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Report on Visit to, Central Jail Bilaspur by Dr Vinod Aggarwal
Spiacial Rapporteur on 24 " July, 2018,

Format of Jail report is enclosed as annexure-1. Renowned poet Shri Makhan
Lal Chaurvedi , remained in this prison from 57 July 1921 to 17" March,1922.
Whiie incarcerated in this jail, he dedicated a poem Pushp ki Abhilasha to the

nation.

Recommendation after the visit, Discussion with Jail Suptd, and inmates are

as follows.

1. The jail is very old and completed 145 years after establishment. Although by
look, the jail is weli maintained and can be used for another 50-60 years as
new wards have been constructed for 560 prisoners. As such now the jail has
come in almost in the city but the jail is well maintained and can be used
despite of being old. Earlier jail was district jail, l nd category, but since 3"
April, 1999, it has been declared as a central jail.

2. Thejail is meant to house only 1838 prisoners and at present double the
capacity, is the number of inmates. As such lot of over- crowding is seen
because of 2 reasons. As few wards have been raged to ground for
reconstruction, the present capacity has come down to less than 1500. Once
the dismantled wards are reconstructed the capacity will go beyond 2200.The
women ward is also full up to brim and more than double the capacity the
worien inmates are also there.

3. Jail campus is spread over 18 acres, and the new jail wards for 500 is being
buiit and another wards for 500 more can be built. The jail is being upgraded
with the use of 25 water harvesting pits used for water conservation. There are
2, 10 Kw. solar power stations have been installed which has created a 24 hr
backun of power in the jail.

4. The persenal position is not as comfortable as Punjab and Haryana, but better
than UP, Rajasthan, MP, tharkhand and Bihar. Among 13 head warders 13 are
in place. Similarly against 106 warders 97 are in positions. Out of total posts of
188, 137 are in position. The medica! doctors are in shortage. Out of 2 doctors
only one is in position. Majority of treatments, the inmates have to go out for

treatment, most of the time malingering with chest pain.
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| 5. There are 2461 mmates with rigorous imprisonment & large no of inmates who

I are gomg through life imprisonment sentence. Some of them are employed in

i various trades bugthe productivity is very small, only about 5 million rupee.

| Thejail management is using almost oné third of such inmates and it is
requrred that the ilacanc:es of deputy superintendent industries, trainers for
weavmg, carpentry need to be filled to improve the effucuency and number of

_ persons gainfully employed

| 6. The ;a:l should have a 120 bed hospital, but in actual it has 30{25 male + 5

! women) bed hospital It is recommended that the barracks near the hospital is

| Iocated although] not part of hospital, but the jail administration with the help

| of nﬂnedlcal offlcerT convert them as ward for older persons, persons with

‘ diabetes and hyper- tension. This will help in better management that the

| persons who requfire more attention are in nearby locations of the medical in

charge. |

|

| 7. The Kitchen definrteiy requires up-gradation, in the form of fully indoor

: kitcﬁen, provision]of Chimney, Automatic door closure and chapattt making

| maclhines along v%rith modern platform are the immediate need. The kitchen|

| was comparatlveiy clean but not automated. But lot of flies were seen because

of Iack of wire mesh in the doors and many parts of kitchen work happening in

' open area. Only one redeeming feature is use of biomass gassi-fire which is

!. saving of Rs 5.5 Iakhs per annum.

8. The no. of cage latrmes are insufficient, seeing the number in inmates in each
ward or barrack, each barrack/ward should have at least 2 cage latrines and |t
is possnbie Although 110 toilets have been built under Swatch Bharat Mission,
in urban self ranklng of Government Buildings. It is recommended that other

| coulld also be requested to take use of this facility to overcome shortage and

| cage latrines may. also be added under this scheme.

9. Outof 836 prlsoners who are under-trials, only 5 who are |mpr|soned more
| than 5 years. Thelr cases should be reviewed by the visitors and these cases
should be decuded fast by the judiciary, as it is said justice delayed is justice
denied.
| 10.in the State of Chhattasgarh the powers to the District collector and the
appe!late powers to IG prisans zre quite sufficient in granting parcle and such
complamts are much lesser of not release as compared to other states. The
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SSRB has been constituted but its meetings are not conducted regularly. It is
recommended the meetings must be done at a regular interval.

11. The Jail doesn’t have a component of an open or semi-open jail. The State of
CG is yet to work on Open, semi-open or Modetl jail concept. It is suggested
that each divisional HQ should also have an open jail for well behaved convicts
who have completed 10 years or more, as this will reduce the expenditure on
jail.

12.The large no of inmates are being trained in the skill development since 2015.
283 inmates have completed training success-fully in 13 trades and as per the
jail administration; the trained man power is being used as the labour in Jail
industries. The rate given to the inmates is quite low as compared to NHRC
guidelines. This matter may be taken up with the jail authorities directly by the
commission.

13. 14 inmates are studying in the through indira Gandhi National Open University
{IGNOU) for graduation. 155 inmates including 34 women have been made
literate and 401 are studying from class 1-8 including 75 females in education
program. The education program of the jail is an excellently run program and
may be emulated by other jails.

14. There is no role performed by NGQOs in upgrading the jail and may be
encauraged.

15. The posts of Sociologist, social worker, Psychologist are the need of hour in
the jails. Besides the creation of positions of the supervisors in the production

of various items they will impart training to the inmates.

\Qﬁ&g\\%

Dr Vinod Aggarwal
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