& 1Y RIrdemal & N SR & &1 A o 81 Ty € Ame W 3rTel gHar & forg
17 TR B ARG T 1 5| AP AHANIBR SHTANT 3 HIgHIG derel SRR &1 Risbrad &
YR TR TGRS SIE ORI XMRAT ! 36 A § SIid o (oY HgT 4TI IRIVRA & S
THARYURM HeTRY SRS SR &l 3 &1 1! H AT AHATISR AT & 28 B, 23
3t 3R 11 S & 37 3N Bl I B B AN 31 78 7, o merfewes anffe srrmy
m%ﬁﬁwﬁmwwmﬁmmﬁmﬁw TRd B DI gl
T g

BRI TG T HRA P AN

IfrenT & dld 23 U & 39 PR TG BT 4} I B $I AN Bt 715 5, oo ded A9
TIPSR TR & Iad AN & a8 e 3MuRTey IRAT 558 TeTadl U Hed! &l
S T HR I8! 8| Fel 71 8 fob AHaIIeR TRemr AT 1993 &1 4RI 12 & dgd
3TNT & HRi faRy U T e e g1 g8 o1 T iF iffRuy &) ¢rT 36 (2) WY U
J I8 Fard! & P manT fued oft A @) 9 S9 IRRe T U a¥ 3t IHIftY & §1¢ el
ST, S ARG BT THAIRSRI & Icad T Hls B gl AT

Tg it T fear mar i 4RT 12- TSP dgd ST Wa: I3F T a1 et difsa o1 Suot 3k 3
o} safad ot anfeT R T foredt <ammery o fopsdt e ar Sme e & 3MYR UR 9 R Hobd
81 39 7 H YRT 12-T & dgd dis HI 2d ar] el il o | a8 Hi Pe1 7 fob Rreprad 1
AHATIBRI & oY & DI Pt dRIG BT I el 5 | RIerd # few v 3Ry 3ruy
3R ot fafRiy g &1 gar 6 #d g | STfIT I8 UdT a1 Tva -Tei & b Rrera
AFATYBR o ! dRIG I T a8 & Hiar o1 18 At a7 781 | T8 | ddb feam man f ma
& & HRaATS SHIBR 87 J TR B
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SATETEIG ST8®IC A 558 BT UTW HEY| P o & o= U= IS P

https://hindi.livelaw.in/allahabad-highcourt/allahabad-high-court-stays-nhrc-order-
directing-economic-offences-wing-probe-into-558-aided-madrasas-in-up-305012

Shahadat 24 Sept 2025 7:20 PM (2 mins read )

SABISIE BISehIC - YIHAR Bl AP AFAISR SN (NHRC), 715 faeeh & 39 Sy W
Ab TMs, FogH Agiewes, e 3uRTy TRaT, IR USRI, TGS, &) IR UK I &
558 Tl T Al & RAWTh T1TE 71T SRIUT B SIid B BT e fear ar T

e Tg HeRg 3Rfer afika aferedial 3 Aigme deel SR AHe fdd gRT aRR
RIGTIT & YR TR NHRC §RT TR 3MTCRN DI 39 YR TR AT af fo AN &I B
Tl & dRIG ¥ TH 9 &f JHIT & d1¢ HIId AMANYSR Iead- & ATHd! &I oid Bl
3T 31 HT ISR Y 8 | IBI- AFAIISR TRE0T ATH, 1993 P URT 36(2) HT 8Tl
T, forad w1 T, SR I I5Y ST 39 dRIE ¥ T a8 &) AW & 9l fdt of
A &1 Sifd el &, T4 39 S ©0 § AFaiteR] & Iecrdd &R ardl $d fdbar
AT BT 39 SATdT, SMRIFTH &1 YRT 12(T) BT T od g4 I8 ao (a1 711 fos 39 wae™
& d8d SIid & B DI dig Wt A G 8 DI 131 I a9 fear M o Rieraa # ia
g $T Pis AR fFavor (e iR gwa) 761 faan T, o I8 o’y 81 15| I8 d%
feon an fos faAie & srvma | g Muifa 7Y fosan 51 Uesdn fos NHRC &) RIead WR faaR
B BT HIBR g a1 =N

