ADDRESS BY THE HON’BLE PRESIDENT OF INDIA
SMT DROUPADI MURMU
ON THE OCCASION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

New Delhi, December 10, 2024

| am happy to be here with you all on the occasion of Human Rights Day
— a day of profound significance for humanity. On this occasion, | extend
my heartfelt appreciation to the fellow citizens whose belief in equality,
justice, liberty and fraternity is the cornerstone of our democratic ethos.

It is a day to remember the institutions that strive to protect and promote
the rights of the most vulnerable sections of society. The National
Human Rights Commission, the State Human Rights Commissions,
various other Commissions, the judiciary, and other key stakeholders
have worked tirelessly to be the voice of the voiceless. | compliment
them for their steadfast commitment and untiring work towards ensuring
human rights for all.

Today, as we reflect on the ideals enshrined in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights adopted on this day in 1948, we reaffirm our collective
resolve to contribute to building a world where justice and human dignity
are the bedrock of society. India today stands as a shining example
where great initiatives are being taken by the government for poverty
alleviation, eradication of hunger by providing free food to
underprivileged and offering equal opportunities to youth to realise their
dreams. India, with its civilisational heritage spanning over 5,000 years,
has long upheld values of empathy, compassion, and the inter-
connectedness of individuals within a harmonious community.
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Based on these values, institutions such as the NHRC and SHRCs
along with civil society, human rights defenders, special rapporteurs and
special monitors, have been working to ensure the protection of human
rights for all. | commend the proactive role played by the NHRC in
addressing violations, raising awareness and recommending policy
changes to uphold the rights of the marginalised. It also gives me
immense pleasure to receive the first copies of three significant
publications: NayiDishayein, the NHRC English Journal, and a
compendium of its Advisories. These publications reflect the
Commission’s dedication to advancing human rights discourse and
fostering greater awareness.

fFAT & J,

ARA 99 qAT AWM & A0S AT Tqoias i giatsa
FIA % Fedl H Thoudg gl <« H BT aTl AW A9, THS 6 a9l
T & ARM T TFad X Ao gqe@ gEfEd & 6if =
gfdagar &1 gfdfEa &l

R gdt F O smEw, ey UEed, dgd) @esdr, faedr, w@ie
T i O qaret ¥ a@e |@eea-gar @) e 9@ #F g
ATAF ST Fiepids ATTRIRT fl TSN AT AT gl T8 Sea@i T g &6
FEATET AFTRATAT 6 TTAATT H ATGHRT 6 ®T § @7 J@T gl =H
I | F UF dgdild SegdU g ‘TEeg ARa Wed’, S wEwegdr
H UH WA ATHRT F T H I@AT gl =H 99, 19 TG F,
g o= faq X, 9a 9 U&d JivaH gF BT gaEm
A=TAT : AT AFATA/ | Tg ATHATT ST THIH Bl @7 gl =H ATHA™
H TEogdar oY "EaTgwl & a9 4k 99 9¢ WK QAT T gl =
AWMIE H T I T g9 f@Ar wr & gEfam o= % ugd
Asar, grar e T & fou, amer A@feani & agthar &
fore, w2

% AT, (AT Afgse oqfgf_aw 2016; HAEEE R
@S AT, 2017; AT I(EWEY AE  (SATEHRIT &1 HLEA)
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AfIETT, 20199 WA &A, FHAR THIAT H TAH a4
AT Irg AT &FT @9 ST § TGAH G419 6 gHTL IOH0T H T90d
gl § LGBTQ WHE & Haedl, FY LW § WATEd oARAl, [HETRAT,
TEARAAT AT GTT F HAT T qTAl Aigd DI AT ATIF FAIL TR
F T HI GETHT A % [0 NHRC FWRT SS1U [T HOHRT IATAT
& AT HIEAT AT =TI

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we progress into the future, we are confronted with emerging
challenges. Cybercrimes and climate change are new threats to human
rights. The digital era, while transformative, has brought with it complex
issues such as cyberbullying, deepfake, privacy concerns, and the
spread of misinformation. These challenges underscore the importance
of fostering a safe, secure, and equitable digital environment that
protects the rights and dignity of every individual. The Information
Technology Act (IT Act) of 2000, the IT Rules, 2021, and the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, address the challenges of privacy in
the digital age, balancing technological advancement with individual
rights.

Artificial Intelligence has now entered our day-to-day life, solving many
problems and creating several new ones too. The human rights
discourse so far has been centred on the human agency, that is, the
violator is assumed to be a human being, who would have a range of
human emotions such as compassion and guilt. With Al, however, the
culprit could be a non-human but intelligent agent. | leave the matter for
you to ponder upon.

The case of climate change too forces us to review the human rights
thinking at the global level. Polluters of a different place and a different
era are affecting the lives of people in another place and another period.
India, as the voice of Global South, has rightly taken up the leadership in
climate action. The government’s initiatives, such as the 2022 Energy
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Conservation (Amendment) Bill, the Green Credit Initiative, and the
Lifestyle for Environment, or LIFE, Movement, are clear demonstrations
of India’s commitment to building a clean and green planet for future
generations.

HERIIEIEE S L

Fd 2022 TH ARG H T AT TAGEAT AT 15 FAg o T FW
2050 T THH 35 FUS aF Tgdd & AqAE gl I AN =l S0qeA
AARE ST SEd-qud UHT |97 g ST gAY T Hl 995 adrdl
gl BH SHH AEA A AT HEA@U FAMAAT w1 GHTGE ST
AMew, TEHE UEarer @\ '4br, @B qeer, T s
AT qHII9 T6 g9 A0 gl Jg Aol g 4 gq UHE A
JAT0 3fIT FEY IBMW ST IAhT TRHT Hl a0 TE FT IAHT FogT0]
qHfaa #¢, 3= AN 96 & Todd[ 9eedl & ®9 H qU Sitad
i & form ges g=m)

g % qW H, AMWHS @, [Ous gaTe agi e AT & ou
TH Hgaqu el a9 T gl gH I8 ST geft g2 % NHRc T ==
He @0 TiZar & ggar g1 # aft Rfagrwst & sdita w2t § &
AT Il T FAT &l TATAT FLA ATl qaATd &I FH FLA & (o0
T SU L F| dgar AR gEAr (R g F AmtaE wEree
T Tfd%a IWTE F =T, TE ATT W FEAG FA OF AU HOSAR
AT AT Sd & AUUT AN & FLAl gl SF AW gH AT AEE
Hied dIATd &, BH Tg qMHTHAd FAT A0 o a9t =ahai, aest
ST & & AN H FHATN, FAN TTATHEAT a7 Tgl g7 AT
H AWES FEET H 2 BET At wEd A g HA, SAEESdr daT
FIA AT AELTHE AR 0 AT FA il QAT § FH FHLAT ATRUI

= AEanEgwr ftew w, @I % FeAww & [™m el sige
gfdagdar, 990 ST #ar & fouw & o a¥dft &7 Fgre I g ARy
H AT, 9HEar $iT TRAT % Hodi k Uid dA9AT died Sfddadr
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F AAAFT FAL ST FAL TP H TRATHT FXd gl a9 q9qF &l
FAMTAT FT AEAT Fd gU, BH TAH Ah & HAIToH ATTRRT F
AT TEAT ATRU T AZ AT FAT AU 6 Fwe I g T e
TH g7, Wia? YA #X Tweedl  HILAH ¥, A UTH UH waoT
w1 A #T gwa § SEH g =fke, Sw, qug am afeRefa &
=ar o oET, F9\W, daay o quiar &1 stad S| & o "o
=l

Thank you,
Jai Hind!
Jai Bharat!
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