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Agenda No. ---

National Human Rights Commission
Director (A) Unit

Sub: Report of Smt. S. Jalaja, Special Rapporteur on her visit to Goa
from 10-12 October, 2017.

Smt. S. Jalaja, Special Rapporteur, NHRC visited Goa during 10-12
October, 2017 to ascertain status of Human Rights The visit report of the
Special Rapporteur may kindly be seen at F/A.

Police administration in North and South Goa Police each is headed by
a Superintendent of Police supported by other officials. North Goa has only
one police district, 04 Sub Divisions. In addition 09 police outposts have
also been set up.

South Goa also has only one police district with 04 sub Divisions and
16 police stations. It was confirmed by both SPs that all police stations have
buildings with toilets in police custody. SP, South Goa district stated that
there is need to augment more police force ad at least additional 800
personnel are required.

It is reported by North Goa police that out of 2372 crimes reported in
2014 only 88 convictions could be secured; in 2015 against 1578 crimes
reported only 67ended in convictions. In 2016 against 1375 crimes
registered only 16 convictions were reported. Convictions rate is low given
the number of cases. More attention ought to be given to quality of
investigation. In South Goa district, percentage of convictions reported was
higher in the last three years — 26.79% in 2014, 31.2% in 2015, 47.22% in
2016 and 66.66% in 2017 till September.

It was reported that the Guidelines on Arrest (Ref. D.K.Basu Vs. the
State of West Bengal) have been prominently displayed in all thanas in both
districts. However, there is need to create greater awareness among the
ordinary people through other IEC activities too.

The Special Rapporteur visited Margo Twon Police Station in South Goa
District. The PS is located in a building complex in which various offices of
police, including the office of the SP, are located. The bulidng is stated to be
about 30 years old. Apart from a principal Investigating Officer, 06 PSIs and
09 LPCs are posted in the PS.

The crime rate appeared to be high. The reduction in crime is
reportedly due to preventive action u/s 107, 109 and 10 of Cr.PC, night



patrolling and watch on criminals. It appears that online filing of FIRs has
not been introduced here. It would seem that modern technology is. yet to
be introduced in police station in Goa. -

The Guidelines on arrests have been displayed in a corner of the PS.
They were in English. There is need for displaying them prominently in the
wall outside which would enable the visitors to easily read them. Moreover,
they should be in the local language.

Maina Curtorim PS is also located in the same premises. The same
lock ups are used by both police stations. Due to co-location of two to three
police stations, the place looks very much congested.

A Women’s PS is also located in the same premises. The special
Rapporteur found a lone woman in the female lock up of the thana. She was
detained on charge of immoral trafficiking. Why a lone woman should be
brought to the thana on charges of prostitution needs to be looked into. She
ought to be produced before a magistrate without any delay and should be
provided legal aid. Her case needs to be scrutinized by a senior official.

Ordinarily a state having a comparatively small geographical area,
high growth rates and impressive HDI should not be facing any major
challenges. But Goa, despite its economic growth and prosperity, still needs
to address several emergent issues. The actionable points according to the
special Rapporteur are:-

1. Criminal Justice System - Incidence or murder, rape, kidnapping
and molestation are relatively high as compare to what one would
expect from State like Goa. Focus on prevention of crimes /
improvement in conviction rates / use of modern technology /
adequate human and material resources & infrastructure for police
force / focus on human and drug trafficking / Human trafficking is
happening in large number s from Nepal (27), Manipur (31),
Mumbai (39), Nagaland (8), Mizorma (4) and Andhra Pradesh (14).
Too many women from the north-eastern States — needs special
investigation strengthening. AHTUs / focus on crimes against
children - the fact of too many children and women missing, needs
particular analysis.

2. Prison administration — Fully Commission Modern Central Prison,
Colvale-urgent action in custodial death cases / reduce under trial
population / speed up cases of NDPS under trials — review petty
cases and women related cases / regular convening of the District
Level Committee headed by District Judge / Model Prisons Manual.
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Custodial Justice - Review functioning of Observation Homes /
Children’s Homes / Women’s Shelter Homes / Destitute Homes

Assessment of functioning of 1] Boards / CWCs / SPOU / Strengthen
1J Boards / CWCs.

Sex Ratios - Keep a close watch on sex ratios from slipping -
monitor disaggregated data facility wise-Panachayat-wise / focus on
urban sex ratios. Enforcement of provisions under PNDT Act.

Status of SC / ST - Priority ought to be given to socio-economic
conditions of SC / ST in the state by tracking each family in terms
of income / unemployment / education / health care / after
undertaking a socio-economic survey. ‘

Panchayats — Assign more functions / funds and / functionaries.

Forests — Monitor implementation of FRA-speed up claim
settlement-ensure possession of land to settlers - integration and
sanctioning of schemes for sustainable development.

Environmental issues - Both National and State Human -Rights
Commission have dealt with complaints from people adversely
affected by mining activity in the State in the past. Although
environment issues concerning Goa were not covered during this
visit, but they do have an important beating on the overall quallty
of life of the people.
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