IRBR BT 3 galld <t fob ATHa A Wi Taw0e g | 9ied IR Hardd 3R Sy SifirdmH
PAR I D WeUIs A uldariadl & Afed IRt R S Ufd-RUUTH SIRIA B BT e
faa|
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Muzaffarpur News: mmﬁﬁmaﬁﬁﬁaﬁ?@uwﬁwm#ﬁ@a
TaTYt & foar aae

https://www.jagran.com/bihar/muzaffarpur-muzaffarpur-news-national-human-rights-
commission-summons-dm-and-ssp-in-the-case-of-death-of-four-children-who-were-
burnt-alive-24058269.html

By Sanjiv Kumar Edited By: Ajit kumar
Updated: Wed, 24 Sep 2025 01:38 PM (IST)

Muzaffarpur News T&1 TS o JHR T-1 7Tid I ST ¢ AT | FF AN DI g1 H IR
sl 31 A &1 TS 2R ST g1 & IR H HeT T S ot & Ui W o Sielt o # 21
i g & a1g 31T Tl At GEd B GEd SN & &R § 31FT thdt 7T Y| 39! Iue |
3 g B Ad g3 A

Tolld $HAR, GIFHPRYR | Muzaffarpur News: oI & TH_1 TGS & MR A4 Tid H g8
Wior sprerft # fofeT SieM @ IR sl bt Hid JHe § A1 AFEeR ST A W9 fordn
21 STNT 3 A H oRhRR & SIUH d Tl &l dad fhar g

fafed 81 for IR 7=t 71ia & 3ft aef 16 310 &Y ST T & HRUN IR o= foT<1 oidt T 3|
gTed H Td & 65 TR 3T ¥ SIdHhR I 81 T A ge1 & IR H gdrar 741 of fo faereht &
U TR & Sl 91 # 2 Tfche A 3T ol | 3P a1¢ THUM & TR H T e T8 A |

I8t T Ryciex & M1 @ € RIdsr Wed § ST HaHe wu o forar 1| fored IR ARyl
1 fofart FHT g1 T ot | AT Y Wb HIFThR HIH! o SHferaedl T 311+ APy Td
o AHATYGR AN T Gl STHT-3T ATl giiad Bt 2|

=8 AT o1 18 A fp @uft difsd ufvart &1 WK garasT iR werar A urexlf asie
T a1 for for difsa ulkar s g TR &1 : fawRid &= 9 | 91y g 311 difsa

URAR &I TRBR! T & dgd AT, HIH, 9% Td I a7l & Iwdd Hid™ & folg 3=
fR1gm &1 Ay off AW B DI G Bt A

A H AP AAAIMIBR SN H GAaTs SN & Gaw Uaie SN &1 W & gRI &l
ST X8 81 SN & gRT AWd § gAdTs $3d §U SIUH g LUl &I dad foar T g1 9R
gudrg & RUI &1 AT o1 7S g1 TYTadT 3 3RNT & 39 Ugd b1 WG bl g | SHG SIS
¢ for SIe 9 Tauadt & TR ¥ T9HT A & Sid $HRd gU RUie smanT &) wHftd o
ST |
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YORPYQR & SITH 3R THTHdl 1 NHRC A forar da: siia # IR 5= @1 ffer sieq
¥ g3 A A, IR e & sigR with Raid

https://www.bhaskar.com/local/bihar/muzaffarpur/news/muzaffarpur-dm-and-ssp-
summoned-by-nhrc-in-case-of-fires-136001058.html

TSFARQR 7 ©c Ugd

HOWARRR ford # b siiep & IHQR F41 Wia H AT JH H AP AFAIBR
MNT(INHRC) A SITH 3R TqUgUl &) dad fha1 g1 4 Iig & 3R NUIdR 4 3 Fel g
16 U 2025 ! 7Md H 3T T I 65 TR SIAHR IRd 81 T A | 4§ DI Sa- I Hid 81 T

dt| A DI APR AMANUBR 3Mfeded] THe o APIY Td IWsd HFATIDBR SN H 2
3ICRT- ST TTTepT aTEe i g |

