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~\ L/I A REP@RT ON THE CENTRAL JAIL, AGRA [UP]

[Submitted by SK Tewari, Spl Rapporteur]

Dates of Visit: 2-3 May, 2013

Agra Central Jail is an old institution though its present building is quite nlew. It

is a 3 storey, sofmewhat poo;ly- planned and equally poorly constructed
building which already needs extensive repairs [the kind the PWD calls
renovation]. The planned capacity was 1050 against which there are about ...
1900 inmates at any given time, nearly all convicts awarded long prison terms .

or life sentences. There are nolvy’omén.

of Ia'trinf::s and urinals, not enough staff or funds, p/oqf quality of food, limited
medical 'care, insufficient bedding and ciothin"g etc. which are so depressingly
k& familiar. Instead of dwelling on these | will like to note some other issues on
which action has to be immediate to' maintain some semblance of réspect for
V\J’/ﬂ human rights.

l\@%‘&gm The jail is pfaéued by the usual problems of overcrowding, insufficient numbers
i
4

f‘%b Water Supply i
// ere just isn’t enough water to make life liveable. There is a large overhead -
QSL water storage tank which has apparently never been functional and this

inequity has been ignored with remarkable insouciance by all concerned. The
WM water for all iises comes from hand pumps and tu/be wells. It is reported to be
brackish and not fit to drink. The jail authorities have an R.O. filter installet at

the premises. They claim that the filtered water is supplied to all prisoners. |
found no evidence of it. In any case it is not an answer to acute overall
KGQhortage. This needs immediate attention. All that needs to be ‘done
-) immediately is to renovate the existing storage tank and in due course build

QS ' enough of them for a populfation of 2000. Considering the climate and
% ~generally poer quality of groundwater in Agra, this should be taken up on
\\" priority o

Release of Old and Infirm Prisoners
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It seems that a State Government order releasing some prisoners was quashed

complete inactivity in the matter, resultmg in the Jarl housmg 108 persons who

are betweﬁand 80 years of age and 19 oth_e_rs who are over 80 years of

vt

age. Many haye already served long terms and some are seriously or terminally
ill. Recommendations made for premature release are pending at various

levels. 76 are_pending with the !ocal district magistrate alone, while 44'are

——

pendlng With Prlson HQ.

Annexure A and B may be seen for a list of aged and ill prlsoners Not all will
qualify for ez early release but quite a few may, which is desirable from a human
right point of view and will amlp tackle the practical administrative
problem of overcrowding.

Annexure C is a common representation submitted on behalf of the prisoners.
It contains the points already made above.

It is hoped that the State Government will act promptly in the matter.
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Some Individual Cases

The following persons have been granted bail but are still in prison because
they are unable to find sureties:

1) Pulendra s/o Singaru
2) Ramesh s/o Bihari
3) Intezer s/o Abbas

4) Baldev s/o Deshraj

The appropriate State authorities may take up these cases with the courts
concerned for release on personal bond.
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