2 3AT-H ITfIRT S

st & ATead § HiT &1 T8 § fob Tt fifsa uRaRt &1 IReRT GarmasT 3R Tgrar A
TRl a8t ¥ e | S fos difsa ulkar srom Siigd TR &1 iR @ fasRRid 1 I |

TS aRaRi & IRBRT Aol & dgd AN, HISH, 9% T4 3P g b Iwad HIdH &
fore S=a fRren &1 v off Ay w1 Gi B At

Sy 3R Taugdt aas, o At

31E AT H AP AFAIIPR SN & & fUies SR &t i & gAaTs ol <ol ¢ | J7dTs
FRd gU o & S iR Tuadt &1 aad fosar T g1 4 Iware # A At 1 71

SITadT THS ST A SRINT & 39 Ugd &I WRTd a1 g1 IHG oidls ¢ o Sied d THudy!
& TR Y AT TN B ofid HRd gU R SN B T T SITa |
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SMTSTT AT § NHRC 9%, SITH 3R Tyl &1 dad, 4 Jwrg A Jif R

https://www.joharlive.com/news/nhrc-takes-strict-action-in-arson-case-summons-dm-
and-ssp-seeks-report-in-4-weeks/

By Kajal Kumari September 24, 2025 - 2 Mins Read

Muzaffarpur : f9gR & GoTFRRYR foTe & TaHT sdiids o JTAYR J-1 7T H 16 3UT 2025 Bl
g5 Hiwur SIS Hre H AP AHATRISR SN (NHRC) = % @ U= 3| 3T A
foren AfoRee (Stum) SR oy gferd siefiers (TaTadh) &1 dad fobdn & IR 4 IwiiE & HiR
faeqga RRaié O &3 &1 Fdw fean &1

S TS H 65 TR SIAHR 9 81 MU & 3R 4 T ] o 9 Aid g1 Ts 4T 39 J19d &
AP HFANIBR SHYaad THb 1 IF SR Iy AHATYDR SN H & S-S
ATfrehTq arferel 1 of | Arfereprall & AT &1 715 & fob difsd uRaRT 1 URE=H Tl § WbRY
T3S 3R TETadT AR < S| 1Y B, I8 WRBRT Ao & dgd SMa, HIoH, a5 3R
ol D1 I R8T B AT Iuy HR1S S, AT 9 30 Sia- B R I L= X 9 |

NHRC &! ®Rdls

3T & W fries BT Bt Ui & 39 AT &1 YAdTs &1 @t 8| FAaTs &b <RI SITH
3R Tuadt 1 dad o T g1 ifgadT Td 1 3 AN & 39 HeH &1 WHId 6l §
3R Iufie Same g fop fore T wig R ST O R R i |
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PR AHAIRISR 3TERT 3 SIYH 9 Tl 9 IR 9wre d |t Rl

TOFRRQR & TAQR A T T SFT & ¥ IR ARgH gl &1 oia 9 J1d 81 T8 | 3117 Qe
Hfdhe & R &l T, forEd 65 O SeTehr @ §) T AP AHIMIBR ST A SITH 3R
T ¥ ROKE...

https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/muzaffarpur/story-tragic-fire-in-muzaffarpur-nhrc-
seeks-report-on-death-of-four-children-201758756513930.amp.html

Wed, 25 Sept 2025, 04:58:AM

Newswrap =g, ToTRRRGR

TORHRYR, T IATGEIdT | Th_T UGS o JTAYR T+ 71d | g5 o0 orrerft § aR O™ &
fSiaT STem & A & AP AFATUSR SR = SIed 9 Taegdt § Ruié aoe &1 g1 difsdl
@Y 3T T garaeT 3R gfaural o) bR Bl TS HRars &) RO IR JuE & 3R 2 B
HeT T ¢ 1 3T I 16 U B I& B Al §of 3FT T & SR IR F= foial o1d 7T |
Tid & o1 65 TR 3T Y TADR I 81 74 Y| T idhe P HRUT forolall Uid IR TSI siad
q et R @ &1 & @R T 3T o

& dg MUY & TR & had! Ta T 1 TR § I8 19 s & Wed ¥ 31T 3 YIS =7
o fora o071 7T7d & HTAHIR ART g Hels & o MY 3| Teld R J IRT 3R ¥ ok 91 & SR
IR AR fSieT o/d U | 9 SIUH & Fe R 9d S & UReH| & IR-9IR a1 ¥Ud &I
<o foaT T T | 98, T TR ofet & 9t 1 Sa=7 ST I §9a & 9o &1 T8 | SRTer
& UIfSdl BT SR Y 3fUderd] T &1 A APTF Td IAod AAANYDR AT H Gl S{eHT-37eT
it IRad &1 o | 39 A @t At for gaft difsd uRaRY &1 TRSRY gaiasT 3R Jerad!
1 IRl @i T e | aifes, difsd ufkar 3o shias IR &1 O: fasfRid &= 9 | Iy
ol Nifsd uRaR & TRHRT TioT & ded A, HISH, 9% T4 39F a7 b Iwad Hid™H
o foTT I=a TR1&1 7 1Y Hit JerH R B Hiv bt At | ATierepT TR ATTY HFAUBR ST b
e grars &R IE! 81 die 3 A § Ord & Shed 9 Touy ¥ IR gwrg § Rad 7t Bl
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AR JT SATERT Fis: TITTSRAT A S1eH iR THvad} GorrpRqR &1 fhar aad|

https://tirhutnow.com/rampur-money-burning-case-nhrc-summons-dm-and-ssp-
muzaffarpur/

September 24, 2025

TOTFRRR: foTe & qH<T TS & IHQR At 711 T 39 a9 16 30T &1 g8 HIV0T AT &
AMd H AP AFAMGR SR-RT (NHRC) = S9! BRATs $I ¢l SN 7 JwhRYR &
TRt (DM) 3R iy gfe sieferds (SSP) &1 dad HRd §U IR Iw8 & Wik fawgd
feard wiht 21

RIS g P 16 30T B! a8 HUF 9 ol fooiel! & Uid TR @ SO §idq | i Fibe I
ST T TS off | S B Sl ST U & OR A U 718 3iR 119 RIcigR We J ST A faara
U forant 39 Hiwor sprerft # TR ARgH s ) e Aid 81 TS o, Sefe R i b 65
TR FABR I Bl 7Y Y|

S Y1 I depx o1l & AHATIDR e TH.&. 31 AP Td sy AFANIBR SATIRT
T gifadId qRR & Y| siftraadr 21 3 #i &1 ot o it difsa ufvart & ure=f e 4
IRBRI Y3MTaoT 3R TeradT Af Iua HR0s oY | Ty & YHTId IRaRT BT ST, HieH,
I SR T ! I R1ef YA St S|

3(F TN & AT T fUaid S & e 59 Ad & gdTs &R a6l gl AN Bt
T&ll & d1e U8 SHIE SdTs of 8! § fP Shed ik waugdt &) fuid & snur wR difsa
URaR} ! IfId g 3R Igd frenft | ifigear i = e e &t 59 ugd ol WrTd faar
& 3R R ST § 3 U= T W 3o R R |
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Ba***ds of Bollywood row: The grey area in India’s vaping and smoking laws

The Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes Act, 2019 (PECA) bans the production, sale,
distribution, storage, transport, import, export, and advertisement of e-cigarettes. But here
lies the grey area: the Act does not criminalise the use or possession of vapes.

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/law-news/story/bads-of-bollywood-ranbir-kapoor-
smoking-vaping-laws-loopholes-action-2792596-2025-09-24

Aneesha Mathur | New Delhi, UPDATED: Sep 24, 2025 16:53 IST

Aryan Khan’s directorial debut ‘Ba***ds of Bollywood’ has run into legal trouble after the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) asked Mumbai Police to register an FIR and
urged the Union I&B Ministry to explain how the show was cleared without mandatory on-
screen disclaimers against smoking. The trigger: a single scene of actor Ranbir Kapoor
vaping.

At the same time, writer Arundhati Roy’s latest book has sparked its own controversy. A
petition before the Kerala High Court alleges that the book’s cover—showing Roy
smoking a beedi—violates Indian tobacco-control laws.

But what exactly does the law say? India Today takes a closer look.
THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK
COTPA, 2003

The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act, 2003
(COTPA) governs how tobacco products can be produced, sold, and depicted.

Section 5 prohibits advertising of cigarettes and tobacco products.
Section 7 mandates health warnings on packaging.

Section 8 prescribes how those warnings must appear: legible, prominent, and
conspicuous.

COTPA Rules, 2005 extended these restrictions to cinema and television, making it
mandatory to run anti-tobacco disclaimers or scrolls during smoking scenes.

COTPA Rules, 2023 widened the scope to online curated content. OTT platforms must
now:

Play 30-second anti-tobacco spots at the start and midpoint of any programme showing
tobacco use.

Display a static health warning during such scenes.
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Insert a 20-second audio-visual disclaimer at the beginning and midpoint.

Failure to comply can trigger action by an inter-ministerial committee of the Health, 1&B,
and IT ministries.

WHAT ABOUT VAPES?

The Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes Act, 2019 (PECA) bans the production, sale,
distribution, storage, transport, import, export, and advertisement of e-cigarettes.

But here lies the grey area: the Act does not criminalise the use or possession of vapes.
Depicting a vape on-screen may not technically amount to an offence, even if its
manufacture and sale are illegal.

That ambiguity is at the heart of the Ba**ds of Bollywood row.
THE LOOPHOLES

Films and shows depicting banned narcotics usually make it clear that possession and
consumption are crimes. But for vapes, the law is silent on usage.

COTPA mandates health warnings for depictions of cigarettes and beedis, but not e-
cigarettes.

As a result, filmmakers may argue they are not legally bound to add disclaimers when
showing vaping.

In Arundhati Roy’s case, lawyers point out that a book cover photo is not an
“advertisement” under COTPA. Publication of a still image depicting smoking is not
barred, since no tobacco product is being promoted.

WHAT LAWYERS SAY

Madhu Gadodia, deputy managing partner at Anand & Naik, told India Today, “Depiction
of an e-cigarette as part of cinematographic content on an OTT platform does not strictly
qualify as an ‘advertisement’. Whether e-cigarettes cover vapes is still a grey area.”

Nikhil Narendran, partner at Trilegal, added, “The PECA Act doesn’t criminalise
possession for personal consumption—only sale or advertising. If the government had
intended to ban use, it could have done so.”

On the Roy book cover controversy, Narendran said, “It's clear a cover picture does not
amount to promoting smoking. She is promoting herself and her book.”

Gadodia agreed. “A still image used merely as a background prop would not qualify as
an ‘advertisement’ under the Act,” she said.

WHAT’S NEXT?
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The Kerala High Court will hear the petition on Roy’s book cover on Thursday. Meanwhile,

the NHRC has pressed Mumbai Police and the I&B Ministry to act against Ba**ds of
Bollywood.

How courts interpret the grey zones around vaping, and whether regulators choose to
close the loopholes, remains to be seen.

For now, lawyers advise filmmakers and artists to take no chances: “As a measure of
abundant caution, it's best to include disclaimers to mitigate risk.”
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‘Bads of Bollywood’: Why netizens say ‘there’s no way’ Aryan Khan directed Netflix
series

Written and directed by Aryan Khan, "The Bads of Bollywood' is currently battling online
outrage over a scene

https://www.theweek.in/news/entertainment/2025/09/24/bads-of-bollywood-why-
netizens-say-there-s-no-way-aryan-khan-directed-netflix-series.amp.html

By The Week News Desk Updated: September 24, 2025 11:17 IST

Aryan Khan's 7-episode debut project, 'The Bads of Bollywood', grabbed headlines barely
a week from its release for its maverick plot and bold, self-aware satire that surprised
many.

However, social media reactions to the show initially went from praise for Aryan's
experimental debut to doubt about whether a ghost director (a secret, uncredited director)
was used instead.

"Unsure whether its Aryan Khan or Ghost director," a user wrote on X, amid praise for the
series.

"To really think that this was done by one person alone is naive. For a project like this he
must have a ghost-writing team or story consultants at his disposal to fine tune the script,”
a Redditor weighed in, casting doubt about whether Aryan khan had even written the
series.

"There is no way he is the sole writer and director of this in the traditional Bollywood
sense,"” another Redditor declared.

However, 'Bads of Bollywood' actress Anya Singh quashed netizens' doubts, saying that
people just wanted "an opportunity to bring another person down".

"He knew there'd be conversations and chatter, but he did not question his vision at any
point. | have a lot of respect for how he has stood by his own thoughts," she told Hindustan
Times.

Written and directed by Aryan Khan, "The Bads of Bollywood' is currently battling online
outrage over a scene with Ranbir Kapoor using an e-cigarette (vape)—which is banned
in India—without an appropriate disclaimer.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) issued a notice to the Commissioner
of Mumbai Police, urging that an FIR be filed against Kapoor, the show's producers, and
Netflix.
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difea & gdten iz &1 9G8R H1h! Hea g



https://firstbihar.com/amp/bihar/muzaffarpur-news/brabu-student-assault-human-rights-commission-343960
https://firstbihar.com/amp/bihar/muzaffarpur-news/brabu-student-assault-human-rights-commission-343960

INDIAN EXPRESS, Online, 25.9.2025

Page No. 0, Size:(0)cms X (0)cms.

NATIONAL HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSION

Indian Express
No certificate of recognition, Institute for the Blind in Delhi set to be shutin 2 weeks
Future of 115 students at the institute upended by a DoE notice

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/no-certificate-of-recognition-institute-for-the-
blind-in-delhi-set-to-be-shut-in-2-weeks-10269719/

Written by Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi | September 25, 2025 06:05 AM IST

4 min read

Students huddled over evening snacks, moving cautiously along yellow tactile tiles while
resting against each other for support — at a glance it looks like a usual day at Institute for
the Blind, Panchkuian Road. However, a sense of unease hung over the staff at the
institute — in two weeks, these classrooms and corridors, which the visually impaired
children know so well, could disappear forever.

The lives of the institute’s 115 students have been upended by a notice issued by the
Directorate of Education on September 20, ordering the immediate closure of the school
and the hostel.

The students, mostly from states including Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand, belong
to economically backward backgrounds.

The notice, issued by Deputy Director (Education) Zone 26, cited the absence of a
mandatory certificate of recognition due to lack of land allotment papers. It claimed that
‘no remedial action” was taken despite letters sent to the institute in 2019 highlighting
“substantial and material deficiencies” in its application seeking recognition. Section 4 of
the Delhi School Education Act, 1973 requires land documents as proof of ownership.

The institute’s administrative secretary, Jai Prakash Sharma, claimed that the
management has filed an application seeking recognition on September 19, requesting
that the land clause be waived. He also recalled that in 2013, the management had
applied for recognition from the DOE. Sharma added that the institute received no reply
to the application.

Founded in Lahore in 1939 and relocated to Delhi after Partition, the institute was set up
following Mahatma Gandhi’s verbal instructions, officials from the institution said.

“This institute was set up at the behest of Mahatma Gandhi. We have approached all
authorities for land allotment documents, including the SDM, Wagf Board and Land and
Development Office (L&DO). How can we send blind children to the road?” asked
Sharma.
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The DoE notice has directed that all academic and residential activities cease within two
weeks, warning of penalties of up to Rs 1 lakh and Rs 10,000 per day for continued
violations.

The institute, however, contested the DoE’s claims. “The infrastructure, including hostel
rooms, kitchen and computer lab, is in good condition. These are wrong allegations,” said
Sharma.

Maintaining that the NHRC had made no follow-up visits since raising safety concerns
last year, he added that the institute holds a 2019 health No Objection Certificate from
the New Delhi Municipal Council and a registration certificate from the Department of
Social Welfare.

While a fact-finding team in September 2023 had reported gaps in basic infrastructure
and safety arrangements found at the institute, the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) had flagged gaps based on a news report on June 30, 2023.

The DoE has also pointed to complaints from resident students about personal safety,
including at least three POCSO cases in which three of the resident inmates were booked.

Denying that the school is unsafe, Sharma said, “We have tried to evict the resident
students who are forcibly staying after completing Class 12 and sought the police’s help
in the matter.”

A dispute related to the school is being heard by the Delhi High Court, which on August
13 had directed the DoE to file an affidavit on the institute’s recognition status and the
validity of its actions.

For staffers like Surender Kohl, who has worked at the institute for 17 years, the
uncertainty is deeply personal. “The students here come from poor backgrounds... We
don’t know what will happen now. Some staff members have been here for 30 years. It is
like a family here,” she said.

In 2006, the institute was recognised by the Limca Book of Records as the country’s
oldest extant blind school. It has 35 rooms, 11 teachers, and provides four meals a day,
along with free education till Class 8 and hostel facilities till Class 12 to the students. The
institute has another school, which is recognised, for the visually impaired male students
in Amar Colony.
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T3 faedl: AP AHaTISGR SN (NHRC) A AFAYSR Tel 9 e # 3 a1 srdgiRe

3IHT TG I SR S ARl &1 faviy Affex & =0 # Ja1¢ < &1 Ua1d e &,
TIUISIRET BT T § b, S SHb qUT+ep Il ! GRT H3- § gl Hd gl .
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geradl fid 9.
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THeR F Y, 394 ARy FrRMedf @ Rgfea & forg ema feenfder +ft e fpu B

forged frT S aral faR AR dfelf @t wRe

PR e & gafeew, RY FIRFGArs] @ AHAt®R adbed, AFd dbsl,
S{TORTTAI =T oTelt 3iR giroier ¥ Hefdd Al fed fafve fawat 9 fuen & foe fgaa
a1 ST 3. TN HTaTdHD MIHT 3R MIHdl & YR R A ArRipatar &

fgfaa s,
foRiy TR atsi & fore umsar AFds

AFASR FHT & G, B diad off HRd IRGR 1 Iod WBR H 3 Ual W IGT &
g1 $ig ufaiyd Rignfag g1 a1 oI5 ufdf¥d afdd g1 o’ AFaIeR] ¥ Y&fda amal o1 JH
g eI 3Hd Bl T Sl 39 & &1 [y g1, fady FrRriedf & ue R fafea & forg
CIERUIE

faRiy R atsll ®1 omg ok Fgfad 3 orafy

TUISRE & Garfad, faRy Affext &t uRfYe fgfad & forg sfiean smy It 67 af
erft. graifes, srameror Amal & 39 3 99 a% Pt 3afy & forw ggman o e 7. Fgfad &
3afy 70 a¥ AP BT, SN 3MUH g1, [ AR & URY F 3 98 d dI 3@fd & forw
ger fohar ST, U= & SR W, &g gRI e Fifd gRT S UeRH & ditis
T & YR WR, 34 5 I8 A7 70 98 &1 31 d, SN Ht U8 8, FGMT Il Ihdll ©.

Scidl YR ¥ 91 R gU, 910 SRIBRI o o1 H1H HR g Th (A= A 19 = g &1 [
R Fal fop, fafta &l o faxivst! ! oW Aer & =0 H FAgad 3 I TIUSRE! & 39
I &I 9 e o fofe a8 3o RITY1 & 9T ¥ HTH 3R 36T 6.
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New Delhi News: T HIFATIBR SN (TTTHSRE) A faedd! & SMET=«iuey srudrd §
TS Iqeld BT HId & AN B Wd: W (01 81 ST = 39 ey § el TRPR & T&
g Bl Al AW R @ g » W foga Roid @it g
ISR & aTfads, Mfear RuEy & SMYR IR 39 A § H1RdTs &1 ol 36! ¢

A 10 RidweR &1 &, S8 T AFRIS U ¥ §4R Afge A oRudid & e § g
&1 o faan| Afga & eTad & S TR 07 RydwR & SRuard & Wl SR T/ ol
3R H TRd o forg St gfaems =gt off | miAret wre & ft STt @R g3 SR R o= Bl
U & WH gOHe SR & ST TN, dfed 99 dd I9dr Wid & gt A
3N A el § fob 3R Ig Hifsar RUIdy 98t €, dl a8 AFaiieRi & TR Ieciad &1
AT ST 8 | ThagTa, AfRe &1 Sam (e & ol U ga) WMBRT SR | 9 381 ¢
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